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Stena RoRo signs Letter of Intent with China Merchant
Inaustries Weihai for 2+2+2 C-Flexer newbuilds

20 Oct 2025
httos.//www.shipbax.com/en/news/stena-roro-signs-letter-of-intent-with-china-merchant-
inaustries-weihai-for-222-c-flexer-newbuilds.aspx

Ro-RoStena RoRo AB has signed a Letter of Intent for 2+2+2 RoRo
cargo ships with a capacity of 3,000-4,700 lane metres. Stena RoRo sees
this LOI as a strategic investment for Stena RoRo in a segment which
for a long time has been underinvested.

The C-Flexer design builds on the previous experience of the successful
E-Flexer and NewMax concepts with a combination of a highly efficient
hull form, engines ready for future fuels and an expandable battery
hybrid design.

“These ships will be built for today and designed for tomorrow,”
— Per Westling, CEO, Stena RoRo AB

Stena C-Flexer, basic specifications:

Length: 200 m

Draught: 7,3 m

Beam: 28 or 31 m

Capacity: 3-deck version: 3.000 — 3.400 lane metres
Capacity: 4-deck version: 4.100 — 4.700 lane metres
Speed: 21 knots
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Panama Ccanal Authority Unveils $2.6 Billion Plan To
Build Two New Ports By 2029

28 Oct 2025
httos.://www.marineinsight.com/shipping-news/banama-canal-authority-unveils-2-6-billion-plan-
to-build-two-new-ports-by-2029/

The Panama Canal Authority (ACP) has announced plans to build two new port terminals worth
US$2.6 billion by 2029 to increase capacity and stay competitive amid uncertainty over the future of
Hong Kong-based Hutchison Holdings’ port operations in Panama.
The two new terminals, Corozal on the Pacific side and Telfers on the Atlantic, will increase
Panama’s container-handling capacity from 9.5 million TEUs to 15 million TEUs annually.
The ACP plans to award construction and concession contracts before the end of 2026, with both
ports scheduled to begin operations in 2029.
The announcement followed a consultation meeting with around twenty global port and shipping
companies, including Cosco Shipping Ports, PSA International, Evergreen, Hapag-Lloyd, and
Maersk, who expressed interest in the project.
ACP Vice President of Finance Victor Vial said that the expansion is essential for maintaining
Panama’s competitive position in global trade. He remarked that if expansion does not occur in
Panama, neighbouring countries may seize the opportunity instead.
The authority also intends to invest more than US$8.5 billion over the next decade to expand and
diversify its business portfolio. Alongside the new ports, projects under consideration include a gas
pipeline and a new reservoir.
ACP Administrator Ricaurte Vasquez recently observed that Panama’s five existing main ports,
operated by companies from the United States, Taiwan, Hong Kong and Singapore, are operating
close to capacity.
He added that the new development would add approximately 5 million TEUs of container
transhipment capacity each year, helping relieve congestion across the canal zone.
The project comes as the future of the Balboa (Pacific) and Cristobal (Atlantic) terminals, both
managed by Hutchison’s subsidiary Panama Ports, remains uncertain.
Hutchison is currently seeking to sell its stakes in these terminals to a consortium led by U.S.-based
BlackRock and Terminal Investment Limited (TiL), an affiliate of Mediterranean Shipping Company
(MSC).
The deal, valued globally at US$22.8 billion, has been welcomed by Washington but opposed by
Beijing, which has reportedly sought the inclusion of Chinese state-owned Cosco in the consortium.
According to Hong Kong analyst Lau Siu-kai, Panama’s decision to develop new terminals could
help the country regain control and reduce geopolitical tension by diversifying port ownership. He
noted that if more companies are involved, the strategic importance of Hutchison’s ports to both the
U.S. and China could decrease.
However, Lau also said that the dispute over Hutchison’s existing ports is unlikely to end soon, as
both countries are expected to keep firm positions on the issue.
Meanwhile, Panama’s Supreme Court is reviewing several lawsuits that could cancel Hutchison’s
port concessions. Canal Affairs Minister Jos¢é Ramon Icaza said the government is ready for any
scenario and would appoint an interim operator if needed before launching a new tender.
The 80-kilometre-long Panama Canal, opened in 1914 and handed over to Panama in 1999, handles
about 5% of global sea trade
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Ashdod Port launches NIS 1.5 billion infrastructure
upqrade to boost capacity and resilience

28 Oct 2025
httos. //www.ynetnews.comy/business/article/s1tyyéprel

Investment includes electric cranes, expanded container yards, and energy systems aimed
at modernizing operations and securing Israel’s maritime supply chain against future
challenges s

plan to enhance operational efficiency, expand capacit'v
component of Israel’s supply chaln

transforming existing quays into specialized terminals tailored to dn‘ferent cargo types.
This segmentation aims to streamline operations, improve logistics, and position Ashdod
Port as a regional leader in sustainable and innovative port operations

Key components of the investment include: NIS 250 million for 12 electric ERTG cranes,
part of a broader plan to purchase 34 cranes by 2030; NIS 180 million for a new
dedicated electrical substation, designed to support electric-powered port operations and
enhance energy resilience; NIS 100 million to expand the container yard behind Quay 21,
adding space for 4,000 additional containers; NIS 120 million for advanced jib cranes to
improve handling of general and bulk cargo at Quays 7 and 9; and NIS 500 million for
the second phase of the Quay 21 upgrade, including a new container yard, cranes and
energy infrastructure

The newly completed switchgear room transforms high-voltage electricity into low-
voltage power for port use, while the substation provides reliable electricity for vessels
and cranes, supports increased capacity for refrigerated containers and ensures backup
power in emergencies.

The upgraded jib cranes, with a 48-meter working radius, will handle bulk, general, and
heavy project cargo up to 124 tons. The improvements will enable Quays 7 and 9 to
accommodate ships of up to 100,000 tons, significantly boosting the port’s throughput
and flexibility.

Shaul Schneider, chairman of the Ashdod Port board, said the investments are aligned
with the company’s long-term vision. "In an era of global uncertainty, Ashdod Port must
remain a reliable strategic asset,” he said. “These investments—ranging from electric
cranes to energy infrastructure—reflect our commitment to supporting the Israeli
economy and leading the region in port innovation.”

CEO Nissan Levy added that the investment program reinforces the port’s ability to
operate effectively under all conditions. “Our teams are managing this extensive
development while continuing daily operations. These prOJects ensure our readiness to
provide fast, stable service even during emergencies.” -
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Emirate — Somalia - DP World enhances East Africa link with Berbera route
16 Oct 2025

https.//www.porttechnology.orqg/news/dp-world-enhances-east-africa-link-with-
berbera-route/

DP World has launched a new shipping route connecting Jebel Ali Port in the UAE
with Berbera Port in Somaliland.

Operating every nine days, the service enhances DP World’s global network and
bolsters Berbera’s role as a maritime gateway and logistics hub in East Africa.
Scheduled calls at Aden and Djibouti provide additional connectivity along the route.
From Berbera, cargo can move inland to destinations such as Ethiopia, offering an
alternative to overland trucking via Djibouti Port.

The route aims to improve transit predictability and reduce exposure to regional
bottlenecks.

Berbera port features a 1,050-metre quay system, including a 400-metre berth capable
of handling Triple E vessels, along with bulk and breakbulk handling facilities. It also
has capacity to handle about 4 million heads of livestock annually.

The port hosts a modern container terminal and the Berbera Special Economic Zone
(BSEZ), intended to attract investment and support industrial growth.

Ganesh Raj, Group COO, Marine Services at DP World, said: “The Jebel Ali to
Berbera service further complements DP World’s investment drive into Africa.
Building on the significant infrastructure we have developed across the continent, the
service enhances connectivity for our customers as we continue to boost trade links
between the Middle East and East Africa. In doing so, we are supporting the growth of
resilient, sustainable corridors that unlock prosperity for our partners, customers and
the communities we serve.”

Supachai Wattanaveerachai, CEO, DP World Horn of Africa, added: “The launch of
this new corridor is a milestone in our ambition to build faster, safer, and more reliable
trade routes. It reflects our commitment to creating meaningful economic benefits for
businesses and communities in the region.

“Our work in Berbera is already stimulating trade and industry, while supporting
wider community development. Looking ahead, this service will strengthen Berbera S
role as a gateway for East Africa’s future growth and-prosperity.” ,‘
Recently, DP World partnered with Tashkent lovestma ) hkent City
Administration, to develop and operate a_new multlmodal Iomst
Tashkent, Uzbekistan.
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CMA CGM adds direct Vung Tau call on MEX1 service

6 Oct 2025

https.//www.porttechnoloqy.orqg/news/cma-cgm-adds-direct-vung-tau-call-on-mexI1-service/

CMA CGM, has announced the launch of a new direct call at Vung
Tau, Vietnam, in CMA CGM’s Gemalink Terminal on its MEX1

service.

The first Vung Tau call on MEX1 will be operated by M/V CMA
CGM JULES VERNE voy. OMEM3W1MA with the following
schedule:

Vung Tau (ETA 27/10) — Valencia (ETA 25/11) — Barcelona (ETA
28/11) — Fos (ETA 30/11) — Malta (ETA 05/12)

In addition, CMA CGM is enhancing its coverage in Cambodia with a
fast barge service from Phnom Penh, offering a competitive transit
time to Vung Tau and seamless integration into its network.

Last month, CMA CGM Group announced the acquisition of
Freightliner’s UK intermodal operations, in a deal that includes its rail
and road logistics services, inland terminals, and the Freightliner
brand.

—
ASIA LINE FOCUS VIETNAM
CMA‘E/GM Connecting Vietham & Cambodia to Mediterranean ports

i Minh City to West Med Ports
ia dedicated feeder connections
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Kingdom of Saudi Arabia-Mawani ports see slight dip in September container volumes

7 Oct 2025

https.//www.porttechnoloqy.orqg/news/mawani-ports-see-slight-dip-in-september-container-
volumes/

The ports supervised by the General Authority for Ports (Mawani) have
handled 654,865 TEUs in September 2025, compared to 673,368 TEUS
during the same period last year, reflecting a 2.75 per cent decrease.

Outgoing containers reached 237,349 TEUSs, a decrease of 7.14 per cent
compared to 255,606 TEUSs last year. Incoming containers decreased by
3.02 per cent to reach 250,725 TEUs compared to 258,521 TEUs last year.
Transshipment containers increased by 4.74 per cent to reach 166,791
TEUSs, compared to 159,241 TEUs last year.

Additionally, ports supervised by the Saudi Ports Authority achieved a 9.52
per cent increase in the number of containers handled during August 2025,
reaching 750,634 standard containers, compared to 685,414 standard
containers during the same period last year.

Mawani also achieved an 8.6 per cent increase in the total tonnage handled
during September 2025, reaching 22.5 million tonnes, compared to 20.7
million tonnes during the same period last year.

The total general cargo reached 1.2 million tonnes, solid bulk cargo reached
5.7 million tonnes, and liquid bulk cargo reached 15.6 million tonnes.
Maritime traffic also increased by 1.1 per cent to reach 1,001 ships,
compared to 990 ships during the same period last year.

Earlier this summer, Mawani signed a land lease contract with the National
Petroleum & Petrochemical Tanks & Pipeline Co. (Petrotank) to establish
an integrated marine bunkering hub at King Fahad Industrial Port in Yanbu.
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Marsa Maroc, CMA CGM sign deal for Nador West Med Terminal
24 Oct 2025

https.//www.porttechnoloqy.orqg/news/marsa-maroc-cima-cqm-sign-aeal-for-nador-west-mea-
terminal/

Marsa Maroc and CMA Terminals have announced the signing of a new partnership
agreement, following the comprehensive framework deal established between Tanger

Med Group and CMA CGM in October 2024,

The agreement marks CMA Terminals’ entry into the share capital of the concession
company for the West Terminal at the Port of Nador West Med, a key Moroccan port
on the Mediterranean.

Once approved by the relevant authorities, Marsa Maroc will hold 51 per cent of the
concession company’s share capital and voting rights, while CMA Terminals will own
the remaining 49 per cent.

The terminal is expected to become progressively operational from 2027, featuring
900 metres of quay, an 18-metre draft, and a 37.5-hectare yard area across a total of 60
hectares.

It will ultimately include eight ship-to-shore cranes (STS) and handle up to 1.8 million
TEUs annually.

The joint venture combines CMA CGM’s global shipping network with Marsa
Maroc’s local expertise, creating a high-performance, internationally competitive
terminal.

This collaboration aims to establish Nador West Med as a major transshipment hub in
the Mediterranean, strengthening Morocco’s position as a strategic logistics gateway
and boosting regional trade connectivity.

Located near the Strait of Gibraltar in the Bay of Betoya at the mouth of the Oued Kert
River, Nador West Med offers strong geographic advantages and complements CMA
CGM’s existing terminal portfolio across the Western Mediterranean.

In June, all five Marsa Maroc terminals at the Port of Casablanca had fully deployed
the smart berth planning platform, heyport, to streamline port calls and terminal

operations
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https://splash247.com/one-dead-after-vessel-tips-over-during-maintenance-at-turkish-yard/

One dead after vessel tips over during maintenance at Turkish vard

10 Oct 2025

httos://splash247.com/one-dead-after-vessel-tips-over-auring-maintenance-at-turkish-yara/

A Ukrainian worker has died and four others were injured after the St.
Kitts and Nevis—flagged roro vessel Elmes capsized during maintenance at
the Yildiz Shipyard in Istanbul’s Tuzla Shipyards Region.

The 101-metre vessel developed a sudden portside list on Thursday at
around 14.30 hrs local time while undergoing mechanical repairs.

Several workers were thrown into the water as the ship rolled over,
triggering a rapid emergency response from coast guard, fire, and medical
teams.

Authorities confirmed that 46-year-old Ukrainian national Vlasyuk
Yevgen was killed after becoming trapped under an evacuation ramp
hatch. His body was later transferred to the Forensic Medicine Institute for
examination. The four injured workers were taken to nearby hospitals for
treatment.

The Elmes, a 5,104 dwt unit built in 1997 by Germany’s PS Werften
Wolgast, which previously traded as Atlantic Provider, was reportedly in
drydock for maintenance when the incident occurred. The cause of the
accident remains under investigation.
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Qatar orders all ships to stop due to GPS ‘technical fault’

6 Oct 2025

https.//splash247.com/qatar-orders-all-ships-to-stop-due-to-gps-technical-fault/

Doha has pulled the plug on navigation with the Qatari Ministry of Transport on
Saturday, ordering all vessels to halt navigation in its waters, citing a “technical fault in
the GPS” that’s disrupted routes.

The move comes amid a regional spike in GPS jamming episodes. Windward reports
hundreds of vessels daily have faced interference in the Arabian Gulf and Strait of
Hormuz — some with their AIS signals showing phantom positions deep inland.

For tankers and LNG ships calling at Qatar’s export terminals, the impact is especially
acute. QatarEnergy has already suspended nighttime navigation in its channels — no
transits from 18:00 to 05:00 — flagging safety fears tied to the jamming.

Splash has reported on rising cases of GPS spoofing throughout the 2020s, something
that has evolved from a niche cyber nuisance to a real navigational hazard, with
hotspots in the Red Sea, Black Sea, Persian Gulf, and the South China Sea.

In July 2024, the help desk at sat comms specialist Marlink typically received one call
every two weeks from clients concerned that their GPS was unavailable. By mid-July
2025, it received separate reports from more than 150 vessels in a single day.

Two tankers suffered a fiery collision south of the Strait of Hormuz in June (pictured
above) following extensive GPS spoofing, while the 7,000 TEU MSC Antonia ran
aground off Jeddah in May as a result of GPS spoofing, the ship subsequently
appearing on various vessel tracking services hard aground in the desert on another
continent (pictured below).
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Oil Tanker Explosion At Indonesia’s Batam Shipyard Kills 10 & Injures Over 20

15 Oct 2025

o https.//\www.marineinsight.com/shipping-news/oil-tanker-explosion-at-indonesias-
batam-shipyard-kills-10-injures-over-20/
o https.//\www.okaz.com.sa/variety/na/2217865
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A deadly explosion on an oil tanker undergoing repairs at a shipyard on
Indonesia’s Batam Island has killed at least 10 people and injured more than 20,
local authorities said early Wednesday.

The tanker, MT Federal 11, was docked at the Tanjunguncang seaport in the Riau
Islands province when the fire erupted at around 4 a.m. local time (2100 GMT
Tuesday).

The blaze, which began in the vessel’s gas tank while repair work was in
progress, was quickly followed by a powerful explosion that forced workers to
flee in panic.

Riau Islands Provincial Police Chief Asep Safrudin said that ten people had been
killed and 21 others were being treated at nearby hospitals, four of them in critical
condition. He added that the blast occurred while repair crews were still working
on board the tanker.

Batam City Police Chief Zaenal Arifin confirmed that MT Federal Il was docked
for maintenance and was not carrying oil at the time of the incident.

As of the afternoon of October 15, ten deaths had been recorded, while 18 others
were receiving hospital care. All of the victims were reported to be shipyard
workers involved in the repair operations, some of whom sustained severe burn
injuries.

Authorities said investigations are underway to determine the cause of the fire and
explosion. Police are also examining whether the shipyard operator, PT ALS, may
have been negligent in enforcing safety procedures.

This is the second fatal accident involving the same tanker. In June, a fire broke
out on MT Federal Il during repair work in Batam, killing four people and
injuring nine others.

Investigations at the time found that sparks from welding had ignited the blaze,
and most victims had died from smoke inhalation. Local police had identified two
individuals suspected of breaching safety standards in that earlier case.

Police officials expressed concern over the recur a deadly incident on the
same vessel within a few months. Grieving s gathered at hospitals in
Batam on Wednesday, awaiting updates on t
continued their response and investigations pr
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