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Port of Rotterdam backs Carbonbid to cut emissions
15 Jan 2026

https.//www.porttechnology.orqg/news/port-of-rotterdam-backs-carbonbid-to-cut-emissions/

The Port of Rotterdam Authority has set up a tendering process whereby initiators receive
compensation if their activities reduce greenhouse gas emissions in the port area.

The essence of Carbonbid, as the port coined the process, is that it supports projects that
reduce the most CO2 equivalent at the lowest cost.

The outcome of the first Carbonbid process is that eight projects will together reduce
emissions in the port area by 575,000 tonnes of CO2e, for which the Port Authority will pay
€3.5 million ($4.1 million) over a period of four years. That is an average of €6 ($6.96) per
tonne of CO2e.

The Port of Rotterdam Authority has deliberately chosen to only allow projects that reduce
emissions within the port area. Emissions covered by ETS (European CO2 emission
allowances) are also excluded, and there is a maximum amount per project, so that many
different initiatives can be supported

The companies selected as winners are:
o  Xirqulate — Processing contaminated harbour sludge from the Slufter into raw

materials

o Reallze — Mobile ship degassing, removing the need for vessels to sail out to sea to
release cargo residues

« ECT —Replacing diesel automated guided vehicles (AGVs) with electric alternatives

«  Steinweg — Replacing diesel reach stackers with electric models

o  Celsius — Providing mobile shore power solutions

o  Fleet Robotics — Hull cleaning for small seagoing and inland waterway vessels

« Den Bosch / Nijmegen Max — Converting two inland waterway vessels from diesel-
electric to battery-electric propulsion

« Kalmar — Developing innovative electric reach stackers

The Carbonbid tendering process consisted of several phases. Of the 54 plans submitted, the
Port Authority first assessed whether they met the conditions. After that, a diverse panel of
experts questioned the applicants about the feasibility of their proposals.

Finally, accountancy firm EY assessed whether the intended COZ2e reduction is measurable
and verifiable. In the end, 20 projects remained. Contracts have now been concluded with the
eight companies that required the lowest contribution from the Port Authority per tonne of
CO2e avoided.

With these eight contracts, the budget of €3.5 million ($4.1 million) has been allocated. In
view of the success of Carbonbid, the Port Authority is considering organising a further
round of this tender.

Boudewijn Siemons, CEO of Port of Rotterdam Authority, said: “A great deal of attention is
always paid to CO2 reduction by industry, but logistics companies and all kinds of service
providers also have emissions.

“We aim to use Carbonbid to persuade those parties to become sustainable where
necessary. Doing this through a tendering process will reduce the : t i e st
cost.
“lI am pleasantly surprised by how diverse the projects are and tha "‘n ai
much greenhouse gas out of the air with this budget. Carbonbid is oS
achieve climate goals with relatively little money.”
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AD Ports expands Spanish footprint with Balenciaga
Astilleros Shipyard takeover

21 Jan 2026

https.//shipbpingteleqraph.comy/port-news/ad-porits-expands-spanish-footprint-with-
balenciaga-astilleros-shipyarad-takeover/

Abu Dhabi’s trade, transport and logistics solutions expert AD Ports Group has
expanded its European maritime footprint with the acquisition of Balenciaga
Astilleros Shipyard in Spain.

The group said its subsidiary SAFEEN Drydocks, part of Noatum Maritime, has
acquired 100% ownership of the shipyard, Spain’s shipbuilding and repair facility,
for a total consideration of €11.2m.

The transaction further consolidates the group’s operations in Spain and in the
Mediterranean region and complements its growing operations in the offshore wind
sector.

Located in the Basque region, the facility will operate under the name Balenciaga
Shipyard.

The infrastructure includes two drydocks, a 105-metre slipway, and a factory
equipped with automation and fabrication technologies spanning 22,385m2,

The shipyard also includes a 3,530m? cutting and manufacturing facility.

According to AD Ports Group, the yard is best known for the structural
prefabrication of large modules for offshore projects and for the construction of
complex vessels. It is one of very few Spanish shipyards specialising in the
construction of advanced service operation vessels (SOVs) which serve as floating
bases for offshore wind farms, as well as research vessels, offshore support vessels,
and specialised tugs.

AD Ports said the shipyard’s proximity to the North Sea and wider European
markets plays an important role in meeting the demand for specialised SOVs,
projected to rise significantly in the coming years, and supports the group’s strategy
to develop advanced offshore wind capabilities.

The move follows the group’s recent partnership with Masdar aimed at developing
offshore wind projects.

Captain Ammar Al Shaiba, CEO of AD Ports Group’s Maritime & Shipping Cluster,
said: “Balenciaga Shipyard’s expertise in advanced vessel construction, particularly
for the offshore wind sector, will enable us to further our ambitions while
facilitating knowledge transfer and best practice adoption across SAFEEN
Drydocks.

“Integrating one of Spain’s most advanced shipyards into our portfollo strengthens
our capabilities to support the global clean energy trans
the creation of high-value jobs and economic opportunityd
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European ports face persistent congestion as infrastructure
strains and operational delays intensify

29 Jan 2026
httos.://mykn.kuehne-nagel.com/news/article/european-ports-face-persistent-congestion-as

Weather disruptions, labour issues, limited investment, and shifting trade patterns are driving mounting pressure across
major terminals and regional shipping networks.

Large European port terminals remain affected by recurring constraints, including limited ospace, outdated planning,
congested transport links, strikes, drought, and snowfall.

These issues contributed to extended waiting times for ships throughout the previous year, and market analysts expect
such disruptions to persist into 2026.

They note that the causes vary frequently, ranging from labour actions to fluctuating river water levels, with both high
and low levels inhibiting vessel movements at different times.

Infrastructure pressures continue to limit efficiency: Recent snowfall has produced new operational challenges in key
hubs such as Rotterdam and Hamburg.

Maersk reported that delayed rail movements and slippery roads increased waiting times for both inbound and
outbound cargo, adding to congestion at several terminals.

Efficiency is further constrained by the tight relationship between port operations and inland transport, with ports like
Antwerp and Hamburg reliant on overland movements to destinations including Berlin and the Czech Republic.

Market analysts highlight that deteriorating infrastructure across parts of Europe, particularly worn motorways, ageing
bridges, and decades of underinvestment in the rail system, continues to hinder port performance.

The situation is particularly restrictive on a continent where port activity is highly dependent on reliable hinterland
connections.

Limited transparency and slow automation progress: A global ranking of container terminals was recently introduced
by the Norwegian classification society DNV, assessing performance and the degree of automation.

Dr Shahrin Osman, business developer at the organisation, describes insufficient investment in Europe compared with
Asia, where port authorities have committed significantly more capital to automation and advanced technology.

He attributes part of the shortfall to fragmented cooperation between port authorities, terminal operators, unions, and
employer groups, which complicates and delays necessary development.

Osman comments that shipping companies continue to express frustration over the lack of transparency surrounding
long-term European port expansion and upgrade plans. Without clear visibility of intended improvements to reduce
waiting times and increase productivity, companies face difficulties in planning and fleet decisions.

“It’s hard to see the light at the end of the tunnel when you don’t know the plans for how port authorities intend to
reduce waiting times and increase productivity at terminals,” he says.

In recent years, several major shipping companies have invested in European container terminals.

MSC has acquired a share in Hamburg’s largest container terminal, HHLA, while Hapag-Lloyd has expanded through
investments in domestic ports and facilities in Le Havre, Genoa, and Salerno.

Similarly, Hamburg's terminal EUROGATE and CMA CGM's port arm CMA Terminals have entered a partnership,
where the liner gets a 20% stake in the EUROGATE Container Terminal Hamburg. The two parties seek to support the
terminal’s planned Western Extension.

Analysts believe that the limited available land in Europe means future investments will focus heavily on improving
the efficiency of existing sites.

Rising labour costs and a worsening shortage of workers have made automation more urgent, with expectations of
increased spending on Al systems, autonomous vehicles, and remote-controlled operations.
While unions have traditionally opposed automation, analysts observe that resistance has eased as labour shortages
become more visible.

Red Sea reopening raises risks for European feeder operators: Feeder and short-sea carriers are expected to face
renewed challenges following the reopening of the Red Sea, with congestion pressures likely to intensify.

Constantin Baack, chief executive of MPC Container Ships, states that the first impact will be broader congestion
across networks, which will influence feeder services.

North Sea Container Line chief executive Bente Hetland notes that congestion will affect all companies operating in
Europe, regardless of whether they use the Suez Canal, becau_sgfgropean termmals h A‘h& | e in St ent
needed to expand key locations or improve efficiency. ”~ S TN
She explains that trade growth has outpaced the capacity of existing terminals, ’ ing i hare
multiple contingency plans. Smaller carriers without their own terminal infrastructure are*expectei ater
difficulty securing port access as competition for limited slofg ! ‘ '
“For small niche players that don’t have big volumes, it’s mose tHEHcUIET t
Baack observes that only a limited number of ships have fegURCa
under Danish or US flags for Maersk. g
Hetland however, expects that competitive pressures will |
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Port of Cleveland receives $4.2 million for improvement projects

28 Jan 2026

https.//spectrumnewsl.com/oh/columbus/news/2026/01/28/port-of-cleveland-receives--4-2-
million-for-improvement-projects

The Cleveland-Cuyahoga County Port Authority (the Port of Cleveland) was awarded $4.2 million through an

Ohio Department of Transportation grant program aimed at supporting maritime infrastructure investments across

Ohio.

Funds were awarded through the Ohio Maritime Assistance Program (MAP) and will support two port-led

construction projects: the Dock 22 Rehabilitation and Operational Efficiency Project and the CHEERS Early

Action Breakwater Project.

The Dock 22 project will receive $2.7 million and CHEERS will receive $1.5 million. Both projects aim to enhance

maritime trade, strengthen infrastructure along the waterfront, and support economic growth in Northeast Ohio.

“These investments strengthen the Port’s ability to move cargo efficiently, support regional economic growth, and

extend the life of critical maritime infrastructure,” said Jeff Epstein, president and CEO of the Port of Cleveland.

“We’re grateful to ODOT for recognizing the value of these projects and their impact on Ohio’s economy and

supply chain.”

Grants require a 50% local match and prioritize projects delivering measurable transportation and economic

benefits. MAP funds Ohio’s public port authorities for enhancing waterborne freight movement, expansion of

cargo-handling capacity, and support economic development along Lake Erie and the Ohio River.

“Ohio’s waterways are a critical asset to the state’s economy, and the Maritime Assistance Program provides

needed funding to improve port infrastructure safety that supports Ohio businesses,” said ODOT Director Pamela

Boratyn. “This program ensures that our maritime system remains a reliable and efficient link in the global supply

chain, driving job creation and long-term prosperity for both our Lake Erie and Ohio River communities.”

For the CHEERS Early Action Breakwater Project, MAP funding will support permitting, final engineering,

property acquisition and construction. Additional funding is being pursued through the National Fish and Wildlife

Foundation’s National Coastal Resilience Fund and a NOAA Transformational Habitat grant. The city of

Cleveland has also pledged $1.5 million to help move the project toward construction.

“This funding allows us to move CHEERS from planning into implementation,” said Linda Sternheimer, senior

vice president of urban planning and engagement. “By advancing an early phase of the project, we can streamline

permitting and finalize design, while laying the groundwork for the full, long-term strategy.”

When it is completed, CHEERS is expected to create approximately 3.1 million cubic yards of dredged material

capacity, which will extend the useful life of the Port’s Confined Disposal Facility by about 15 to 20 years, with the

continuation of existing beneficial-use operations.

For the Dock 22 Rehabilitation and Operational Efficiency Project, MAP funding will go toward upgrades and

improvements at its General Cargo Terminal. The Port of Cleveland said Dock 22 has not received significant

upgrades since its original construction in 1998.

Improvements include:

. Construction of a vehicle maintenance and hiring hall annex adjacent to Warehouse A, which will have a
two-bay garage for reach stackers and forklifts

o Concrete repaving and upgrades to stormwater and electrical infrastructure at Dock 22

) Bulkhead reinforcement to strengthen waterfront infrastructure

“These investments address long-standing infrastructure needs at Dock 22 and will significantly improve

operational efficiency, safety and reliability for our workforgegantOuimeistome s~” said Dave i ief
operatlng officer at the Port of Cleveland. “The contlnual pr ‘5‘\" ; | |s to

ol

'''''

the Port of Cleveland over the last ten years.
This year, planning and design will continue, with constructio
2030.
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CMA CGM and Stonepeak Announce Groundbreaking
Terminal Joint Venture, UNITED PORTS LLC

28 Jan 2026

https.//stonepeak.com/news/cma-cqm-ana-stonepeak-announce-groundbreaking-terminal-
Joint-venture-united-ports-Iic

o JV includes a quality portfolio of 10 major CMA CGM-operated terminals worldwide, including in the U.S.,
Brazil and Spain, as well as across Asia.
o Stonepeak to invest $2.4 billion to acquire a 25% minority stake in the newly formed JV.
o The new JV structure will drive accelerated investments in new terminal opportunities.
NEW YORK and LOS ANGELES, United States, January 28, 2026 — The CMA CGM Group, a global player in
sea, land, air and logistics solutions, and Stonepeak, a leading alternative investment firm specializing in
infrastructure and real assets, announced today an agreement to launch UNITED PORTS LLC, a U.S. Joint Venture
(“JV”) to acquire 10 of the major CMA CGM-operated port terminals worldwide. The JV is backed by a $2.4
billion investment from Stonepeak for a 25% minority stake.
“The creation of United Ports LLC, our joint venture with Stonepeak, marks an important step in the development
of our terminal activities in the United States and globally,” said Rodolphe Saadé, Chairman and CEO of CMA
CGM Group. “Through this strategic partnership, we bring together ten CMA CGM-operated terminals across six
countries, including major facilities such as FMS in Los Angeles, Port Liberty in New York, Santos in Brazil and
Nhava Sheva in India. By joining forces with a partner with strong infrastructure expertise, we strengthen our
ability to invest further in our port terminals, secure access to key gateways and enhance service quality for our
customers.”
“Container terminals play an essential role in global trade and are among the most difficult to substitute or replicate
transportation infrastructure assets,” said James Wyper, Senior Managing Director, Head of U.S. Private Equity,
and Head of Transportation & Logistics at Stonepeak. “This joint venture represents a truly differentiated
opportunity to invest in a high-quality portfolio of strategically located terminals alongside one of the largest and
most respected shipping and logistics groups in the world. We look forward to working closely with CMA CGM’s
expert team to support this critical infrastructure.”
A global joint venture spanning 10 major CMA CGM-operated ports
The transaction will include 10 key assets: Los Angeles Fenix Marine Services (United States), Port Liberty
terminals in New York and Bayonne (United States), Santos terminals (Brazil), CSP Valencia and CSP Bilbao
(Spain), Terminal Maritima del Guadalquivir (Spain), TTI Algeciras (Spain), Nhava Sheva Freeport Terminal
(India), CMA CGM Kaohsiung Terminal (Taiwan), and Gemalink in Cai Mep (Vietnam).
A strategic investment securing immediate funding for port infrastructure development: CMA CGM and Stonepeak
will respectively hold 75% and 25% ownership stakes in United Ports LLC, while CMA CGM will retain full
operational control. CMA CGM plans to reinvest the $2.4 billion in proceeds from the transaction in the continued
growth of Group core businesses, while expanding supply chain capacity to meet the ever-growing demand for
state-of-the-art shipping and logistics solutions across sea, land, air and logistics.
Long-term support to drive growth of a top-class international terminal portfolio
Today’s announcement is also the beginning of a long-term relationship between CMA CGM and Stonepeak,
including the potential to develop and support future investment capacity and new terminal projects in the U.S. and
globally. As part of the transaction, Stonepeak will have the opportunity to contribute an additional $3.6 billion in
funding for future joint terminal projects.
The transaction is expected to close in the second half of 2026, subject to customary regulatory approvals, including
relevant antitrust and foreign direct investment approvals.
About CMA CGM: The CMA CGM Group is a global player in sea, land, air and logistics solutions. Present in 177
countries, the Group employs 160,000 people worldwide. As the world’s 3rd largest shipping company, CMA
CGM serves over 420 ports with a fleet of more than 650 vessels. Its subsidiary CEVA Logistics is a leading global
logistics player, and CMA CGM AIR CARGO operates a dedicated air freight fleet. The Group is committed to the
energy transition, with an objective of Net Zero Carbon by 2050, and engages globally through the CMA CGM
Foundation in humanitarian aid and education. For more information, please visit cmacgm-group.com
About Stonepeak: Stonepeak is a leading alternative investment firm specializing in infrastructure and real assets
with approximately $80 billion of assets under management. Through its investment in defensive, hard-asset
businesses globally, Stonepeak aims to create value for its investors and portfolio companies, with a focus on
downside protection and strong risk-adjusted returns. Stonepeak, as spONSOrOF prijgge equitylaRaieredit et
vehicles, provides capital, operational support, and committed partnership gy Ve
which include transport and logistics, digital infrastructure, energy and
is headquartered in New York with offices in Houston, Washington, Dg
Sydney, Tokyo, Abu Dhabi, and Riyadh.
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MAERSK heads back to the Red Sea

15 Jan 2026
https.//splash247.com/?p=2553113

- 0 i

Danish carrier Maersk, the world’s second largest liner, has taken its first structural
step back into the Red Sea, deciding to reroute its MECL service, connecting the
Middle East and India with the US east coast, through the Suez Canal after months
of Cape of Good Hope diversions.

The service, which is fully operated by Maersk and not part of any alliance
network, allows the carrier to return to the originally designed pattern, cutting
transit times and restoring what it says is the most efficient routing for customers,
The structural return kicks off with the Cornelia Maersk, an 8,650 teu Danish-
flagged vessel, departing Oman’s port of Salalah on January 26, while the Maersk
Detroit will become the first eastbound ship back through Suez on February 3.

The decision follows two initial trial sailings through the corridor of the Maersk
Sebarok and the Maersk Denver and forms part of a gradual, stepwise approach to
resuming East—West navigation via the Red Sea. The group stressed that the move
remains conditional on the security situation in the region holding steady, The
carrier said it will continue to monitor developments closely and has contingency
plans in place should tensions flare again. These include reverting individual
MECL sailings, or the entire service, back to the longer Cape route if required.

Maersk has long maintained that the trans-Suez route is its preferred option when
conditions allow. The Suez Canal and the Red Sea corridor offer the fastest and
most fuel-efficient link between East and West, with clear benefits for emissions
and schedule reliability compared with the Cape of Good Hope, The company
added that close cooperation with the Suez Canal Authority has been central to
planning the return, with ongoing coordination aimed at ensuring safe operations
and predictable service levels as Maersk cautiously edges more services back
through the corridor. -
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L ibya signs US$2. 7bn deal to modernise Misrata Free Zone Port

20 Jan 2026

httos.://www.worldcarqgonews.comy/ports-terminals/2026/01/libya-signs-us2-7bn-deal-to-
modernise-misrata-free-zone-port/

The signing of the partnership Misrata Free Zone

Misrata Free Zone has signed a major PPP with TiL and Maha Capital to expand
Libya’s key port into a 4m TEU hub.

On 18 January, the Misrata Free Zone in Libya signed a long-term strategic public—
private partnership with Qatar-based Maha Capital Partners (MCP) and Terminal
Investment Limited (TiL), the investment and operating arm of the MSC Group, to
develop, modernise and expand Misrata Free Zone Port.

The agreement is described as the largest non-oil infrastructure investment in Libya
since 2011 and is positioned as a key step in rebuilding national infrastructure and
strengthening the country’s integration into regional and global supply chains.

With a target operational capacity of 4 m TEU per year, Misrata Free Zone Port aims to
establish itself as a major Mediterranean logistics gateway and a regional transhipment
hub. Total investment under the strategic partnership is projected to reach US$2.7
billion.

“Under the partnership, the port’s capacity is expected to be increased in phases. The
development programme includes comprehensive upgrades to operating systems,
equipment, berths and yards, alongside the integration of advanced digital terminal
operating systems to improve efficiency and reduce vessel turnaround times. Facilities
will be developed to accommodate deep-sea and ultra-large container vessels, while the
port will be directly integrated with the Free Zone and the surrounding industrial and
logistics ecosystem. The project will also implement international best practices in
safety, security and environmental sustainability,” Misrata Free Zone said in a
statement.

The Misrata Free Zone covers 2,576ha, with expansion plans extending to 20,000ha,
and operates a port that is estimated to handle 60-65% of Libya’s container trade,
making it the country’s most important maritime gateway.

According to initial estimates, the project is expected to create around 2,000 direct jobs
through the operation of existing container terminals and the deep-water terminal,
while more than 40,000 indirect jobs are anticipated across transport, services, industry
and supply chains.

The Misrata Free Zone is a state-owned entity operating under the authority of the
Libyan government. Misrata is a port city located approximately 200 km east of the
capital, Tripoli.
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AD Ports Group and BigBear.al partner for Al-powered
maritime trade and customs

29 Jan 2026

https.//smartmaritimenetwork.com/2026/01/29/ad-ports-group-anda-bigbear-ai-partner-for-
al-powereq-maritime-trade-and-customs/

Magta Technologies, the digital arm of AD Ports Group, and BigBear.ai have
signed a partnership agreement to research, design, and deploy new digital
trade and customs systems.

Magta Technologies provides a range of port community systems and national
single window platforms, to which BigBear.ai will add its expertise in
Artificial Intelligence (Al), including automated image analysis for customs
inspections and integrated risk management tools.

“Our partnership with BigBear.ai represents a significant step in advancing our
Al-driven digital trade and customs solutions,” said Captain Mohamed Juma
Al Shamisi, managing director and group CEO of AD Ports Group.

“By combining Maqta Technologies’ deep expertise in trade facilitation, port
community systems, and customs ecosystems with BigBear.ai’s advanced
capabilities in Al and customs, we would be well positioned to deliver next-
generation platforms that enhance efficiency, transparency, and risk
management across global trade and logistics networks.”

The companies intend to pursue commercial opportunities with external
customs authorities and port operators beyond their home markets. This
follows the opening of BigBear.ai’s first regional office in Abu Dhabi in
December 2025 and recent agreements by Maqgta Technologies to export
digital infrastructure to Pakistan and parts of Europe.

AD Ports Group currently operates 10 ports and terminals in the United Arab
Emirates and has expanded its international footprint to include operations in
Africa, Central Asia, and Europe.
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Valencia inks green corridor agreement to Panama

29 Jan 2026

https.//splash247.com/valencia-inks-qgreen-corridor-agreement-to-panama/

The port authorities of Valencia and Santos, Panama, have
signed a memorandum of understanding for the creation of a
green maritime corridor.

“The Santos—Valencia corridor reinforces our decarbonisation
strategy and will enable us to coordinate actions to promote the
use of low- or zero-emission fuels, the supply of electricity to
ships in port, the electrification of terminals and logistical
efficiency through advanced digital technologies,” said
Valenciaport president Mar Chao.

The initiative is part of the Global Gateway strategy, the

European external investment programme aimed at
strengthening strategic partnerships and accelerating the
transition towards more sustainable and competitive maritime
transport, with a particular focus on Latin America and the
Caribbean.
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Kandla Port Signs Deal To Set Up India’s First Port-Based Green Hydrogen
Plant, Pushing Maritime Operations Towards Clean Enerqy

29 Jan 2026

https.//swarafyamaag.comy/news-briet/kandla-port-signs-deal-to-set-up-indias-first-port-
based-green-hydrogen-plant-pushing-maritime-operations-towaras-clean-enerqy

Deendayal Port Authority (DPA), Kandla, has taken a decisive step
towards decarbonising India’s maritime sector by signing an agreement
with Oswal Greenzo Energies to set up a 5 MW green hydrogen plant
within the port premises.

The project involves the design, supply, installation, testing and
commissioning of the facility and is being positioned as the first port-
based green hydrogen plant in the country.

The initiative places Kandla at the forefront of sustainable port
infrastructure and aligns closely with the Centre’s broader clean energy
and manufacturing ambitions, including the Make-in-India and Make-
for-the-World programmes.

It also advances the objectives of the National Green Hydrogen Mission,
under which India aims to emerge as a global hub for green hydrogen
production and exports.

Once commissioned, the plant is expected to generate around 840 metric
tonnes of green hydrogen annually. The fuel will be deployed across port
operations, mobility solutions and associated logistics activities,
significantly reducing reliance on fossil fuels.

The project is expected to contribute meaningfully to cutting carbon
emissions across maritime, transport and logistics chains, while
demonstrating the viability of renewable energy adoption at major ports.
The project underlines DPA Kandla’s focus on advanced technologies,
renewable energy integration and innovation-led development,
strengthening its role in building a low-carbon and globally competltlve
maritime ecosystem. il \

imii
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