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Port of Barcelona opens tender for multipurpose terminal
2 Mar 2026

https.//www.porttechnology.orq/bort-of-barcelona-opens-tender-for-multipurpose-terminal/

The Port of Barcelona Management Board has approved the launch of a tender to
award a concession for a public multipurpose maritime terminal on the Princep
d’Espanya wharf, following the expiry of the current concession this year.

The new terminal will continue to handle non-containerised general cargo, a key
traffic segment for the port’s strategic positioning.

The tender is designed to ensure the service remains competitive, open to third
parties, and aligned with local logistical and industrial needs.

The facility will cover 87,425 square metres (m?), including existing office buildings
and parking, which will be retained, while other structures may be refurbished or
replaced by the successful bidder.

The terminal will handle general cargo and certain mixed traffic, but specialised
traffic such as passengers, dry or liquid bulk is excluded.

The specifications set a minimum volume for non-containerised cargo to prevent the
facility from focusing solely on containerships, while still allowing for some mixed
general RoRo and vertical handling containers.

The tender sets an indicative investment of around €3.6 million ($4.2 million) in civil
works and facilities.

The terminal must operate at least three mobile cranes (two under five years old at
the start of the concession) and six sets of auxiliary goods-handling equipment.
Additional specialised machinery will be required if traffic exceeds 15,000 TEUs per
year or 50,000 tonnes of RoRo cargo.

The concession will run for 16 years, with the option of early termination from
year 10 if port operations require reorganisation, with compensation for unamortised
investments.

In line with the port’s decarbonisation strategy, the tender incorporates
environmental criteria including energy efficiency, renewable energy generation,
water and electricity conservation, and the potential electrification of machinery.

The port confirmed that bids will be assessed on both technical and financial criteria.
On 27 January, ESPO confirmed that the Port of Barcelona had secured its fifth
EcoPorts PERS recertification, marking 20years of membership in the
environmental management programme.
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1C TSI launches $800m South L uzon Container Terminal
13 Mar 2026

https://www.porttechnology.org/ictsi-launches-800m-south-luzon-container-terminal/

International Container Terminal Services Inc. (ICTSI) has officially launched the
South Luzon Container Terminal (SLCT) as construction begins on what will become
the Philippines’ second-largest container terminal.

The $800 million facility is located around 110 kilometres south of Manila within the
Bauan International Port in Batangas.

Once completed, the terminal is expected to expand container-handling capacity in
Southern Luzon while supporting the country’s broader trade and logistics network.
The launch ceremony was led by Transportation Acting Secretary Giovanni Z. Lopez
and Bureau of Customs Commissioner Ariel F. Nepomuceno, alongside several
national and local officials.

Christian R. Gonzalez, ICTSI Executive Vice President, led the company’s delegation
and acknowledged the support of government agencies and local authorities involved
in the project.

“It’s never easy to take the first step. Having a vision is one thing, but making it
happen on the ground requires strong partnership with local leaders who are
committed to delivering critical infrastructure,” he said.

“We hope that what we unveil today will inspire everyone and demonstrate what can
be achieved through long-term collaboration and commitment.”

SLCT is situated within a naturally protected cove on Batangas Bay. The site is
expected to offer operational stability as the project progresses towards its target
completion in 2028 and prepares to handle ultra-large container vessels.

At full development, the terminal will feature an 800-metre quay, 38 hectares of yard
space, and an 18-metre berth depth. Annual capacity is projected to exceed 2 million
TEUs.

Phase 1 includes marine works and the construction of a 425-metre quay designed for
super post-Panamax operations.

Constructlon |s scheduled to take place between May and etember 2027, with

remote-controlled ship-to-shore cranes, 20
hybrid carriers and handlers.
Road access to the terminal will be prg
Batangas—STAR route and major South LuZo
under consideration through the Cavite-to
The project forms part of Philippine Presid
More infrastructure programme.
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https://www.gov.uk/government/news/record-breaking-order-for-british-steel-as-uk-and-nigeria-sign-landmark-746-million-ports-deal

Record-breaking order for British Steel as UK and Nigeria sign
19 Mar 2026 landmark £746 million ports deal

https.//www.qov.uk/qovernment/news/recora-breaking-order-for-british-steel-as-uk-ana-
nigeria-sign-landmark-746-million-ports-deal

UK Export Finance announces support for UK exporters to supply high-value
projects in Nigeria.

» Major vote of confidence in UK manufacturing as UK Export Finance guarantees
£746 million ($902m) to fund the redevelopment of two of Nigeria’s major trading
ports

* A record-breaking £70 million ($95m) contract for British Steel is the result of
at least £236 million of the overall deal being invested into British companies

« A Memorandum of Understanding will also be signed today between the UK and
Nigeria to explore and develop future trade and investment opportunities

Thousands of skilled UK jobs will be supported and hundreds of millions invested
into the economy as a historic financing deal is signed today [Thursday 19 March]
between the UK and Nigeria.

The £746 million sum will be used to support the refurbishment of two of Nigeria’s
major national maritime infrastructure facilities located in Lagos, the Lagos Port
Complex (Apapa Quays) and the TinCan Island Port Complex. It will be delivered
through UKEF’s Buyer Credit Facility coordinated and arranged by Citibank, N.A
London Branch (“Citi”).

The agreement between UK Export Finance, the UK government’s export credit
agency (UKEF), the Nigerian Ports Authority (NPA) and the Federal Ministry
of Finance, will deliver significant benefits for British businesses, with
at least £236 million of supplier contracts directed to British companies.

British Steel will supply 120,000 tonnes of steel billets to construction companies
Hitech Nigeria and ITB Nigeria for the ports deal, amounting to a £70 million
contract that represents British Steel’s largest export order backed by UKEF. It
follows from the Government’s newly announced Steel Strategy which seeks to
revitalise the steel sector.

It comes as the Prime Minister welcomes The President of the Federal Republic of
Nigeria, Mr. Bola Ahmed Tinubu, to Downing Street today, with the leaders
discussing shared priorities to strengthen the UK—Nigeria Strategic Partnership.

11



https://www.gov.uk/government/news/record-breaking-order-for-british-steel-as-uk-and-nigeria-sign-landmark-746-million-ports-deal
https://www.ukexportfinance.gov.uk/products-and-services/buyer-credit-facility/

id MAERSK LINE (DHANJIN SHIPPING
MMM 90556 ACL |wiwanHai

=V 7. CMA CGM “ Hapag-Lioyd OCCL

e resie sasea

m $ @CSAV @ K LINE
,//1\//;1/\(,’\8(/) ‘p'_ /ISLI)E' mo

Maritime
[ I1nes

77 N\
COSCO

SHIPPING
NN

12



Snake Island sl yshail jlie) 485 » L wasi — MSC

2026 < 11
https.//www.porttechnoloqy.orq/msc-signs-1bn-deal-to-expand-nigerias-snake-islana-port/

o ale 45 3adl el 48l (MSC) il Jaws giall an¥) sl S i de gane Cand g
Lagos & (SIP) Snake Island sl (& a3 Gl gla ddass skl Nigerdock 4
S a5yl 251 (EPC) elisyl s il jidiall 5 duigll Tade Caa ol LS

ITB Nigeria Ltd. & DEME Group

olai MSC 4e sane ol i) (1 s Ja = (Sapal SY 50 Shle Hslahy (3 - JLaiiny) 1aa Jady
L it o8 e gl CLadal)  dintl Al U

- daaal) Jualds

Cladl y5 (STS) Bl ) ciudl Cladl ) Glagind e )38 2910 Capa)ll sk
Jatiall s sl el giu e IS (MHC) Aliiall 50 sall

e 381 53 Lay (CD) sl zrdas (5 sisa €83 5165 G3ee () A5V g ) Jlaef Juai
ST s et 218 ) Jgea sl Adlaia) aa ¢ Adlad) AaDlall 5L (3ac

(RTG) 4shallas < jla) cld dima 4y jus Ciladl ;  m

: MSC 4e sena ) e
& 0=l Snake Island @bisls ddass jashai (A 4 )saal) s pall 3 Sl o) O
Lo (8 Widlaa! 3 3liae dedd oty MSC 4e sans ol 31l auad Nigerdock 4S

L& ) & sac
Snake Island slie 288a (e ad 555 8e L& 5 jatn g Baaa a8 3aaal) daadll ~idie

5L s Adaall Jaall Gad e 2l 58 55 3 aalud Ja) Al gl 5 a1 @l jladiny) O
1 sale JS0 Auala®BY) 45 5 pall 3 3a5 5 Apala®By) Colal Y|

el JI 8 zlall ) dgaidl ailiandl ol Jaill ) s MSC i je JSAIL sl
das ) Gyl Al 8 A G sladll

13


https://www.porttechnology.org/msc-signs-1bn-deal-to-expand-nigerias-snake-island-port/

MSC signs $1bn deal to expand Nigeria’s Snake Island Port
11 Mar 2026
https.//www.porttechnoloqy.orq/msc-signs-1bn-deal-to-expand-nigerias-snake-islana-port/

The Mediterranean Shipping Company (MSC) Group has signed a 45-year
concession agreement with Nigerdock to develop a new container terminal
at Snake Island Port (SIP) in Lagos.

The group has also finalised an Engineering, Procurement, and
Construction (EPC) contract with ITB Nigeria Ltd. and DEME Group to
deliver the project.

The investment forms part of MSC Group’s broader commitment to
Nigeria’s infrastructure and logistics sector, totalling over $1 billion.

The terminal is designed with a 910-metre quay capable of handling ship-
to-shore (STS) cranes and Mobile Harbour Cranes (MHC) for both deep-
sea vessels and barges.

Initial dredging will reach -16.5 metres Chart Datum (CD), matching the
existing navigation channel depth. A 30-hectare yard is planned with room
for expansion and hybrid rubber-tyred gantries (RTG).

The terminal design is reportedly scalable, allowing a final depth of -18
metres CD to accommodate larger vessels.

Diego Aponte, President of MSC Group, said: “Completing this key phase
in the development of Snake Island Container Terminal with Nigerdock
and our trusted partners demonstrates MSC Group’s commitment to
providing excellent service to our customers in Nigeria and throughout
Africa.

“The new terminal will open up opportunities, enhance efficiency, and
elevate Snake Island Port as a major global shipping center. Together with
our Group’s other long-term investments in Nigeria, it will generate many
local jobs and significantly increase economic revenue and resilience.”
Recently, MSC outlined inland routing options for Gulf-bound cargo as
security concerns persist across the Middle East.
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Yang Ming readies order for six LING dual-fuel boxships
13 Mar 2026
https.//splash247.com/yang-ming-readies-order-for-six-Ing-aual-fuel-boxships/

Taiwanese liner operator Yang Ming Marine Transport has approved plans to
order a new series of 13,000 teu containerships as part of a wider fleet
renewal and expansion strategy.

The company’s board of directors signed off on the plan, clearing the way
for six LNG dual-fuel neo-panamaxes, intended to replace older ships and
vessels nearing the end of charter contracts in the 4,250 teu to 6,500 teu
range.

The move forms part of the carrier’s long-term fleet strategy aimed at
strengthening its position in the main east—west trade lanes.

Yang Ming said the 13,000 teu design is well-suited to its existing fleet
structure and will complement the company’s 10,000 teu ships. The vessels
are expected to become a core part of its services linking Asia with North
America, South America and the Mediterranean.

Yang Ming is targeting a fleet of 124 ships and a total operating capacity of
around 1.25m teu by 2032, alongside a global container market share of
between 3% and 3.5%.

The Taipei-listed company currently operates close to 100 vessels and has an
orderbook of nearly 20 ships. In recent years, Yang Ming has gradually
expanded its fleet through a mix of secondhand neo-panamax acquisitions
and newbuilding orders.

Last year, the world’s 9th and Taiwan’s second-largest box carrier also
contracted a series of 8,000 teu ships in Japan and 15,000 teu vessels at
yards in South Korea as part of the same fleet modernisation programme.
The shipyard of choice and potential price tag for the latest series have yet to
be disclosed.
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Saudi Ports and Gulftainer launch Sharfah—Dammam corridor
23 Mar 2026

https.//www.logisticsmiddleeast.com/news/saudi-ports-ana-qulftainer-taunch-sharjah-
adammame-corridor

Saudi Ports Authority and Gulftainer launch Sharjah—Dammam corridor
to cut transit times and improve UAE-Saudi cargo movement

Saudi Ports Authority and Gulftainer have launched a new trade corridor
linking Sharjah and Dammam to accelerate cargo movement between the
UAE and Saudi Arabia.

The route connects Sharjah’s port network with King Abdulaziz Port in
Dammam through integrated land and sea transport, reducing transit
times and improving cross-border coordination.

The corridor enables direct cargo flows between the two locations,
supports multimodal transport, and aligns port operations with inland
distribution centres

Saudi Ports Authority states the initiative will increase cargo throughput
and improve supply chain efficiency, supporting Vision 2030 targets to
expand non-oil trade.

Gulftainer will provide port handling and logistics coordination across
Sharjah, enabling faster processing and improved reliability for
shipments.

The corridor is expected to strengthen UAE—Saudi trade flows, improve
delivery timelines, and support m fficient regional distributio
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Sri L anka: US$106Mn Agreement Signed To Boost Hambantota Port Operations

27 Mar 2026

https.//www.eurasiareview.comy/27032026-sri-lanka-usl106mn-agreement-signed-to-boost-
hambantota-port-operations/

In this regard, HIPG signed an agreement with China-based Shanghai
Zhenhua Heavy Industries Co. Ltd to procure Quay Cranes and Rubber
Tyred Gantry Cranes worth US$ 106 million. The agreement was
signed at the Hilton Colombo.

The event was attended by Minister of Ports and Civil Aviation Anura
Karunatilaka and Chinese Ambassador to Sri Lanka Qi Zhenhong as
chief guests.

HIPG remains a key and reliable foreign investment partner in Sri
Lanka, playing a significant role in the development of the country’s
port and maritime sector.

Strategically located near one of the world’s busiest East-West
shipping routes in the Indian Ocean, the development of Hambantota
Port is expected to strengthen its position as a secure, efficient, and
competitive maritime hub.

The new equipment is expected to improve cargo handling, logistics,
and port services, enabling higher capacity and faster operations,
while also attracting further international investment into Sri Lanka’s
maritime sector.
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Russian gas tanker drifting in the Mediterranean may explode,
threatening environmental disaster

19 Mar 2026

https.//www.euronews.comy/my-europe/2026/03/19/russian-gas-tanker-arifting-in-the-
mediterranean-may-explode-threatening-environmental-ais

drifting
among
coastal states .
Moscowselaims=that the:\essels=wi selongs to an  authorised "shadc
Ukrainian maritime drones. Kiev has not commented on these claims.
Aerial photos taken after the attack show a giant breach several dozen metres wide near the
waterline. The scale of the destruction was so great that Libyan authorities mistakenly declared the
ship a wreck on 4 March.

Hull damage and crew evacuation

The huge 277-metre tanker, its hull blackened by fire, lost control after explosions on 3 March,
when 30 crew members - mostly Russian and Filipino nationals - were forced to abandon ship.
According to Russian reports, pops continue to be heard on board, gas emissions have been
recorded, roll has increased, and localised fires have broken out in some compartments. At the time
of the crew evacuation, 450 tonnes of fuel oil, 250 tonnes of diesel fuel and significant volumes of
natural gas remained in the tanks, which significantly increases the risk of an emergency
development up to explosion.

Environmental risks and Europe's response

AFP footage taken on Sunday shows the vessel about 50 nautical miles southwest of Malta, with the
tanker's stern and sides visibly blackened by the fire.

Environmentalists have labelled the Arctic Metagaz a "floating time bomb" and warned that a leak
or explosion could cause long-term damage to one of the Mediterranean's most biodiversity-rich
areas. Experts note that the damaged hull and ongoing internal processes make the situation
unpredictable.

Leading environmental NGO WWF emphasised that possible contamination may have
consequences for years to come.

European governments are also concerned about the situation: Italy, France and seven other EU
countries have sent a joint appeal to the European Commission, warning of an "immediate and
serious danger" to the region.

Legal uncertainty

The vessel is drifting between Malta and the Italian islands of Lampedusa and Linosa while
remaining in international waters, complicating the question of who should take responsibility for
intervening.

Rescue teams are already in Malta, ready for possible intervention if the ship approaches the
country's territorial waters. However, the question of who exactly should act remains a matter of
diplomatic dispute.

Russian Foreign Ministry spokeswoman Maria Zakharova said Moscow controls the situation as a
flag state, but emphasised that international norms place responsibility for preventing environmental
damage on coastal states.

While it is being discussed who exactly should take decisive action, the Arctic Metagaz continues its
uncontrolled drift and the risk of a serious environmental incident remains high.
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