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NORTH CHARLEST( is temporarily halting
operations at its underufik pde slowdown.

The S.C. State Ports Authority sald ursday tha pe complete by Aug. 1 and
will continue for an undetermined period.

Currently, five Mediterranean Shipping Co. vessels make weekly calls at Leatherman. The company is eliminating one
of those routes because of the dip in worldwide trade volumes. The other four ships will be moved to either North
Charleston Terminal or Wando Welch Terminal in Mount Pleasant.

Micah Mallace, the authority’s president and CEO, termed the shutdown as a “short-term pause” and said it is necessary
“to sustain long-term, sustainable growth.”

“We need to see the market turn around,” Mallace told the SC Daily Gazette. “Once we see volumes get to the level
where it makes sense to reopen, we get our costs right and all that kind of stuff then we’ll reopen.”

Mallace declined to say how much money the authority will save by having the $1 billion terminal along the Cooper
River pause operations.

The first phase of Leatherman has handled 75,455 containers of all sizes through the first 11 months of this fiscal year.
That is a little more than 10% of the terminal’s capacity. By comparison, Wando Welch has handled nearly 1.1 million
containers during the same period.

Leatherman has a higher cost structure than the port’s other container terminals because of a 2024 Supreme Court
decision that let the International Longshoremen’s Association hold all of the jobs at the waterfront facility. The union
labor is more expensive than the workforce at other port terminals, where a mix of union and state employees move
containers through the yards.

Some container lines have balked at calling on Leatherman because of the higher costs.

State Sen. Larry Grooms, who heads the Senate Transportation Committee, could not be reached for comment. But the
Berkeley Republican told the Gazette in October that Leatherman is “too costly to operate right now,” adding the
authority must “get a handle on the costs and get assurances from the steamship lines they’re willing to pay them and
continue to send ships to Charleston.”

“Without that,” he said, “we could end up in a downward spiral.”

Ken Riley, who heads the Charleston branch of the International Longshoremen’s Association, has acknowledged the
cost challenges at Leatherman and told the Gazette he’s willing to work with the authority. He could not be immediately
reached for comment about Thursday’s announcement.

The temporary Leatherman shutdown is part of the authority’s effort to get a handle on costs during a difficult economic
environment. The maritime agency previously said it would not open a $690 million rail yard adjacent to Leatherman
this year as planned but will wait until market conditions and demand for the facility improve.

However, Mallace said work on a second berth at Leatherman will continue as the authority predicts a need for future
capacity at the terminal once the global economy and trade improve. That second phase is expected to be completed next
year.

“We do not think this is a long-term problem,” Mallace said, adding: “We remain really bullish on the Southeast of the
us.”

He acknowledged, however, that most industry analysts are forecasting flat-to-down container volumes into the coming
year.

“The indicators are very challenging right now,” he said. “It’s a very hard time to forecast.”

Ben Hackett, founder of maritime analyst Hackett Associates, said in a written statement that he expects “a weakening in
import volume (this year) as consumer uncertainty remains high and the impact of increasing inflation takes its toll.”
Charleston’s port, like most in the U.S., has an outsized reliance on imports, with loaded import containers outnumbering
loaded exports by about 2-to-1.

The National Retail Federation said in a report that “the ongoing trend is for lower imports” through at least the rest of
this year.

Leatherman, named after late state Sen. Hugh Leatherman, opened in March 2021 as the East Coast’s newest and most
modern container terminal.

It closed for roughly 21 months starting in January 2023 as a legal battle over who would supply labor at the terminal
played out in several courts. The International Longshoremen’s Association ultimately won that dispute and the terminal
reopened in September 2024.
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Port of Rotterdam project completes terminal-to-terminal autonomous
transit

12 Jun 2026

https.//smartmaritimenetwork.com/2026/06/12/port-of-rotterdam-project-completes-
terminal-to-terminal-autonomous-transit/

The Port of Rotterdam Authority and partners within the European
MAGPIE project have conducted a demonstration showing an inland
vessel sailing independently between terminals within the regularly
operating port environment.

The conventionally powered inland container vessel MS Letitia,
operated by HTS Group, travelled autonomously from Amaliahaven on
the Maasvlakte via Europoort and the Nieuwe Waterweg to Waalhaven
in Rotterdam.

During the demonstration, the vessel independently performed
manoeuvres including undocking, river navigation, and docking, while
safely avoiding regular maritime traffic. The autonomous system
continuously monitored the environment to detect and avoid other
vessels, while the onboard skipper maintained ultimate responsibility
and could intervene at any moment to support navigation and decision-
making.

“Autonomous sailing enables new logistics concepts that improve the
flexibility, efficiency and reliability of inland shipping, which is an
important hinterland transport modality for the Port of Rotterdam,” said
Oscar van Veen, Director of Innovation at the Port of Rotterdam
Authority.

“Containers, bulk and liquids transported via inland waterway reduce
pressure on the road network and are moved more energy-efficiently
than by road. With the growth in freight throughput, it is essential that
inland shipping maintains and expands its share of freight transport.
Autonomous sailing could play a role in this.”

The trial is one of 10 demonstration projects within MAGPIE (sMArt
Green Ports as Integrated Efficient multimodal hubs), a European
innovation project co-funded by the European Union to accelerate the
transition to climate-neutral ports. Coordinated by the Port of Rotterdam,

the prOJect brings together 45 _partners t A;;;,:\“‘( )
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AD Ports plants flag in Brazil with USD 835 mn acquisition

3 Jun 2026

https.//enterpriseam.com/uae/2026/06/03/ad-ports-plants-flag-in-brazil-with-usa-835-mn-
acquisition/

The acquisition of CLI gives it ownership of strategic port infrastructure in Brazil
for the first time

AD Ports expands into Brazil with USD 835 mn acquisition: AD Ports Group
acquired Brazilian agri-bulk terminal operator Corredor Logistica e Infraestrutura
(CLI) in a USD 835 mn (c.AED 3.1 bn) agreement, marking its entry into the
Brazilian market, according to a disclosure (pdf).

Expected to close in 2H, the transaction will give AD Ports control of two
major export gateways that handle a significant share of Brazil’s agricultural
commodity exports. CLI fully owns CLI Norte at the Port of Itaqui, a key grain
export gateway in the country’s growing Northern Arc logistics corridor. It also
holds an 80% stake in CLI Sul at the Port of Santos, Brazil’s largest sugar export
terminal, which also handles corn and soybean volumes.

Location, location, location: Spanning northern Brazil and the Amazon basin, the
region has emerged as one of the country’s fastest-growing export corridors as
agricultural producers increasingly seek shorter, more efficient routes to
international markets.

A change in presence across the region: While the group already has logistics
operations across Latin America through its Noatum subsidiary, including activities
in Argentina, Chile, Colombia, Mexico, and Peru, the acquisition of CLI gives it
ownership of strategic port infrastructure in Brazil for the first time.

Why this matters: AD Ports is gaining a larger role in global commodities trade,
buying a foothold in one of the world’s most important agricultural export markets.
Brazil is the world’s largest sugar exporter and a major supplier of corn, soybeans,
and grains. It extends the strategy of building an end-to-end logistics network.

Not the first Emirati foot to land in Brazil: DP World deepened its presence at
the Port of Santos through a long-term agreement with Maersk in March last year,
and announced plans to expand capacity at its Brazilian terminal to 2.1 mn TEUSs
by the end of 2027, up from 1.4 mn TEUs. The port operator is also partnering with
railway operator Rumo to develop a new grain and fertilizer terminal — showmg
interest in Brazil’s role as a commodrtles export powerhouse

10



https://enterpriseam.com/uae/2026/06/03/ad-ports-plants-flag-in-brazil-with-usd-835-mn-acquisition/
https://ent.news/2026/6/149.pdf
https://www.adportsgroup.com/en/news-and-media/2022/11/18/acquisition-of-noatum-propels-ad-ports-group-to-become-a-global-logistics-platform
https://www.noatumlogistics.com/contact/
https://www.dpworld.com/en/news/dp-world-and-maersk-sign-long-term-agreement-to-expand-maritime-services-in-brazil

Future Vision




Valencia stive ) 34¥) sl Lo dacsadi 7| o] o Liibic)
2026 #5112

https.//www.porttechnology.org/valenciaport-fits-vertical-solar-panels-to-breakwater/

Cua Alalll dinn i B ) 5a¥) Jala o Dasae dpned #1501 S 5i Valencia slis o
L“.,_.wj‘ﬁ\ AW (e de geda B yalaa <* 3 Renewport 3 b 4 elinall 5923 ghadll 038 ) jad
L giall (a1 sl (30 ge 8 Adpdail) A8UAD ) J satl) o g5

50 169,314 4w Pavener Servicios Energéticos S.L 4S,d e dall L) us
2026 s Jslay dareiill 5 S il QLS o8 siall (g5 (S el Y 52 195,879)

Ba e lebe %80 (es05Y) a3V dsais 2024 s 4 Renewport & sbe il
- r p
Greener Med 33w (sea Interreg Euro-med g\ _»

B JYA e L siall Gmaedl el (5 sal s KU decad) JuE ) g s ) Chrgss
Sl 3 W) gaa (g g (Fonn Y Al yad) 28U - L R8s - dsadl) 28UADY 3a3akall
Alelall ; 30 gall

zedl Al 5 Aalat8y) 5 L8l (g saall andll ¢ 5 50l 138 (APV) Valencia slise aadiug
ALLall {3l gall Agial il 8 5aaial) 8L

idia g () gall Dlia G A prall Jals il Renewport g s e aeda @l caila )
Al liss gall g A8l S 33 cildasal)

gl 8 ()5 S i) bl g il il 3 sladll 230 138 0 Valencia sl s s
) Al (il sal)

12


https://www.porttechnology.org/valenciaport-fits-vertical-solar-panels-to-breakwater/

Valencia port fits vertical solar panels to breakwater

12 Jun 2026
https.//www.porttechnology.org/valenciaport-fits-vertical-solar-panels-to-breakwater/

Valencia port is fitting vertical solar panels to the breakwater of its
northern expansion.

The move advances the port’s role in RENEWPORT, the EU-backed
initiative driving the clean energy transition at Mediterranean ports.

The contract has been awarded to Pavener Servicios Energéticos S.L. for
€169,314 ($195,879), with the installation expected to be completed and
operational by September 2026.

Works cover both panel installation and official project signage in line with
European Union co-financing requirements.

RENEWPORT launched in January 2024 and is 80 per cent co-financed by
the EU through the INTERREG EURO-MED programme under the
Greener MED initiative,

The project aims to reduce the carbon footprint of Mediterranean ports by
identifying and validating renewable energy solutions, including solar, wind
and geothermal, in live port environments.

For Valencia port, the vertical solar installation represents a practical step in
positioning the port as a demonstration site for clean technologies.

The Port Authority of Valencia (APV) is using the project to assess the
technical, economic and environmental viability of renewable energy
integration into working port infrastructure.

Successful solutions are intended to be replicable at other Mediterranean
and European ports.

Beyond physical installation, RENEWPORT is designed to facilitate
knowledge transfer among port authorities, terminal operators, energy
companies and research institutions.

The APV frames this collaborative dimension as central to accelerating
decarbonisation across the wider maritime-port sector.

13


https://www.porttechnology.org/valenciaport-fits-vertical-solar-panels-to-breakwater/

Misurata sliss €3.6bn 4ads < ladic 9 Genoa sbtisa » Lud

2026 s+ 10

httops.//www.porttechnology.org/port-of-genoa-showcases-e3-6-billion-investment-to-
misurata/

San Giorgio =8 4 o~ Ligurian «_e ¢l 4 56 Misurata ¢ 25 )
5lad 48 e aiddas 3l s Misurata - Genoa glaia) Gldlad (a3 5L 3 038 Ciela Sua
4l Ligurian 4e seaa sy 4l 40la@y) dahidl n Glall 3 3e5 gy Genoa

A5 5¥) i) Judlaad Jaws giall a1 el 8 sty A 0 25 15 At 511

=5 A gl Je S 5l 5 Savona-Vado & Genoa (S s alai pa e SR
Gkl s sl U s sk cula ) dug Y] Aiealll @l ped) Jsb e
53 s LSl @il dpulad Jalse W jlie by dpad )l 35 SV elinall diaie gangis
doualil)

- Genoa (& o3bil aa el waall z) ¥l Gals g pde alaia¥) Hdase ol e OS5
Sampierdarena

Glaiial () (Sael DY 53 Osle 1.6) 505 Jlale 1.4 458lS5 &l (531l & 5 pdall 12 Bagn
Lisysl 8 4 ladl 4y all oLyl o jliia ST aal Jiay Ca A80aadl iy glall s

dail ) ALYl S i s el cillee il elinall 8 450l ) A g gali ) Gauai
2t Gledd aedi Al il #Sla) 4dhia g Sestri Ponente & LeaSbaly ciull ol
5 yalall ¢ Al

&S 5 Cus Misurata & Genoa ow sl ausl sl aa 3 alall o3a & i
il s Agua gl claasdl pyglaiy (3 sall Bl A Jaiaadl Gl e calislial
SISO

;oA Ligurian slise 4 (i ) 7 pa

DY ke 4.1) 5o Dlle 3.6 ey Al Al & LaTindl elinall A ali o lia o
Judls 3 3 sal) delin Jufse JSERG Al ga) Y] ag i) Jady @35 (Sl
eyl 2 53l

O SRl jed 8 agud O Sad Misurata Jie 4l clabiin aw ) sall o WS
Sl Gllee GV (B ol saaa e B @la s bugid) pany) ol i
Aol Al 5 dgien ol culaaall

14


https://www.porttechnology.org/port-of-genoa-showcases-e3-6-billion-investment-to-misurata/

Ports of Genoa showcase €3.6bn investment to Misurata

10 Jun 2026

httops.//www.porttechnology.org/port-of-genoa-showcases-e3-6-billion-investment-to-
misurata/

A delegation from the Misurata Free Zone has visited the headquarters of the
Western Ligurian Sea Port Authority at Palazzo San Giorgio.

The visit formed part of the Genova—Misurata Free Zone Meeting, promoted by the
Genoa Chamber of Commerce, aimed at strengthening ties between the Libyan
economic zone and the Ligurian maritime and logistics cluster, a key
Mediterranean gateway into European supply chains.

During the presentation of the Ports of Genoa and Savona-Vado system, emphasis
was placed on its position along European logistics corridors, alongside upgrades
to rail and road connectivity and the expansion of the E-port digital platform as key
drivers of efficiency and competitiveness.

A central focus was the planned new open-sea breakwater for the Genoa-
Sampierdarena basin.

The €1.4 billion ($1.6 million) infrastructure project is designed to accommodate
ultra-large container vessels and represents one of Europe’s largest ongoing
maritime construction schemes, drawing strong interest from the Libyan
delegation.

The programme also included a guided port tour covering cargo and passenger
operations, as well as shipbuilding and repair activities at Sestri Ponente and the
ship repair area, which also supports superyacht refitting services.

The initiative sits within a broader framework of cooperation between the Genoa
maritime cluster and the Misurata Free Zone, with discussions centred on potential
collaboration in port management, logistics development, training and innovation.
Matteo Paroli, President of the Western Ligurian Sea Port Authority, said: “We
presented the Port Authority’s €3.6 billion ($4.1 billion) infrastructure investment
programme, which encompasses the strategic projects that will shape the future of
the Italian port and supply chain industry.

“Dialogue with dynamic organisations such as the Misurata Free Zone can
contribute to strengthening relations between the two shores of the Mediterranean
and create new opportunities for cooperation in the fields of port operations,
logistics and economic development.”
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MSC linked to acquisition of majority stake in Pivdennyi container terminal

3 Jun 2026
https.://splash247.com/?p=239980

Mediterranean Shipping Co (MSC) has reportedly acquired a 51% stake
in the Trans invest service Container Terminal (TIS) in Pivdennyi,
Ukraine.

Formerly known as Yuzhny, Pivdennyi is an Odesa-area satellite port,
located between Ukraine’s third-largest city and the sea-river port of
Mykolaiv, If the deal is confirmed, the stake in TIS Pivdennyi would be
MSC’s second container terminal asset in the country, adding to HHLA’s
container terminal in Odesa, which the company owns 49% of.

Alphaliner stated that the TIS deal has already been finalized but added
that it “remains subject to confirmation”. So far, a transaction price has
not been reported; In 2020, DP World acquired a 51% stake in TIS and
later rebranded the facility as DP World TIS Pivdennyi. The terminal has
since been operated as a 51-49 joint venture between DP World and
Transinvestservice, Alphaliner believes that DP World made a quiet exit
from TIS earlier this year, selling its stake, as well as the related local
tugboat operations, back to Transinvestservice. If this proves true, MSC
has likely acquired its stake in the Pivdennyi terminal from TIS rather
than buying directly from DP World, formerly used by the likes of
Maersk, Akkon, and Arkas, container handling at TIS has basically come
to a halt since 2022, when Russia invaded Ukraine. Limited volumes of
containers nevertheless appear to be loaded and discharged at Pivdennyi,
though actual ship movements are hard to track because many ships in
the region go dark and switch off their AIS transponders.

On paper, the TIS Pivdennyi has a 560 m berth with a depth of up to
14.70 m and an annual design capacity of 600,000 teu. Its ground
capaC|ty is 10, 400 teu, mcludlng 712 reefer plugs The termlnal also

250 m long, appears to be in use for Con"' AEHS
of the site currently receives bulk vesselsat e 4
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Saudi Arabia Is Ramping Up Oil Exports As Gulf Ports Restart

27 Jun 2026
https.//gcaptain.comy/saudi-arabia-is-ramping-up-oil-exports-as-qulf-ports-restart/

Jun 26, 2026 (Bloomberg) —Saudi Arabia is boosting crude shipments, opening up
its Persian Gulf ports that were shuttered by the Iran war while also increasing
loadings at Red Sea outlets that it has used to bypass the Strait of Hormuz.

Two very large crude carriers that moored Thursday are now loading at single-
point moorings that form part of the Ras Tanura port on the Persian Gulf, ship-
tracking data compiled by Bloomberg show. They’re the first tankers to use the
terminal since early March, when Riyadh was forced to divert crude to the Red
Sea through a 746-mile (1,200-kilometer) pipeline across the country.

Two more VLCCs are at the Ras Tanura sea island terminal, about 20 miles south
of the moorings, according to a satellite image from the European Union’s
Sentinel-1 orbiter captured earlier Friday. One appears to be moored, while the
other is being guided onto the berth by tugs.

The arrival of the giant tankers at Ras Tanura is the first sign that the Saudi oil
industry is starting to return to normal. Crude exports from the gulf have risen to
at least three-quarters of their pre-war levels after the US-Iran interim peace
deal, and the market is scrutinizing flows to see whether the recovery can last.
Hormuz traffic has continued to flow in both directions, despite an attack
Thursday on a cargo ship renewing concerns about safe passage.

At the same time, shipments are continuing apace from Yanbu on the kingdom’s
Red Sea coast.

Vessel-tracking data compiled by Bloomberg show all seven berths across the two
Yanbu terminals that are used for loading crude were occupied on Friday
morning. That’s the first time they’ve all been seen in use simultaneously since
the start of the war.

Shipments to overseas buyers from Yanbu have averaged about 4.1 million barrels
a day so far in June, according to tracking data. That’s up by nearly 500,000
barrels a day from May, but still well below the kingdom’s pre-war crude exports
of about 7 million barrels a day.

Yanbu could continue to play a significant role in Saudi oil flows, allowing shippers
to avoid Hormuz, where passage still remains risky. Even in the longer term, flows
from Yanbu could be much higher than before the war, with Tehran insisting that
it, along with Oman, will control traffic through the waterway from the Gulf as
part of any lasting peace deal with the US.
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Barcelona and Shanghai ports sign sister ports agreement on green corridor, digital
13 Jun 2026 operations and alternative fuels

https.://en.portnews. ru/news/392807/
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Signing Ceremony of the
Sister Port Declaration between

Port ofigesnghai and "‘:71'[ of Barcelona
Lé i ey h

)

The Port of Barcelos : ) at@iamagreement with
the Shanghai Municipal Transportatlon Commission and Shanghai
International Port Group to establish a formal “sister ports” relationship
and advance work on a Green Shipping and Digital Corridor between
Spain and China, according to the Port of Barcelona.

The agreement was signed on 11 June by Port of Barcelona president José
Alberto Carbonell, SMTC director general Xiao Hui and SIPG vice
president Yang ZhiYong during a visit by an institutional and business
delegation from Shanghai. Jaume Duch, regional minister for European
Union and foreign action of the Generalitat of Catalonia, attended the
ceremony.

The agreement covers cooperation on the digitalisation and security of port
operations, green port development, alternative fuels, intermodality and
sustainable maritime corridors between the Far East and the
Mediterranean.

Barcelona and Shanghai signed a preliminary agreement in late July 2025.
A Shanghai delegation led by Wang Haijian, SIPG vice president and
director of operations, visited Barcelona in September 2025 for technical
talks on the corridor and meetings linked to commercial and logistics
exchanges between China and Europe.

The September programme included a visit to the Ebro-Chery facilities in
Barcelona’s Free Zone. The Ilatest Shanghai delegation visited
Autoterminal’s vehicle terminal as the two ports continue work on the
corridor.

The Port of Barcelona is managed by the Port Authority of Barcelona, the
public body responsible for the port’s infrastructure, planning and port
community coordination.

The Shanghai Municipal Transportation Commission is the municipal
authority responsible for transport administration in Shanghai.

Shanghai International Port Group is the port operating group associated
with Shanghai’s port facilities.
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Container Barqge Freienstein Refloated After Overnight Grounding on the Rhin

4 Jun 2026
httos.//shipwrecklog.com/log/2026/06/freienstein/

On June 4, the 135 meter long self-propelled container-
barge Freienstein (MMSI: 269057358) ran aground on the
Rhine near Rees, Germany. The Freienstein was headed to
Antwerp from Duisburg when it stranded on the river.

Initial attempts to refloat the wvessel failed and
the Freienstein would remain aground until the following day.
Two other vessels would arrive on scene and were able to pull
the Freienstein into deeper water. The vessel would continue on
its voyage and reach Antwerp on June 6. No reports of injuries,
damage or pollution released.
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“ Denmark investigates chain collision of a Fred. Olsen Windcarrier
vessel, causing various damaages at Esbjerq port

10 Jun 2026

httos.://www.puentedemando.comy/en/esbjerqg-port-collision-brave-tern-wind-keeper-thor/

An incident that occurred at the port of Esbjerg (Denmark) has damaged
several wind turbine blades and led to the detention of the offshore
installation vessel "Brave Tern" (IMO 9583782), part of the Fred. Olsen
Windcarrier fleet. It is worth noting that after its modernization at
Navantia Ferrol, on its last day it caused a crane to fall, fortunately
without personal injuries.

The accident occurred on June 10 during a port maneuver. Strong winds
are believed to have pushed the vessel "Brave Tern", flagged in Malta,
which had just loaded nine blades for the Thor offshore wind farm. The
vessel lost control and collided with the installation vessel "Wind
Keeper" (IMO 9972749), flagged in the Marshall Islands, which was
docked. The latter also collided with a crane and the dock.

As a result of the incident, several blades from the wind farm were
damaged. According to estimates from local media, losses could
exceed $150,000, as each blade has a high economic value. So far, only
one person has been taken to the hospital with injuries. The vessel
"Brave Tern", owned by Fred. Olsen Windcarrier, remains detained by
the Danish Maritime Authority while inspections are conducted on the
damages to the vessels, the cargo, and the port facilities. The role of
weather conditions in the accident is also under investigation

31


https://www.puentedemando.com/en/esbjerg-port-collision-brave-tern-wind-keeper-thor/

