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Greece - Green mega carrier completes first journey to Greece

7 July 2025

https://www.porttechnology.org/news/green-mega-carrier-completes-first-journey-to-greece/

COSCO SHIPPING has announced that its largest Solar & LNG dual-fuel vehicle
carrier, “YUAN HAI KOU”, has successfully completed its maiden voyage to the
Mediterranean port of Piraeus and arrived at the port’s RoRo terminal.

Carrying around 4,000 Chinese-branded new energy vehicles, the vessel set sail from
Guangzhou Port and Xiamen Port in late May 2025.

After approximately 30 days at sea, it finally arrived at Piraeus Port by way of the Indian
Ocean and the Mediterranean Sea.

A welcoming ceremony was held at the port of Piraeus. The ceremony was witnessed by
more than 200 guests, including Chinese Ambassador to Greece FANG Qiu, Deputy
Minister of Maritime Affairs & Insular Policy of Greece Stefanos GKIKAS, Deputy
Governor of the Attica Region Stavroula ANTONAKOU, the PPA CEO SU Xudong,
Chairman of COSCO SHIPPING Specialized Carriers ZHANG Wei, President of the
International Maritime Union in Greece Antonis VENIERIS, and representatives from
Chinese and European automakers.

Taking the Port of Piraeus as a strategic hub, the voyage of YUAN HAI KOU
symbolically bridges the ancient Silk Road with the modern green shipping trade
civilisation. Leveraging digital intelligence and green technologies, the vessel also offers
a replicable Chinese solution for the global shipping industry’s low-carbon
transformation.

The vessel is invested in and operated by Guangzhou Yuanhai Auto Carrier, a subsidiary
of COSCO SHIPPING Specialized.

Stretching 199.9 metres in length with a gross tonnage of 68,252 tonnes and a
displacement of 39,069 tonnes, YUAN HAI KOU is equipped with 12 car decks (4 of
which are adjustable) and is designed to accommodate a diverse array of vehicles,
including commercial trucks, engineering machinery, buses, and MAFI cargo.

Last month, COSCO SHIPPING Heavy Industry Yangzhou announced it had officially
delivered China’s first 16,000 TEU methanol dual-fuel containership, the COSCO
SHIPPING YANGPU, on Changxing Island, Shanghai.
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Spain - Valencia port drives progress with Digital Twin platform

14 July 2025

chttps://www.porttechnology.org/news/valenciaport-drives-progress-with-open-digital-twin-
platform/

Fundacion Valenciaport has concluded its role in the Digital Twin for Green
Shipping (DT4GS) project.

This project is funded by the Horizon Europe programme, aiming to accelerate the
decarbonisation of maritime transport through Digital Twin technology.

Over 36 months, 21 partners from 10 European countries collaborated to develop a
Digital Twin modelling methodology integrating variables such as weather, hull
efficiency, and engine performance to optimise ship operations.

Fundacién Valenciaport led the creation of Living Labs — real-world testing
environments — validating advanced use cases in partnership with shipping
companies, including Euronav, Danaos, Balearia, and Star Bulk.

A key outcome was the validation of the Just-in-Time (JIT) Arrivals concept, which
improves coordination between vessels and ports to reduce fuel use, emissions, and
port waiting times.

By integrating interoperable digital ship twins with port systems, the project
demonstrated measurable energy savings and operational gains.

The initiative also produced an open Digital Twin infrastructure, publishing over 30
models in a publicly accessible digital library (models.dt4gs.eu) to support
replication and adaptation across the maritime sector.

As a project legacy, the DGS Alliance has been launched to promote digital
technology adoption in shipping, fostering collaboration, standardisation, and
regulatory compliance to enable greener maritime transport.

Recently, the Port of Valencia launched a new tool in its ValenciaportPCS app to
improve real-time communication during transport disruptions. The app provides
instant notifications on events such as terminal gate closures, roadworks, strikes,
scanner operations, and other incidents affecting port-area road traffic.
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United States of America - Port of Oakland falls shy of
170,000 TEUs amid tariff shifts

21 July 2025

https://www.porttechnology.org/news/port-of-oakland-falls-shy-of-170000-teus-amid-
tariff-shifts/

The Port of Oakland reported container volumes declined in June 2025,
as shippers and carriers adapted to softening demand and ongoing tariff
uncertainty.
The Port of Oakland handled 168,460 TEUs, down 10.1 per cent from
May and 12.8 per cent from June 2024, when 193,158 TEUs were
recorded.
Maritime Director Bryan Brandes said: “This is not a seasonal dip, but a
market recalibration. Importers and exporters are adjusting their supply
chain timing and routing decisions in response to evolving conditions.”
Despite the monthly and annual declines, year-to-date container
volume Remains

Slightly higher than the same period last year, with 1.14 million
TEUs passing through the port between January and June 2025, a 0.6 per
cent increase compared to 2024.
Loaded imports totalled 70,334 TEUs in June 2025, an 11.3 per cent
decrease from May and a 16.3 per cent drop from June 2024.
According to the Port of Oakland, the figures reflect how importers are
responding to shifting trade policy and moderating consumer demand in
the US market.
Loaded exports were 59,593 TEUSs, down 11.5 per cent from May and 10.3
per cent from June 2024, also reflecting global market weakness and softer
demand for US exports.
Empty imports rose 0.6 per cent, with 10,400 TEUs handled in June
versus 10,337 TEUSs in June 2024.
Empty exports fell 13.1 per cent, at 28,133 TEUs compared to 32,356
TEUs a year earlier.
Vessel calls also dropped to 77 in June, do wn from 87 in May and 86
in June 2024. However, average TEUs per vessel increased by 1.6 per
cent from May, as carriers consolidated cargo across fewer salllngs

Commissioners.
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Spain - Spanish Transport Association launches new Al port platform

29 July 2025

https://www.porttechnology.org/news/spanish-transport-association-launches-new-ai-
port-platform/

The Spanish Transport Association (AET) has launched its Al Platform for Ports
(PIAP) to transform the logistics-port sector using artificial intelligence and
digitalisation.

PIAP was born from the collaborative work of the Ports Working Groups (WGSs)
and the Digital Transformation Working Group of the AET, to promote innovation,
efficiency and sustainability in ports in Spain, Europe and the rest of the world.
The platform is presented as a public and open repository, where the main
technological solutions applicable to the port field at a global level are collected
and validated.

Its objectives include:

* The dissemination and promotion of Al and digitalisation projects.

* The evaluation of the feasibility and scalability of technological solutions.

* The validation and strategic recommendation of innovative tools.

* The training and implementation of pilots in real environments.

PIAP has an organisational structure led by its Coordinators and an Advisory
Board, made up of experts from the sector and representatives of the sponsors.
This table has the mission of ensuring that the platform remains aligned with the
trends and needs of the port sector, promoting the adoption of high-impact
technological solutions.

PIAP coordinators Jaime Seijas of Puertos del Estado (Ports WG), Néstor
Castanedo (Digital Transformation WG), and Alejandra Gémez (Coordinator in
America) led the development and dissemination of this transformative initiative.
In recent news from Spain, the Port of Barcelona recorded 721,461 TEUs in the
first half of 2025 for full export and import containers, reflecting a 10 per cent
increase compared to the first half of 2024.

Exports of full container numbers grew 8 per cent (365,062 TEUs). The 12 per
cent growth in exports (356,399 TEUs) was mainly concentrated in Asia.
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Gulftainer expands operations at Irag Container Terminal

25 July 2025

https://www.porttechnology.org/news/qulftainer-expands-operations-at-irag-container-
terminal/

Gulftainer has announced a significant expansion in its operational
capacity at Iraq Container Terminal (ICT) with the recent delivery of
three state-of-the-art Kalmar reach stackers to be deployed at ICT in the
Port of Umm Qasr, southern Irag.

These machines feature a rotating cabin, providing 360-degree movement
for precise control and efficiency. They are fitted with adjustable
spreaders to handle containers of different sizes, such as 20-foot and 40-
foot units.

Powered by hydraulic systems, they offer smooth, controlled lifting and
stacking operations, while energy-efficient engines reduce fuel
consumption. Additionally, their safety features like load-sensing
technology, stability control, and cameras enhance operational safety.
This latest addition to Gulftainer’s fleet comes at a pivotal moment for the
region, as the demand for more efficient and scalable solutions in the port
sector continues to rise.

Nic Gray, Managing Director for Irag Operations at Gulftainer, said: “The
continued investment in our facilities highlights Gulftainer’s commitment
to supporting Irag’s expanding trade sector.

“These new reach stackers will further strengthen ICT’s ability to provide
efficient and reliable service. Our customer service remains unparalleled
in the region, which is clearly reflected in the terminal’s strong year-on-
year performance.” |
Late last year, Gulftainer and VertomCory angg
form a strategic shipping joint venture il

Gulftainer Adds New Kalmar

Reach Stackers to Enhance
Iraq's Terminal Efficiency
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Slovenian - Maersk warns of major rail capacity cuts at Port of Koper
28 July 2025

https://www.porttechnology.org/news/maersk-warns-of-major-rail-capacity-cuts-at-port-of-
koper/

A.P. Moller — Maersk (Maersk) has announced significant railway capacity
reductions at the Port of Koper due to extensive ongoing upgrades of
Slovenian public railway infrastructure.

The works aim to enhance the Slovenian rail infrastructure’s future capacity
and efficiency, crucial for sustaining growth at the Port of Koper.

Expected to intensify between June and December 2025, these will affect key
rail corridors servicing the port, particularly the Ljubljana—Sezana/Koper line,
the main rail link to the port.

Maersk highlighted several major closures impacting capacity throughput
through to the end of 2025:

A full closure of the Divaca—Gornje Lezece section from 29 June to 30 July
2025.

A continuous single-track closure on the Verd-Logatec section between 4
August and 10 December 2025.

Reconstruction efforts at major stations will also bring challenges, Maersk
noted, including:

Jesenice station reconstruction will begin in September 2025 with weekend
closures, followed by restricted rail transport to and from Austria from March
2026 until January 2027.

Ljubljana station upgrades starting 6 October 2025 will leave only two lines
operational for freight and passenger traffic until January 2026.

Collectively, these disruptions are expected to cause a 50 per cent reduction in
rail capacity, leading to reduced service frequency, more complex scheduling,
and potential shipment delays.

Maersk urges customers and partners to submit orders and documentation well
in advance to help minimise avoidable delays.

The company’s teams are working closely with terminals and rail operators to
mitigate the impact and to identify alternatives where possible.

In June of last year, Maersk’s second big vessel capable of running on green
methanol arrived in Koper (Slovenia) for the first time.
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AD Ports inks 50-year deal for grain hub at Khalifa

30 July 2025
https://www.porttechnology.org/news/ad-ports-inks-50-year-deal-for-grain-hub-at-khalifa/

AD Ports Group has signed a 50-year land lease agreement with Emirates Food
Industries, a member of the National Holding Group.

This strategic collaboration will initially see the development of state-of-the-art
silos at Khalifa Port’s South Quay. Later stages of the project also anticipate the
related launch of an advanced grain processing plant, ultimately seeing a fully
integrated industrial complex featuring cutting-edge facilities for processing and
storing various types of grains.

The initiative aims to establish a modern and sustainable complex with
advanced capabilities for grain storage and processing supported by the latest
industrial and operational technologies. With a robust and stable infrastructure,
the complex will enable agile responses to shifting market demands and supply
chain dynamics.

The 100,000 square metre facility is planned to have a storage capacity of
approximately 150,000 Metric Tonnes. The leased plot is strategically located
within Khalifa Port to provide direct access to deep-water berths which can
accommodate full-load Panamax.

Saif Al Mazrouei, Chief Executive Officer, Ports Cluster-AD Ports Group,
commented: “This 50-year agreement with Emirates Food Industries Group
marks a significant step in our ongoing commitment to support the UAE’s food
security ambitions.

“By providing access to our advanced infrastructure and integrated logistics
solutions, we are creating a robust platform that will enhance the efficiency and
resilience of the nation’s food supply chain.”

Joseph Abdo, Chief Executive Officer, Emirates Food Industries Group, said:
“This project represents a transformative step in significantly enhancing and
advancing our industrial and operational capabilities in the food sector.

“Our long-term collaboration with AD Ports Group is a strategic imperative,
which will contribute directly to the UAE’s food security objectives. The access
to Khalifa Port’s world-class facilities will enable us to optimise our supply
chain, expand our storage capacity, and ensure a consistent flow of essential
food products to meet the growing regional demand.”

Earlier this month, AD Ports Group and Zhejiang Provincial Seaport Investment
& Operation Group signed a preliminary agreement to develop an integrated
automotive logistics network connecting Asia, the Middle East, Central Asia,
and Africa.
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Crane Accident At Japan’ Imabari Shipbuilding Injures 7 Workers

15 July 2025

https://www.marineinsight.com/shipping-news/crane-accident-at-japans-imabari-shipbuilding-
injures-7-workers/

Seven workers were injured on Saturday, July 12, when a heavy object
fell during ship assembly work at Imabari Shipbuilding’s Marugame
factory in Kagawa Prefecture, Japan.

The incident happened just before 12 noon. At 11:56 a.m., local police
and the fire department received an emergency call reporting that a
heavy object had fallen from a crane and caused multiple injuries at
the shipyard.

Emergency responders arrived at the scene and confirmed that seven
male workers were injured. All of them were conscious and able to
speak when they were transported to a nearby hospital.

Authorities later said that three of the workers suffered serious
fractures in their arms and hips, while the remaining four had less
severe injuries. Their injuries are not believed to be life-threatening.
According to the police and fire department, the accident occurred
while the workers were assembling a ship block. The part fell during
the operation, injuring workers who were either inside or around the
area at the time. The workers are believed to be in their teens to
thirties.

The police are currently investigating the exact cause of the accident.
Earlier this year, Japan’s Immigration Services Agency found that the
company had violated industrial safety and health laws at its Imabari
City facilities. The agency revoked Imabari’s license to recruit and
train foreign workers for five years.

Due to this ban, more than 2,000 foreign trainees working at the
company were transferred to other employers.

Imabari Shipbuilding has also been working to strengthen its business
amid a long-term decline in shipbuilding orders in Japan. In June, the
company announced a plan to absorb Japan Marine United (JMU) as a
fully-owned subsidiary.
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