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Spain - Valencia port aims for carbon neutrality by 2035

5 Dec 2025

https://www.porttechnology.ora/news/valenciaport-aims-for-carbon-neutrality-by-2035/

Valencia port has announced that it aims to achieve carbon neutrality at its
facilities in Valencia, Sagunt and Gandia by 2035.

Within this timeframe, it also expects to achieve energy self-sufficiency, being
able to produce all the energy it needs to meet the consumption associated with
the economic and commercial activity of the various ports.

This is set out in the Net Zero Emissions Plan presented by the president of the
Port Authority of Valencia (APV), Mar Chao, who stressed that this document
will serve as the roadmap for the Port Authority to lead the entire decarbonisation
process for the port community as a whole, involving shipping companies,
terminal operators, land transport and port services, among others.

The plan, which has an investment (planned or already underway) of €900 million
($1 billion), €605 million ($704.9 million) from the APV and €295 million
($343.7 million) from private investors, is based on the principles of ‘resilience,
efficiency and protection’,

The president highlighted these principles and reaffirmed the APV’s commitment
to reducing the consumption of hydrocarbons and fossil fuels in favour of cleaner
energy sources with greater capacity.

The plan includes actions such as the construction of two new substations in the
Port of Valencia, which will be operational between 2026 and 2028, and the
provision of charging points (OPS) for ships at the various terminals.

Likewise, throughout 2027, an intelligent energy management system based on
the application of digital twins will be implemented.

Earlier this week, the Port of Valencia hosted the final H2PORTS conference,
highlighting pioneering tests of hydrogen-powered port machinery, including a
Reach Stacker, a 4x4 tractor unit, and a mobile refuelling station
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USA - Maersk opens new ground freight hub in Savannah

5 Dec 2025

https://www.porttechnology.org/news/maersk-opens-new-ground-freight-hub-in-savannah/

A.P. Moller-Maersk (Maersk) has opened a new 20,000 square feet Ground
Freight (MGF) Station in Savannah, GA, expanding its integrated logistics
network across the US.

The facility, equipped with three docks and a dedicated fleet, will provide
pickup and delivery (PU&D) services in the Savannah market, improving
speed, reliability, and local control for customers.

Savannah is a central link in Maersk’s US network, anchored by the Port of
Savannah, one of North America’s fastest-growing gateways.

Its location offers direct access to 1-95 and 1-16, connecting efficiently to
major Southeastern markets including Atlanta, Jacksonville, Charleston, and
Charlotte.

The new station complements Maersk’s existing Contract Logistics sites in
Savannah and follows recent Ground Freight facility openings in Lake City,
GA, and Dallas—Fort Worth, TX, creating a regional network of integrated
services.

Bob Livingston, Head of Maersk Ground Freight Operations, North
America, said: “This opening reflects our commitment to building a
stronger, more connected logistics network across the US Savannah is an
important part of that journey, helping us deliver integrated solutions that
simplify supply chains for our customers.”

In November, Maersk celebrated the opening of its flagship logistics centre
in Shanghai’s Lin-gang area, marking one of the company’s largest global
warehousing investments.
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MSC-backed AGL to develop Tanzania’s long-stalled Bagamoyo port

26 Dec 2025

https://www.maritimegateway.com/msc-backed-aqgl-to-develop-tanzanias-long-stalled-
bagamoyo-port/

Under a newly signed agreement, TPA has awarded AGL the mandate to design,
construct and operate the first phase of the port, comprising three berths.

After more than a decade of uncertainty, Tanzania’s ambitious Bagamoyo Port
project is finally set to move forward. The Tanzania Ports Authority (TPA) has
named Africa Global Logistics (AGL), a subsidiary of Mediterranean Shipping
Company (MSC), as the strategic partner for the development of the port,
marking a decisive turning point for the long-delayed initiative.

Under a newly signed agreement, TPA has awarded AGL the mandate to design,
construct and operate the first phase of the port, comprising three berths.
According to TPA Director General Plasduce Mbossa, construction work on the
initial berths is expected to commence in early January. He added that the
authority remains open to additional local and international investors as the
project progresses, underlining its potential to transform Tanzania’s port and
logistics landscape.

The agreement represents a major revival for a project first announced in 2013
and once positioned as a flagship under China’s Belt and Road Initiative.
Progress stalled in 2019 when the government of then President John Magufuli
scrapped the original deal, citing unfavourable and exploitative terms, including
extensive tax concessions sought by Chinese partners.

Since assuming office in 2021, President Samia Suluhu Hassan has revived the
Bagamoyo project, describing it as a national priority. The selection of AGL
signals a clear shift away from Chinese involvement toward a European-led
consortium, aligned with MSC’s expanding footprint across Africa through its
terminals arm, Terminal Investment Limited (TIL), and logistics subsidiary,
AGL.

AGL has been actively involved in port and logistics projects across several
African countries, including the Republic of Congo, Angola, Namibia and Cote
d’lvoire. The Bagamoyo investment is expected to further strengthen its access
to regional markets, leveraging the port’s strategic position on the Indian Ocean.
Once fully developed, the proposed $10 billion Bagamoyo Port is planned to
feature 28 berths, a vast special economic zone and capacity to handle up to 20
million TEUs annually—far exceeding the throughput of Dar es Salaam Port.

Kenya’s Lamu Port, which has recently begun attracti
after years of underutilisation.
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Morocco/Tanger Med mulls port complex expansion

16 Dec 2025

https://apanews.net/morocco-tanger-med-mulls-port-complex-expansion/

Faced with a rapid surge in maritime traffic, the Tanger Med port is preparing for a new
expansion phase designed to sustainably enhance its capacity and global standing.

The leading port in Africa and the Mediterranean, is set to launch a new extension
project to anticipate the sustained growth in container traffic and import-export
exchanges.

A consultation process has been initiated with national and international partners
recognised for their expertise in port infrastructure, paving the way for a large-scale
project of strategic importance for the kingdom.

This extension, whose exact name and scope remain to be specified, will not constitute
an autonomous port but will rather extend the existing capacities of the current
complex, particularly those of Tanger Med 2. The stated objective is clear: to meet the
growing pressure exerted by transshipment traffic while supporting the rise in
commercial flows related to the Moroccan economy.

Port authorities are favouring a progressive and controlled approach, based on targeted
discussions with operators capable of supporting a capital- and technology-intensive
project.

The port’s recent performance highlights the urgency of this decision. In 2024, Tanger
Med crossed a new milestone by handling over ten million TEU containers, recording
double-digit year-on-year growth. This momentum positions the complex among the
world’s main transshipment hubs, while fueling fears of short-term saturation if no
additional capacity is deployed. By 2025, the platform could reach its operational
limits, within a context of international supply chain restructuring.

Two technical scenarios are currently being considered for the location of this
expansion. The first would involve extending the existing site eastward, in the
immediate vicinity of the current perimeter, to capitalise on the already established
infrastructure. The second would focus on a more distant extension to the west,

logistical, environmental, and securlty constraints.

Designed from the outset as a port of internationg
established itself as a key platform for global maritifi
thanks to its strategic position on the Strait of Gibra
its core business, the share of import-export trade continuUes to' inc
structuring role for the national economy. ’
The future expansion thus appears to be a decisive Iey
competitiveness, maintaining its international rank, ' f@
Morocco’s industrial and commercial trajectory.
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Spain - Barcelona launches €1.7B plan to decarbonise port operations

5 Dec 2025

https://www.porttechnology.org/news/barcelona-launches-e1-7b-plan-to-decarbonise-port-
operations/

Pla de Transicié Energ
del Port de Barcelond

Fourth Strategic Plan, establishing the port’s energy policy through 2040 with the
goal of reducing GHG emissions by 85 per cent compared to 2017 and achieving
emissions neutrality by 2050.

The plan outlines measures to decarbonize port operations, secure sustainable
energy, and position the port as a hub for energy-related activities.

Its immediate target is to halve emissions by 2030, cutting the equivalent of 1
million tonnes of CO2—the annual output of 240,000 cars.

The Energy Transition Plan includes an Action Plan of over 150 measures across
four areas: decarbonising port activity; sustainable energy consumption; energy
supply resilience; and innovation for new business models and emerging
technologies.

By 2030, the port aims to electrify 50 per cent of port operations and connect 65 per
cent of container calls to OPS systems, increasing to 90 per cent by 2050.

Local energy production is a priority, with plans for 100 MWp of photovoltaic
energy and 100,000 tonnes of sustainable fuels per year, including biomethane and
synthetic fuels, supporting maritime green corridors and attracting efficient vessels.
Hydrogen development, CO2 capture systems, and circular economy technologies
are also included.

The plan is supported by the wider Barcelona Port Community, with total
infrastructure investments projected at €920 million ($1.07 billion) in private funds
and €780 million ($908 million) in public funds.

Indicators will be published annually to track progress, with periodic reviews to
adjust strategies as technologies and regulations evolve.

Port President, José Alberto Carbonell, said: “The plan marks port planning for the
coming years and will transform our energy model, generating new business areas.”
Morever, the Environmental Sustainability Director, Hector Calls, added: “This
positions the port as a benchmark in sustainability, energy innovation and a model of
resilience on a Mediterranean and European scale.”

Recently, the Territorial Commission of Catalonia approved the Intermodal Logistics
Terminal of the Port of Barcelona Urban Master Plan (PDU), a document that
organises the development of the railway infrastructure in the south area of the port.
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Spain — Canada - MSC launches new Spain-Canada service

5 Dec 2025

https://www.porttechnology.orag/news/msc-launches-new-spain-canada-service/

The Mediterranean Shipping Company (MSC) has announced that it
will strengthen its transatlantic offering with a new connection from

Northern Spain to Canada — the Canada Express Service.

Designed to deliver unparalleled transit times and guarantee space and
equipment on all departures, this new MSC service is the ideal solution
for exporters in northern Spain looking to expand their business and
trade relations with the Canadian market, reported MSC.

Starting with the MSC YANG R, voyage number CE551A, departing
the Port of Vigo on 22 December, the rotation of the new service is as
follows:

Malaga — Sines — Vigo — Gijon — Bilbao — Felixstowe — Antwerp — Le
Havre — Montreal — Halifax — Malaga — Sines

Last month, MSC launched a new intermodal rail service operating
from the Batajnica terminal near Belgrade, connecting Serbia directly
with the Port of Trieste
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APM Terminals powers up MedPort Tangier with new STS cranes

16 Dec 2025

https://www.worldcargonews.com/news/2025/12/pm-terminals-powers-up-medport-tangier-
with-new-sts-cranes/

Chinese manufacturer ZPMC recently delivered four new Ship-
to-Shore (STS) cranes to APM Terminals MedPort Tangier
(TM2) in Morocco, boosting its fleet from 20 to 24 units to
increase capacity and efficiency for handling growing global
trade volumes, with these advanced, remote-operated cranes

enhancing productivity and reliability at the key Tanger Med port
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Kuwait, China ink $4bn deal to build Mubarak Al-Kabeer Port

23 Dec 2025

https://www.arabnews.com/node/2627228/business-economy

MUBARAK AL-KABEER PORT PROJECT

CONTRACT SIGNING CEREMONY | 2025
S 2025 | 1A eylio clito Fopiio 20c £46GT JOn S

Kuwait has signed an engineering, procurement and construction contract with China
valued at around $4 billion to construct the Mubarak Al-Kabeer Port on Bubiyan Island.
The agreement was signed by Minister of Public Works Noura Al-Mashaan and Chen
Zhong, deputy chairman of China Communications Construction Co., according to the
Kuwait News Agency,

The deal aligns with Kuwait’s efforts to overhaul its infrastructure and strengthen its
strategic position as a regional transport and logistics hub.

Addressing the signing ceremony, Prime Minister Sheikh Ahmad Abdullah Al-Ahmad Al-
Sabah said relations between the two countries are built on historical ties, mutual political
respect, confidence, and shared interests.

“These ties are based on the sagacious vision of the leaderships in the two countries, joint
will to consolidate constructive cooperation at various levels and promote the bilateral
relations to the level of strategic partnership,” KUNA quoted the prime minister as
saying.

He added that development of the port is one of the key factors that will shape the
country’s future economic growth.

The prime minister said the project would enhance Kuwait’s share of regional and
international trade and strengthen its role in the global supply chain.

According to Al-Sabah, the port is also essential to achieving the objectives of New
Kuwait Vision 2035, contributing to economic diversification, increasing national income,
creating quality job opportunities, and strengthening the logistics and commercial
sectors.

For her part, Al-Mashaan said the port is expected to strengthen Kuwait’s maritime
transport infrastructure by boosting the operational capacity of the country’s ports.

She added that the deal is a cornerstone for constructive cooperation between both Kuwait
and China.

Chinese acting charge d’affaires Liu Xiang said the deal constitutes participation in the
Belt and Road Initiative, KUNA reported.

China considers the Middle East a key partner in the initiative, a global infrastructure
strategy launched more than a decade ago under President Xi Jinping.

The signing ceremony was also attended by First Deputy Prime Minister and Interior
Minister Sheikh Fahad Yusuf Saud Al-Sabah, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of
State for Cabinet Affairs Shareedah Al-Mousherji, Head of the Prime Minister’s Diwan
Abdulaziz Dekheel Al-Dekheel, as well as ministers and senior state officials.
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Mawani Signs 3 MoUs with Global Shipping Lines to Support Saudi Exports

27 Dec 2025

https://english.aawsat.com/business/5220145-mawani-signs-3-mous-global-shipping-lines-
support-saudi-exports

The Saudi Ports Authority (Mawani) signed on Tuesday three memoranda of
understanding (MoUs) with major international shipping lines: MSC, Maersk,
and CMA CGM.

The agreements were signed on the sidelines of the Made in Saudi Expo 2025
and in partnership with the Saudi Export Development Authority (Saudi
Exports).

The memoranda aim to support national exports and Saudi exporters by boosting
access to global markets through an integrated logistics services ecosystem that
connects the Kingdom’s ports with international destinations via leading global
shipping lines.

The initiative provides exporters with broader opportunities for expansion and
growth, while reinforcing international confidence in the quality of Saudi
products by ensuring fast, efficient, and reliable delivery.

The MoUs establish a strategic framework for cooperation among the signatories
to deliver innovative and integrated logistics solutions, facilitate the export of
Saudi products, and boost the availability of empty containers at the Kingdom’s
ports to ensure sufficient inventory levels that meet exporters’ needs.

They aim to expand joint initiatives that contribute to increasing Saudi exports in
line with the goals of Saudi Vision 2030. This includes organizing workshops,
conferences, and exhibitions to raise awareness, bolster exporters’ capabilities,
measure satisfaction with logistics services, and promote national exports
globally.

The MoUs seek to improve Saudi exporters’ access to new markets by providing
advanced and efficient logistics solutions through Jeddah Islamic Port, King
Abdulaziz Port in Dammam, and Jubail Commercial Port, alongside efforts to
further automate port operations.
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Sudan, Turkey sign twinning agreement for Port Sudan, Mersin ports

23 Dec 2025
https://sudantribune.com/article/308566

Sudan and Turkey reached a twinning agreement between Port Sudan and
Mersin ports on Tuesday, a move set to increase cooperation and maritime trade
between the two countries.

The Turkish Ambassador to Sudan, Fatih Yildiz, had previously expressed his
country’s desire to pursue investment partnerships with Sudanese ports and to
establish a twinning arrangement during a March 25 meeting with the director of
the Sea Ports Corporation (SPC), Geilani Mohamed.

The governor of the Red Sea State, Mustafa Mohamed Nour, and the director of
the SPC, Geilani Mohamed Geilani, are currently visiting the Turkish province
of Mersin.

The Sudan News Agency (SUNA) reported that a memorandum of
understanding (MoU) was signed during the visit to twin the ports of Port Sudan
and Mersin.

The agency said the memorandum aims to enhance cooperation in technical
fields related to port development and to improve operational and logistical
efficiency. This will be achieved through the exchange of expertise, the
implementation of specialized training programs and the transfer of modern
technology related to port management and operations.

The MoU also opens the door to developing commercial and industrial projects
and to strengthening partnerships between the two sides, contributing to trade
exchanges and improving the trade balance between Sudan and Turkey.

Yildiz said in a post on the X platform that Port Sudan and Mersin had become
twin ports under the memorandum of understanding signed today.

“In this way, we are opening the way to enhancing cooperation and increasing
maritime trade between the two ports,” he added.

Port Sudan, which includes sub-ports such as the South Port for container
operations, the North Port for importing goods, and Bashayer for exporting
South Sudanese oil, requires comprehensive rehabilitation to enable it to receive
large vessels.

Port workers, most of whom come from East Sudan communities, have

historically opposed modernization attempts at the facility for fear of job losses.
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Container overboard detection and reporting system launched

18 Dec 2025
https://splash247.com/?p=232364

Eyesea and EVI Safety Technologies are rolling out an artificial intelligence system
designed to detect and report containers lost overboard using standard onboard
cameras. Following development and testing in simulation environments, the
technology is now ready for trials aboard operational vessels.

The system uses computer vision and machine learning, using onboard deck and
bridge cameras to automatically identify and count containers either falling from a
ship or observed adrift. Once detected, incident data can be immediately transmitted
to registered vessel owners, flag states, and—where appropriate—coastal
authorities.

This capability aligns directly with the upcoming IMO mandatory reporting
requirements for lost containers, which call for prompt reporting of the position,
number of containers, and any available information on contents—especially
dangerous goods. The Eyesea—EVI system is designed to support compliance with
these rules by producing precise, geo-tagged imagery and structured incident data
the moment a loss or drifting container is detected. This helps bridge crews meet
regulatory expectations for immediate notification while improving the quality and
consistency of reports sent to authorities and nearby vessels.

EVI Safety Technologies CEO Vladimir Ponomarfev said: “It’s amazing to be able
to apply the advances of machine learning and Al to help the maritime sector tackle
an environmental and safety challenge that has been underserved for decades.”
Beyond regulatory compliance, real-time detection and automated reporting address
a long-standing maritime challenge: container-loss events often go unobserved or
are reported too late to warn other vessels.

Containers falling overboard are reported very often by Splash with two incidents
recorded in the last fortnight.
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India - Coal Fire Doused on Bulker Loading in India

2 Dec 2025

https://maritime-executive.com/article/coal-fire-doused-on-bulker-loading-in-india

Fire services responded quickly to reports of smoke billowing from a bulker that
was loading in the Paradip, India, port over the weekend. They were able to
successfully douse the fire without injuries to the crew, but it again raised questions
about the handling of the dangerous cargo.

The Greek-owned bulker Eco Colonel, registered in Liberia, had arrived at Paradip
on November 27. Over the weekend, the vessel was loading a cargo of nearly
30,000 metric tons of coal for shipment in India. According to the local media
reports, smoke was observed coming from one of the vessel’s holds as the coal was
being loaded by conveyor belt.

As the smoke grew thicker and more intense, the decision was made to move the
vessel, which is 82,000 dwt and 229 meters (751 feet), to another berth within the
port to gain better access to the hold. Fire crews began offloading and watering the
coal. Port operations were also suspended.

The Paradip Fire Department at the port said that after about two hours, it believed
the fire had been contained. They said it was safe to reopen the port. There was
minor damage reported to both the vessel and the coal loading conveyor belt.

The Eco Colonel, which was built in 2012, remains at the port as the investigation
Is ongoing. The authorities are thankful that a port worker quickly alerted the teams
to the potential danger and that it could be controlled quickly. They have yet to
confirm what caused the fire.

Media reports cite the high flammability of the coal and the danger of spontaneous
combustion. Port officials are reportedly looking at the watering of the coal and
whether there had been insufficient amounts of water sprayed before the loading. A
lack of ventilation in the hold or in the stockpile could also have contributed to the
fire.

The dangers of handling and shipping coal were demonstrated in August at the Port
of Baltimore when an explosion tore a 30-ton hatch cover off a bulker. The vessel
W Sapphire had completed loading and just departed the terminal when a massive
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Indian Police File Charges Following Wan Hai 503 Fire Incident - Maritime
Fairtrade

25 Dec 2025

https://maritimefairtrade.org/indian-police-file-charges-following-wan-hai-503-fire-incident/

In the aftermath of two significant maritime disasters off the coast of Kerala,
India, police have initiated criminal proceedings against the owner, captain, and
crew of the Wan Hai 503, a Singapore-flagged containership that experienced a
catastrophic fire at sea on June 9. This legal action follows a similar case
concerning the sinking of the MSC Elsa 3 near Kochi.

The Wan Hai 503 incident gained major media attention as the vessel, carrying
over 1,700 containers, including more than 140 classified as hazardous, was
engulfed in flames following a series of explosions while en route from Colombo
to Mumbai. The Indian Coast Guard and Navy launched an extensive firefighting
and rescue operation, successfully evacuating 18 of the ship’s 22 crew members.
The fire-ravaged ship has since been towed to a location further from the shore.
Tragically, the situation has been compounded with the recovery of a body
believed to be one of the missing crew members washed ashore in Alappuzha.
This discovery followed the previous day’s finding of a lifeboat and a container
from the Wan Hai 503 along the same coastline. Authorities are currently working
to confirm the identity of the deceased individual.

Legal repercussions pertaining to the Wan Hai 503 mirror those faced by the MSC
Elsa 3, which sank last month near Kochi. In this case, the Kerala Coastal Police
has also filed charges against the responsible parties, pointing to negligence and a
lack of adherence to safety protocols.

Additionally, the Kerala High Court has issued a conditional arrest order for the
MSC Polo II, another Liberian-flagged containership and sibling to the sunken
MSC Elsa 3. This ruling was made in light of a cargo loss claim from Sans
Cashew India. Previously, on June 12, a conditional arrest was placed on yet
another sister vessel, MSC Manasa F, related to separate claims from another
cashew company whose cargo was reported to be aboard.

These maritime incidents have sparked concerns about safety standards in the
shipping industry and have led to an increased scrutiny of the operational
practices of containerships in Indian waters.
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