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Spain - Valencia port welcomes Spain’s first offshore solar platform

13 July 2026
https.//www.porttechnoloqy.orqg/valenciaporit-welcomes-spains-first-offshore-solar-platform/

The Port of Valencia (APV) has welcomed Spain’s first offshore solar
platform, a pioneering project developed by Spanish startup BlueNewables
with support from Naturgy.

Named Paiporta in honour of the Valencian municipality badly affected by the
2024 DANA storm, the platform was built at the San Enrique shipyard in Vigo and
will be positioned outside the port’s southern breakwater for its testing phase.

The structure forms part of a project calling for two units, each with a capacity of
500 kilowatts (kW), for a combined total of 1 megawatt (MW). The second unit is
expected to arrive at the Port of Valencia by late summer to complete the
installation.

The project has received a grant from the Institute for Energy Diversification and
Saving (IDAE) under the RENMARINAS VALENCIAPORT programme,
coordinated by the Port Authority of Valencia and funded through the European
Union’s NextGeneration EU initiative.

It is designed to advance the analysis and development of new renewable energy
solutions supporting the energy transition.

The facility aligns with Valenciaport’s broader push towards a more sustainable,
innovative and efficient port model. Under its 2035 Strategic Plan, the Port
Authority has identified decarbonisation, energy transition and climate resilience
as key focus areas, promoting projects that support renewable energy uptake and
reduce the environmental footprint of port operations.

As part of the scheme, the APV will establish a testing platform to connect, trial
and feed marine renewable energy demonstration systems into the power grids of
the ports of Valencia and Sagunto, with the infrastructure remaining available for
future use.

The initiative also involves collaboration with EnerMarPort, which will install
wave energy systems at the Port of Sagunto, with the APV carrying out the grid
connection work required to feed the generated power into the network.
BlueNewables’ technology uses a catamaran-style design optimised for ocean
environments, enabling more efficient floats and positioning solar panels higher
above sea level to improve performance and ease maintenance.

The platform also incorporates bifacial solar panels capable of generating energy
from both direct sunlight and light reflected off the sea surface, making it Spain’s
first pre-commercial-scale floating solar power plant at sea.
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France - Dunkirk starts work on second box terminal

8 July 2026
https.//splash247.com/dunkirk-starts-work-on-secona-box-terminal/#

The port of Dunkirk has started construction of its second container
terminal, advancing a €303m ($346m) expansion designed to more than
double its box handling capacity.

Grand Port Maritime de Dunkerque has awarded the quay civil works
package to a joint venture led by Spie Batignolles. The project covers
construction of a 1,000 m deepwater quay wall, plus a 170 m connection
section, dredged to 17.5 m.

Once completed, the new facility will be able to handle two ultra-large
containerships simultaneously. Works are expected to run until 2029.

The quay is the centrepiece of Dunkirk’s CAP 2020 scheme, which
cleared a key funding hurdle in December 2024 when the European
Commission approved €127m in French state aid for the project.

Dunkirk aims to lift container capacity from the 850,000 teu currently
available at Terminal des Flandres to about 2m teu.

The expansion follows a record year for the French northern range port.
Terminal des Flandres handled 747,000 teu in 2025, equivalent to around
88% of its installed capacity, strengthening the port’s case for additional
infrastructure as congestion and capacity pressure continue to affect parts
of the northern European port range.

Dunkirk has also been regaining liner network relevance. Earlier this year,
the port was reinstated on the Ocean Alliance Far East-North Europe
FALL1 service operated by CMA CGM.
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Belgium - Port of Antwerb-Bruges container volumes dip amid disruption

16 July 2026
https.//www.porttechnoloqy.orq/bort-of-antwerb-bruges-container-volumes-dip-amia-adisruption/

Port of Antwerp-Bruges saw container throughput come under pressure in the first half
of 2026, the main driver behind an overall decline in cargo handling.

Measured in TEUSs, throughput fell by 1.5 per cent against an exceptionally strong first half
of 2025; in tonnage terms, the drop was 3.6 per cent.

Exports of full containers fell furthest (-5.7 per cent), reflecting weak export demand from
the Western European economy, while throughput of empty containers rose 13.7 per cent,
pointing to a widening imbalance between imports and available export cargo.

A run of operational disruptions compounded the decline. A four-day strike in the nautical
chain in March cost an estimated 100,000 TEUs, followed by an oil spill in the Deurganck
dock in April that cost a further 85,000 TEUs.

Industrial action by pilots in June added another estimated 75,000 TEU loss. The port
remained operational throughout, with backlogs gradually cleared via diversions and adjusted
sailing schedules.

Beyond containers, other cargo segments proved more resilient. RoRo throughput grew 5.9
per cent, driven by higher volumes of new vehicles and unaccompanied cargo, with new
vehicle handling up 7.7 per cent to 1.69 million units on the back of growth from China
(+25.5 per cent) and Japan (+5.5 per cent).

Dry bulk grew 2.2 per cent, while liquid bulk slipped 1.9 per cent after a weak start to the
year, masking growth in LNG (+1.3 per cent) and naphtha (+31.3 per cent).

Conventional general cargo remained under pressure, down 11.7 per cent, amid weak
European industrial demand, U.S. steel tariffs, high energy and transport costs, and
uncertainty around the CBAM and European import quotas.

Despite the headwinds, the port held its container market share. Developments within the
container alliances reinforced its standing: the Gemini Cooperation opted to deploy deep-sea
services to Antwerp on the Far East-Europe trade lane, while the Premier Alliance deployed
larger vessels.

Progress also continued on the Extra Container Capacity Antwerp (ECA) project, with a
market assessment completed for allocating additional capacity and the Flemish government
approving the draft project decision for the Left Bank Container Cluster (CCL).

Rob Smeets, CEO of Port of Antwerp-Bruges, said: “The first half of the year shows that
Port of Antwerp-Bruges continues to play its role as a gateway to Europe, even in
exceptional circumstances. Trade flows are continually adapting to the-new, geopolitical
reality. This demands flexibility from our port community and undegs
continued investment in capacity, efficient infrastructure, and su *’ A’
same time, the international context remains extremely uncerta

Alderman for Antwerp, stated: “The first half of this .:
vulnerable international logistics chains are to disruptions, b
Despite successive operational challenges, Port of Antwerp=§
market share in container traffic. This confirms just how cr '
and capacity, as well as a reliable port organisation, are to ou ;
the industry and the wider logistics sector.” i
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Spain - Port of \ialencia’s Ecoport Il eyes rice-husk fuel

17 July 2026
httops.//www.porttechnology.org/port-of-valencias-ecoport-ii-eyes-rice-husk-fuel/

The Port Authority of Valencia (APV)’s Ecoport Il group has held its
half-yearly meeting, bringing together member companies from
across the port community.

The event reviewed the energy transition and environmental sustainability
Initiatives being promoted by APV.

Ecoport Il now comprises 38 member companies and continues to
position itself as the leading forum for environmental collaboration within
the Valencia port community.

Members share a commitment to continuous improvement, best-practice
exchange and joint projects aimed at improving environmental conditions
across the ports of Sagunto, Valencia and Gandia.

The meeting reviewed ongoing work and upcoming challenges in
decarbonisation, energy efficiency and new fuels. Among the highlights
was an update on the Seafairer project, which is developing sustainable
biofuels produced from rice husks, an approach that could offer ports an
alternative feedstock for lower-carbon fuel production.

Attendees were also briefed on new initiatives planned for the second half
of 2026, designed to deepen business participation and build further
momentum behind the group’s work.

The session closed with a survey of member companies to establish
priorities and areas of interest for Ecoport IlI’s forthcoming activities,
feeding directly into the group’s planning for the rest of the year.
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CMA CGM secures fresh capital for port expansion from Stonepeak

29 July 2026
https.//splash247.com/cma-cqm-secures-fresh-capital-for-port-expansion-from-stonepeak/#

CMA CGM and infrastructure investor Stonepeak have completed the
formation of United Ports, a joint venture holding nine container terminals
across five countries.

Stonepeak has invested $2.4bn for a 25% stake in the business, while CMA
CGM retains 75% ownership and full operational control.

The initial portfolio includes Fenix Marine Services in Los Angeles, Port
Liberty terminals in New York and Bayonne USA, Santos Brasil, CSP
Valencia, CSP Bilbao, TTI Algeciras Spain, Kaohsiung Terminal and
Gemalink in Vietnam.

CMA CGM’s stake in India’s Nhava Sheva Freeport Terminal is expected
to be added once the required regulatory approvals are secured.

The joint venture will fund terminal capacity expansions, cargo-handling
equipment, rail and inland connections, electrification and shore-power
infrastructure across the portfolio.

Stonepeak may commit a further $3.6bn to new port investments alongside
CMA CGM, taking its potential contribution to $6bn.

The transaction gives CMA CGM additional capital to expand its terminal
footprint while retaining control of strategically important gateways
serving its shipping network.
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Syria - Under the franchise agreement.. DB World receives the first crane
to develop Tartous Port

1 July 2026
https.//www.voiceofemirates.comy/en/business/business-reports/2026/07/01/under-the-franchise-

agreement-adb-worlad-receives-the-first-crane-to-develop-tartous-port/

=

>

Tartous, Syria — DP World Group has achieved a significant milestone as part of its strategic project
to modernize Tartous Port. This is due to the arrival of the first of three new mobile cranes.

Receiving this crane represents the first major investment under the concession agreement concluded
between DB World and the Syrian government for a period of 30 years. Which was signed last year,
marking the beginning of a long-term program aimed at transforming the port into a more efficient,
modern, and competitive gateway for regional trade.

Port modernization: Fahd Al-Banna, CEO of DB World Tartous, stressed that the arrival of the first
mobile crane represents an important step in the process of modernizing the port of Tartous.
Considering it the first stage in a series of investments that will enhance the port’s capacity and levels
of efficiency and reliability.

He explained that this step will enable the group to serve its clients and support the growing trade
requirements in Syria. Pointing out that by investing in advanced infrastructure, modern technologies
and qualifying working cadres, work will be done to build a modern portal that contributes to
strengthening supply chains. Attracting new trade opportunities and actively contributing to Syria’s
long-term economic recovery.

Capacity: The first crane arrived on June 29, while the two additional cranes are expected to arrive
next August. Each crane has a capacity of approximately two million tons of cargo annually,
significantly increasing the port’s cargo handling capacity.

With the actual start of operation of the three cranes, it is expected that the port’s cargo handling
capacity will increase by 40%. This will enable the port to receive larger ships, reduce waiting time,
and handle larger volumes of containers and bulk shipments. These improvements will also
contribute to strengthening Syria’s import and export capabilities. Supporting growing trade volumes
through enhanced absorptive capacity, flexibility and efficiency.

The new cranes form an essential part of a comprehensive investment program for DP World Group
worth a total of US$800 million. This program includes upgrading infrastructure, providing modern
shipment handling equipment, and digitizing operations. Introducing operational improvements
aimed at supporting Syrian trade and the economic recovery process, in addition to codsolidating the

The port of Tartous is of strategic importance thanks to its vital l0GaE
It represents a major gateway linking southern Europe, the Middl ="
enables it to play a pivotal role in facilitating regional trade and Supportis
recovery. g
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Libya - Misurata Free Zone signs MoUS to boost Italy ties

13 July 2026

httops.//www.porttechnology.org/misurata-free-zone-signs-mous-to-boost-italy-ties/

Misurata Free Zone (MFZ) has signed two Memoranda of Understanding
(MoUs) with Confindustria Assafrica & Mediterraneo, the international
arm of the Italian employers’ federation, and the Libyan Italian Chamber
of Commerce.

The agreements aim to expand MFZ’s international partnership network
and strengthen economic and investment cooperation between Libya and
Italy.

The agreements set out a framework for collaboration across investment,
trade, logistics, ports and industry, and are intended to attract Italian
investment to Misurata Free Zone, facilitate joint business ventures, and
promote the exchange of market intelligence, expertise and investment
information.

Under the MoUs, the parties will jointly organise business forums, trade
missions, B2B meetings and specialised workshops, while stepping up
institutional promotion efforts to open new opportunities for strategic
partnerships between the Libyan and Italian business communities.

For port and logistics stakeholders, the agreements are notable for their
emphasis on leveraging Misurata Free Zone’s strategic location as a
gateway to African markets, positioning the zone as a potential node for
cargo and investment flows between Europe and Africa.

The MoUs represent one of the key outcomes of MFZ’s investment
promotion roadshow held in Rome, reinforcing the Free Zone’s strategy to
expand its global partnerships and consolidate its position as a logistics
and investment hub connecting the two continents.

Through the partnerships, MFZ aims to attract high-quality investment,
facilitate trade, and support sustainable economic growth between Libya
and Italy, with logistics and port infrastructure development likely to
feature among the sectors targeted for Italian investment as the agreements
are implemented.
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Poland - Fire Crews Battling Large Scrap Metal Fire on Bulker in Gdansk

3 July 2026

https.//maritime-executive,comyarticle/fire-crews-battling-larqe-scrap-metal-fire-on-bulker-in-
gdansk

A large, smoky fire was reported aboard a bulker loading in the Port
of Gdansk, Poland, on Thursday evening. There was a large ongoing
response involving fireboats and crews onshore while residents
complained of smoke blanketing the city.

The Panama-flagged bulker Sion Star (237,152 dwt) was loading
scrap metal at the terminal when the fire was reported on Thursday
evening, July 2. Crews said it was a difficult, stubborn fire because
of the depth of the cargo holds and the densely packed nature of the
cargo.

At its peak, the fire departments reported that around 100 firefighters
and 27 fire engines were being deployed. Pictures showed fireboats
alongside spraying foam on the fire. They were also cooling the
ship’s fuel tanks as a precaution. They were also using a thermal
camera to locate the center of the fire.

The decision was made to begin offloading some of the scrap metal
to get to the center of the fire. The fire department reported by late
morning on Friday that it had reached the fire, and it was not
spreading. A commander from the State Fire Service said they were
not sure if the source of the fire was oily scrap metal or other
flammable materials aboard the ship.

By Friday afternoon, crews reported the fire had been extinguished.
The offloading of material, however, was continuing.
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Collision topples crane at UK port

20 July 2026
https.//splash247.com/2p=242556

A collision involving a wind turbine installation vessel has brought down
a gantry crane onto a containership at the port of Tyne in northeast
England, leaving one person injured.

The incident occurred shortly after 1pm on Sunday as Cadeler’s Wind
Orca was leaving its berth at the port’s offshore wind staging facility.

The installation vessel is reported to have struck the moored feeder
containership BG Orange, causing a quayside gantry crane to collapse
across the boxship. Images from the scene show the crane’s boom resting
over the wvessel’s accommodation block, with several containers
appearing to have been displaced.

A major emergency response was launched involving police, fire crews,
three ambulances, hazardous-area response teams and air ambulance
personnel.

The Danish-flagged Wind Orca returned to the Tyne Renewables Quay
following the incident, while the BG Orange remained at the port’s
container terminal. The Port of Tyne’s vessel movement records list both
ships at the port on Monday.

The Madeira-flagged BG Orange, operated by Rotterdam-based BG
Freight Line, trades in the company’s shortsea and feeder network
connecting ports in the UK, Ireland and continental Europe.

The Port of Tyne said a full investigation had begun.
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