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Netherlands - New L ock Opens Access for Larger Ships at North Sea Ports

1Aug 2025
https.//maritime-executive.comyarticle/new-lock-opens-access-for-larger-ships-at-north-sea-

porits

The new lock at Terneuzen in the Netherlands officially opened to traffic today,
August 1, marking a critical expansion in capacity for shipping heading to the port
of Ghent and connecting between the Netherlands, Belgium, and France. It is part of
an effort to expand inland shipping and meet the need to handle larger vessels.
Construction of the new lock took seven years and had a cost of approximately €1.2
billion ($1.4 billion). Officials for the North Sea Ports highlight the critical need to
accommodate larger ships, noting that two-thirds of the Ghent port area is only
accessible via the canal, and the old locks were becoming too small for modern
shipping.

The two original locks date to 1968, one with a length of 280 meters (919 feet) and
the other with a length of 290 meters (951 feet), mostly suited for smaller ocean-
going ships and inland vessels. The new lock is 427 meters in length and 55 meters
wide (1,400 x 180 feet). Because of its design and position, it also serves as a
primary flood barrier, and because it is higher than the rest of the complex, it is
prepared for the expected rise in sea level.

For the first time, the new lock can accommodate vessels with a draft of up to 12.5
meters (41 feet) regardless of tidal conditions. In the past, deeper vessels could only
be handled at high tide.

The lock was dedicated by King Willem-Alexander of the Netherlands and King
Philippe of Belgium on October 11, 2024. As part of the ceremony, the bulker
Bregaglia (89,772 dwt), registered in Switzerland, made the ceremonial first
passage. At 240 meters in length and with a 38-meter beam (787 x 125 feet), she
became the largest vessel to ever sail on the Ghent-Terneuzen Canal and the largest
ship ever to sail to Ghent.

Since the ceremonies, final work has been completed on the bridges, and they
addressed an unexpected mix of salt and fresh water seen during the first locking.
Starting in May, transits began as part of an effort to complete training for the
operators and vessel crews.

The lock has a maximum depth of 16.44 meters (54 feet), but shipping is limited by
a roadway tunnel that passes under the canal. Also, the canal requires further
dredging. Currently, its capacity will be limited to vessels of a maximum of 366
meters in length and with a beam of 49 meters or less (1,200 x 160 feet).

The Belgian news agency reports discussions are underway between Flanders and
the Netherlands about further modifications to the canal to support additional

shipping.
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Germany - Bremerhaven adds low-emission crane to carqo fleet

11 Aug 2025
https.//www.porttechnology.orqg/news/bremerhaven-adds-low-emission-crane-to-carqo-fleet/

Liebherr has delivered a new LHM 550 mobile harbour crane to BLG LOGISTICS
at the Bremerhaven car terminal to expand transhipment capacity.

The crane is equipped with a 4.8-metre tower extension to accommodate ship
heights and has a reach of 54 metres to cover a wide range of applications.

With 10 driven axles, it can be used flexibly on site and can be operated with shore
power.

The LHM 550 can therefore potentially contribute to low-emission port logistics and
thus supports BLG’s goal of reducing emissions.

The new crane complements an existing fleet comprising an LHM 400 in
Bremerhaven and two units —an LHM 320 and another LHM 550 — in Bremen.

A fifth Liebherr mobile harbour crane is to be delivered to Bremen before the end of
this year, further strengthening BLG’s fleet.

Axel Krichel, Member of the Executive Board and COO of the BLG Group, said:
“The new LHM 550 takes us to a new level in heavy-duty cargo handling and is a
clear commitment to the further development of the site.”

“Delivering a crane to a terminal of this size requires not only knowledge of the
technical requirements, but also of the entire logistical environment,” said Andreas
Ritschel, General Manager Sales Mobile Harbour Cranes at Liebherr-Rostock
GmbH.

“This LHM 550 was developed to support Bremerhaven in its role as a high-
volume, future-proof port.”

Late December, Liebherr Container Cranes Ltd. announced its first-ever contract to
supply two ship-to-shore (STS) container cranes to container terminal operator,
TraPac Oakland, on the West Coast of the US.
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Lithuania-Klaipéda Port starts construction on green hydrogen site

11 August 2025

https.//www.porttechnology.org/news/klaipeda-port-starts-construction-on-green-
hydrogen-site/

The Port of Klaipéda has begun construction on a site dedicated to green
hydrogen production and supply.

This stage of the project will be completed within a few months, and by
next spring, the Port of Klaipéda will become the first in Lithuania and the
Baltic States to produce green hydrogen.

The company, Gevalda, which won the public tender announced by the
Klaipéda Port Authority, is expected to complete construction by the end
of the year.

Once the site is finished, the installation and testing of hydrogen
equipment will follow. AIll construction and installation works are
scheduled for completion by February next year.

The station is expected to produce 127 tonnes of hydrogen annually, part
of which will be used to power the first vessel in the country driven by
green hydrogen, currently nearing completion.

The project is being implemented under the Economic Recovery and
Resilience Plan Next Generation Lithuania, funded by the European
Union’s NextGenerationEU recovery and resilience facility.

The total estimated cost of the hydrogen production and refuelling station
is approximately €12 million ($13.9 million), with around €6 million ($7
million) financed by EU funds.

“We have reached a very important stage of this ambitious project — one
that is now visible not only in documents but also on the ground:
construction is underway,” said Algis Latakas, Director General of the
Klaipéda State Seaport Authority.

“We are investing in the future because we see Klaipéda Port as green,
competitive, and attractive.”

Earlier this May, Klaipéda Port announced that Telia is set to trial
Lithuania’s first 5G standalone (SA) network at the port.

More recently, moreover, Klaipéda Port announced that it is preparing for
the development of its southern part, slated to be one of the largest
projects in the port’s history.
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Syria - CMA CGM accelerates €200 million expansion at L atakia Port

22 August 2025

https.//www.porttechnology.org/news/cma-cqm-accelerates-e200-million-expansion-at-
latakia-port/

CMA CGM has accelerated the second phase of the Latakia Port expansion following
a meeting in Damascus between its Chairman & CEO Rodolphe Saadé and Syria’s
President.

This follows the initial €30 million ($34 million) investment currently underway and
signals a broader strategic commitment of €200 million ($231 million) in the near
term.

Under a renewed 30-year concession agreement signed on 1 May 2025, CMA CGM
will continue to manage and redevelop Syria’s main international container terminal
at the Port of Latakia.

The expansion aims to reinforce the port’s position as a regional trade hub and
support Syria’s economic recovery.

The €200 million ($231 million) investment will fund a wide-ranging upgrade of the
terminal, including expanded capacity to over one million TEUs annually, modern
cargo handling systems, digitalised port operations, and integrated logistics
platforms.

Infrastructure will be upgraded to accommodate larger vessels with a 16-metre draft,
while new equipment will enhance efficiency and throughput.

Plans also include improved rail and road links to facilitate cargo movement across
Syria and beyond, boosting volumes and regional connectivity.

In line with its broader logistics strategy, CMA CGM also plans to launch and
operate dry ports across Syria.

Lattakia International Container Terminal (LICT), operated under the CMA CGM
concession, currently handles around 95 per cent of Syria’s containerised trade.
Recently, CMA CGM announced the upgrade of its NEFWI (PCRF) service, starting
January 2026.
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OOCL unveils new Transpacific Latin Pacific service
11 August 2025

https.//www.porttechnoloqy.orqg/news/oocl-unveils-new-transpacific-latin-pacific-service/

Orient Overseas Container Line (OOCL) has introduced a new
Transpacific Latin Pacific 8 (TLP8) service to expand its Asia—Latin
America network and improve direct connectivity between China and
Mexico.

TLP8 will complement the carrier’s existing TLP1, TLP2, TLP5, and
TLP6 loops.

The new service offers direct Qingdao—Ensenada and Qingdao—
Manzanillo sailings in 16 and 20 days, respectively.

The first sailing is scheduled to depart Shanghai on 20 August 2025.
According to OOCL, the port rotation is as follows: Shanghai — Qingdao —
Ensenada — Manzanillo — Ensenada — Yokohama — Shanghai

In February, OOCL Iris, the biggest vessel to ever call the Port of
Savannah, arrived at Garden City Terminal.

More recently, last month, OOCL released its unaudited operational
update for the second quarter ended 30 June 2025, revealing a mixed
performance across its major trade lanes.
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Omani ports record double-digit growth in ship traffic and container
handling

17 Aug 2025
https.//www.arabianbusiness.comylatest-news/omani-ports-record-double-digit-growth-in-
ship-traffic-and-container-handling

Container and cargo handling in the ports grew 11.7%, while ship traffic increased
11.1% during the six months of 2025.

Container and cargo handling in the ports in the Sultanate of Oman grew 11.7 per
cent during the first half of 2025. Ship traffic also increased significantly, up 11.1
per cent during the six months.

Revealing the statistics, Muhanna bin Musa bin Bager, Director General of Ports at
the Ministry of Transport, Communications and Information Technology, said the
country’s efforts to improve the port infrastructure also played a key role in this
process.

Container handling at the ports of Salalah, Sohar and Dugm reached 2,427,195
TEUs compared to 2,173,508 TEUs in the first half of 2024, “reflecting the
efficiency of logistics operations and the ports’ ability to handle the growing
demand”, Musa bin Bager said.

The total number of ships received by Omani ports and marine docks outside the
ports reached 6,586 ships during H1 2025, compared to 5,930 ships during the same
period last year. Several major ports contributed to this growth uptick, including
Sultan Qaboos Port, Shinas, and Salalah.

The Director-General of Ports indicated that the total volume of goods handled
through Omani ports during the first half of 2025 amounted to 70,114,527 tons,
compared to 66,620,847 tonnes last year, an increase of 5.2 per cent.

Musa bin Bager stated that the number of vehicles received by the ports reached
50,248, while the total number of livestock imported through the ports reached
2,694,293 heads, reflecting the diversity of economic activities served by the ports
with high efficiency.

The Ministry of Transport, Communications and Information Technology has
awarded the consultancy services project for the design and supervision of the
development of Khor Jarama, which will contribute to enhancing the site’s readiness
and optimal maritime utilisation. Consultancy services tender for the rehabilitation
of Shannah and Masirah ports has also been awarded.
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Ports of Barcelona and Shanghai ink "‘green’’ shipping corridor agreement

5Aug 2025

https.//www.bairdmaritime.com/shipping/ports/ports-of-barcelona-ana-shanghai-ink-green-
shipping-corridor-agreement

Photo: Porf of Barcelona President José Alberto Carbonell and Port of

Shanghai Vice President Sam Liu signing the agreement between the
two port authorities.

Spain's Port of Barcelona and China's Shanghai International Port
Group have entered into an agreement to intensify the connections
between both ports and share knowledge in the areas of digitalisation
and standardisation of maritime transport.

The agreement seeks to consolidate the relationship between the Ports
of Barcelona and that of Shanghai. Work is underway to foster port and
maritime services between Barcelona and Shanghai and to develop
solutions in areas such as digitalisation, sharing experiences and good
practices and taking part in joint training programmes, and also in other
areas including management and security.

The Port of Barcelona said both ports have also committed to
developing a "green shipping and digital corridor" that will cover
maritime routes using ships powered by "green energy".

The ports will also developing the capacities and regulations to supply
"green energy" fuels in both ports with the aim of offering "emissions-
neutral” maritime services between the Far East and the Mediterranean.
Both ports will also establish strategic collaboration in the area of cruise
tourism, coinciding with the reactivation of the Chinese market
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Ccanada’s Sole Arctic Port Poised for Year-Round Shipping Under New Aqreement

22 Aug 2025

https.//gcaptain.com/canadas-sole-arctic-port-poised-for-year-rouna-shipping-unaer-new-
aqreement/

Arctic Gateway Group and Fednav Limited have signed a Memorandum of
Understanding to explore establishing year-round shipping operations through Canada’s
only Arctic seaport, the Port of Churchill in Manitoba.

The collaboration aims to leverage Fednav’s extensive Arctic marine experience
alongside AGG’s established trade infrastructure to create a sustainable 12-month
shipping season, potentially transforming Canada’s northern trade capabilities.

“This partnership could be a game-changer for the Port of Churchill and Canada’s Arctic
trade ambitions,” said Chris Avery, CEO of Arctic Gateway Group. “Fednav’s long-
standing leadership in marine operations complements our commitment to strengthening
Churchill’s already established position as a northern trade gateway.”

The agreement sets the stage for exploring expanded trade infrastructure at Churchill,
with both organizations forming a joint working group focused on innovation,
commercial sustainability, and Indigenous economic reconciliation.

“We see tremendous potential in combining our marine and logistics expertise with
AGG’s unique ownership model and regional leadership, further establishing Churchill
as the key to unlock sustainable growth in the North,” said Paul Pathy, Fednav’s
President and CEO.

Arctic Gateway Group has already been scaling up operations, having tripled critical
mineral storage capacity at the port and increased freight volumes along the Hudson Bay
Railway.

“The need for reliable, year-round shipping through Hudson Bay has never been
greater,” added Awvery. “A sustained Arctic shipping route would provide Western
Canada’s vast resource sectors, including energy, agriculture, and critical minerals, with
consistent access to global markets.”

Fednav, Canada’s largest international dry bulk shipping pany, operates
approximately 120 vessels and delivers over 30 million tong Bnually. The
company brings significant Arctic and Great Lakes igati g to the

that operates both the Port of Churchill and the Hudsofl Bay
to Churchill. SN
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Everqgreen container spill disrupts Peruvian port

4 August 2025

https://www.porttechnology.orqg/news/evergreen-container-spill-disrupts-peruvian-

port/

Taiwanese shipping giant Evergreen Marine Corp saw roughly 50 containers tip
overboard on its Ever Lunar containership, triggering temporary port closures and
operational disruptions.

The shipping company reported that crew members aboard the vessel were all safe
following the incident that occurred at 9.40 AM on 1 August off the coast of Peru,
only days after Evergreen’s Ever Fleet sustained serious cargo damage.

The Ever Lunar was anchored awaiting entry to the Port of Callao when it
dramatically experienced intense rolling, which subsequently led to the container
spillage, reported Evergreen in a statement.

While the cause of the rolling remains unclear, the shipper suspects weather events,
including the recent tsunami triggered by an earthquake in Russia, dire winter sea
conditions in South America, or a sudden spike in waves, could have all contributed to
the accident.

The shipping operator announced its full cooperation with local port authorities as
they investigate the incident.

According to reports, Agencia EFE quoted Port of Callao official Amilcar Velasquez
as saying that the Ever Lunar had approximately 7,000 containers onboard when
around 50 of them fell into the ocean.

Velasquez noted that the cause of the mishap is still under investigation, while
confirming that no injuries were reported, as the containers that went overboard were
located at the stern of the ship.

Authorities have ruled out the possibility that the items inside the containers were
hazardous. “So far, we have observed that the containers carried plastic products, and
we have ruled out the possibility that these goods will cause pollution to the ocean,”
he added.

Last month, Samsung Heavy Industries (SHI) partnered with Evergreen to implement
virtual reality (VR) training systems at the Evergreen Seafarer Training Center

(ESTC). e
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