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Northern Europe ports face worst congestion since pandemic

13 June 2025

https://www.porttechnology.org/news/northern-europe-ports-face-worst-congestion-since-
pandemic/

Container ports in Northern Europe are facing their most sustained operational
crisis since the pandemic, with congestion and delays escalating across key
gateways including Rotterdam, Antwerp, Hamburg, and Bremerhaven.

The situation, as of 13 June 2025, remains critical, with industry leaders and port
authorities warning of continued disruption well into the summer.

A combination of factors is driving the crisis. Strikes, rail closures, alliance
restructures, and record-low inland water levels have all converged to create
“multi-layered disruptions that extend far beyond yard congestion,” according to
a comprehensive operational breakdown published by Tradlinx.

Danish giant Maersk has announced it will omit Rotterdam entirely from its TAS
transatlantic service beginning 25 June.

At Antwerp, officials have described the current situation as “the worst
congestion since COVID-19”, with dwell times now exceeding eight
days and terminal capacity at its limit.

Rotterdam is experiencing crisis-level disruption, with strikes at APM Terminals
Maasvlakte II and inland barge delays of up to 48-56 hours. Inland transport is
further hampered by critically low Rhine River water levels, restricting barge
movements, while rail closures and construction projects are causing
additional bottlenecks.

Shipping lines have responded by rerouting vessels, omitting congested ports,
and introducing congestion surcharges.

Terminals have also restricted the acceptance of empty containers to manage
yard space.

Emergency measures, such as modifying berth priorities and reducing export
delivery windows, are being implemented to ease congestion, but these are also
contributing to longer transit times.

Industry analysts warn that disruptions are likely to persist through at least
August, with peak season pressures expected to extend delays and inflate costs
further.

The ripple effects are already being felt across global supply chains, further
exacerbated by rising instability in the Middle East and the ongoing US-China
tariff standoff.
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Kalmar to deliver tractors to Italian RoRo terminal

26 June 2025

https://www.porttechnology.org/news/kalmar-to-deliver-tractors-to-italian-roro-terminal/

Kalmar has signed an agreement with Cagliari RoRo Terminal in Italy to
deliver eight heavy terminal tractors, scheduled for delivery in Q4 2025.
Established in 2008, Cagliari RoRo Terminal operates in the Port of Cagliari,
one of the largest seaports in the Mediterranean and a key logistics hub on the
island of Sardinia.

The terminal already operates several Kalmar tractors, and this latest order aims
to boost efficiency, safety, and fleet performance through an advanced fleet
management system.

Franco Angioni, Managing Director, Cagliari RoRo Terminal, said: “Kalmar
terminal tractors consistently deliver the reliability, durability and performance
that we need to provide our customers with the best possible service.
“Furthermore, the excellent local service capabilities of their branch Kalmar
Italia help to keep our operations running smoothly, with rapid delivery of
OEM parts and on-demand maintenance services.”

Fabio Mariani, Solution Sales Representative, Kalmar Italia, stated: “Cagliari
RoRo Terminal has been a loyal Kalmar customer for several years, so we are
very pleased to be able to continue our collaboration. Thanks to its excellent
reliability even in the most demanding applications, our heavy terminal tractor
is popular with RoRo terminal operators across the globe.”

Last month, Kalmar announced it is supporting the development of Perlis
Inland Port (PIP) into a future-ready logistics hub for Malaysia and the wider
Southeast Asian region.
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Ashdod Port reports 40 per cent rise in Q1 2025 revenue

13 June 2025

https://www.porttechnology.org/news/ashdod-port-reports-40-per-cent-rise-in-qg1-2025-
revenue/

Ashdod Port Company Ltd. has reported a strong financial recovery in
Q1 2025, with revenue reaching NIS 302 million ($84 million), a 40 per
cent increase from NIS 214 million ($60 million) in Q1 2024.

The company returned to profitability with an operating profit of NIS
25 million ($7 million), compared to an operating loss of NIS 24
million ($6.7 million) in the same period last year.

Net profit for the quarter was NIS 20 million ($5.6 million), reversing a
net loss of NIS 7 million ($1.9 million) in Q1 2024.

EBITDA rose significantly to NIS 57 million ($16 million), up from
NIS 7 million ($1.9 million) a year earlier.

Other expenses dropped to NIS 4 million ($1.2 million), compared to
NIS 8 million ($2.2 million) in the previous year.

Net finance income stood at NIS 5 million ($1.4 million), down from
NIS 8 million ($2.2 million). Equity as of 31 March 2025, totalled NIS
2.77 billion ($778 million), up from NIS 2.57 million ($722 million) a
year earlier.

According to Ashdod Port, performance across key cargo sectors was as
follows:

*Containers: 186,000 TEUs handled, up 11 per cent from 168,000 TEUs
in Q1 2024; market share stable at 41.5 per cent.

*Vehicles: 18,000 vehicles unloaded, more than doubling from 7,000 in
the same period last year.

*Bulk Cargo: 2.28 million tonnes handled, up from 2.11 million tonnes,
with growth in potash, phosphate, cement, coal, and grain.

*General Cargo: 359,000 tonnes moved, compared to 180,000 last year,
reflecting economic recovery and higher construction demand.

In February, Ashdod Port issued a request for proposals, encouraging
entrepreneurs to join the port’s marine technology cluster.
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CMA CGM Pursues Port Investment in Algeria

5 Jun 2025

https://maritime-executive.com/article/cma-cgm-pursues-port-investment-in-algeria

CMA CGM is moving ahead with its investment deal in Algeria. It comes as the
French carrier is building its logistics and terminal operations including in the
Mediterranean where it recently announcement that it would modernize Syria’s
Latakia port and has a long-standing agreement to redevelop the port of Beirut.
The ocean carrier’s CEO Rodolphe Saadé met on June 2 with the Algerian
President Abdelmadjid Tebboune. They discussed two discussed upcoming port
projects by the shipping giant. The meeting was initially scheduled in April but a
diplomatic dispute between Algeria and France led to the delay. Algeria’s ties
with its former colonizer, France, have been lukewarm over the years. However,
the relationship deteriorated in April leading to expulsion of diplomats from both
sides.
CMA CGM appears keen to overcome these difficulties and move forward with
its projects in Algeria. “We can be an ally of Algeria in developing infrastructure
and making Algerian ports true regional hubs. I strongly believe in the potential
of this country,” Saadé told the local media.
With CMA CGM scaling its footprint in the Mediterranean region, Algerian port
sector presents a good opportunity for this ambition. Algeria is increasingly
diversifying its economy to cut reliance on oil and gas exports. Central to this
shift is a revamp of the port sector to cater for the rising container shipping
traffic.
CMA CGM has shown interest in modernizing the ports of Oran and Djen Djen.
This will help in decongesting the Port of Algiers, which is currently
experiencing delay challenges with vessel waiting times exceeding seven days.
In Oran, CMA CGM reportedly wants to lease the container terminal through its
subsidiary, CMA Terminals. The goal is to expend the terminal to have a capacity
of handling over one million TEUs annually. According to local media reports, a
technical team from CMA Terminals has almost finalizing an investment plan for
Oran port, likely to be made public by end of this year.
To improve its intra-med connections, CMA CGM is also considering a feeder
shipping line between Marseille and Oran, reducing the transit time to less than
48 hours. The service will be operated by its subsidiary La Méridionale, which
was acquired in 2023.
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Scotland - Lerwick Port begins £3.2m_harbour dredging project
16 Jun 2025

https://www.bairdmaritime.com/marine-projects/dredging/lerwick-port-begins-32m-
harbour-dredging-project

Lerwick Port Authority in Shetland, Scotland, has begun a two-phase
capital project to enhance its deep-water capabilities.

Contractor Boskalis Westminster secured the first phase of the
contract, valued at approximately £3.2 million. The project is being
managed by the Scottish-based firm Arch Henderson.

The dredging is intended to prepare the port for larger vessels and
benefit users across the pelagic fishing, cruise, oil and gas, and
"renewable energy" sectors. The project involves trailer and backhoe
dredging, as well as marine drilling and blasting to remove an
expected 450,000 cubic metres of soft seabed material and hard rock.
Work on the initial soft dredge phase began in June and is scheduled
for completion in July. A second hard dredge phase will follow, with
an expected completion by the end of the year. The trailing suction
hopper dredger Shoalway will be used for the first phase, followed by
the backhoe dredger Odin.

The project will deepen the central port area and the approaches at
Dales Voe. The North Ness channel will be widened and Mair’s Pier
dredged to ten metres. At Dales Voe, a quay section will be deepened
to 12.5 metres, with final depths reaching 14.5 metres at the quayside
and 16 metres in the approaches.
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Port of Barcelona approves key agreements for srowth
27 June 2025

hittps://www.porttechnology.org/news/port-of-barcelona-approves-key-agreements-
for-growth-and-sustainability/

The Port of Barcelona Management Board has approved four significant agreements
aimed at enhancing port competitiveness, logistics development, sustainability, and the
modernisation of facilities.

A major development is the authorisation of the transfer of 50 per cent of Terminal
Catalunya (Tercat) shares from Barcelona Europe South Terminal (BEST) to Terminal
Investments Limited Holding (TiL), which is majority owned by MSC, the world’s
leading shipping group.

This move is set to strengthen collaboration between two prominent international
operators while maintaining the terminal’s open-access character.

The agreement ensures non-discrimination among users, continuity of service, and
adherence to concessionary obligations. It also upholds Tercat’s historical commitments
to service quality and competitiveness.

The authorisation remains subject to approval by the relevant authorities.

The board also granted a concession to Centro Intermodal de Logistica (CILSA) for the
construction of a new logistics warehouse for Lidl in the ZAL Prat area, formerly
occupied by TOTAL. The concession covers 99,135 square metres over a 34-year
period, with the project representing an investment of €42.1 million ($49.2 million).
The new facility will offer 55,000 square metres of logistics space with a height of 15
metres, exceeding typical warehouse standards. Lidl, Europe’s leading distribution
chain, will operate the warehouse under a 15-year, extendable agreement.

This expansion will bring Lidl’s total managed space in the area to 165,000 square
metres.

The board has also approved the tender for an Onshore Power Supply (OPS) system at
Cruise Terminal G, operated by Royal Caribbean Group.

The OPS will allow vessels to connect to the onshore electrical grid while docked,
significantly reducing emissions.

The €12.6 million ($14.7 million) turnkey contract includes design, construction, and
maintenance, with the system expected to be operational by the end of 2027.

This initiative is part of the port’s broader Nexigen Plan for Wharf Electrification,
which has already seen €44 million ($51.4 million) invested since 2021.

In September of last year, the Port of Barcelona connected the first-ever ship to its new
OPS system. This was facilitated by the new OPS system at the Hutchison Ports BEST
container terminal, which made its debut by supplying 100 per cent renewable energy
to the MSC Mette, a 24,000-TEU capacity containership, during the three days it was
moored at the Port of Barcelona.
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Singapore - France Plan Maritime Pilot Projects Under
Enhanced Partnership

2 Jun 2025

hittps://maritime-executive.com/article/singapore-france-plan-maritime-pilot-projects-
under-enhanced-partnership

Highlighting their shared commitment to advancing sustainability, innovation,
and secure maritime solutions, the governments of Singapore and France
announced an enhanced maritime partnership agreement. The move which is
designed to advance key initiatives in sustainability and digitalization was
announced after French President Emmanuel Macron conducted a two-day
visit to the city-state during his tour of Asia at the end of May.

“This collaboration reflects our shared commitment to advancing sustainable,
innovative, and secure maritime solutions,” said Eric Banel, Director General
for Maritime Affairs, Fisheries and Aquaculture in Singapore. “Both France
and Singapore, as global maritime hubs and key worldwide players in
innovation and engineering, recognize the strategic importance of
strengthening cooperation in port digitalization, green shipping, and maritime
safety and security.”

French shipping company CMA CGM will also be joining in with the
initiatives. It will participate as it seeks to support fuel innovation and the
adoption of digital standards for the industry.

One of the key pilots will focus on supporting the adoption of
biomethane. Working to advance maritime decarbonization, the partners will
explore the development of a bio-methane supply chain and certification
program.

They are planning the first bio-methane bunkering trail which will take place
in Singapore. They will develop a certification framework similar to the efforts
Singapore undertook to develop the first ammonia bunkering. The port
conducted the first ammonia bunkering as a marine fuel in March 2024 and
working with CMA CGM will conduct the first for bio-methane.

The French sh1pp1ng company will also support an initiatiye between France S

reducing manual documentation, they believe the gt
timeliness and accuracy of operational data. Theyjiiibls
to have internationally recognized data standards.§§
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Fire hits Singaporean Wan Hai 503 vessel off Indian Coast

9 June 2025

https://www.porttechnology.org/news/fire-hits-singaporean-wan-hai-503-vessel-off-indian-
coast/

The Maritime and Port Authority of Singapore (MPA) has been
informed of a fire on board the Singapore-registered container vessel
Wan Hai 503.

The incident on the Wan Hai 503 occurred on 9 June 2025 at around
12:30 PM (Singapore Time), approximately 80 kilometres southwest
of Azhikkal, Kerala, India.

The vessel 1s managed by Wan Hai Lines (Singapore) Pte Ltd.

Of the 22 crew members on board, 18 have been accounted for and
are being transferred from lifeboats to a passing vessel.

According to MPA, some have sustained injuries.

Four crew members remain unaccounted for. No Singaporeans are
among the crew.

The Indian Coast Guard and Navy have been notified and are actively
assisting with crew support and search-and-rescue efforts for the
missing personnel.

MPA is in close contact with the vessel’s management company, is
monitoring the situation, and will be conducting an investigation into
the incident.

The news follows a recent incident on June 6, when the MPA reported
that the barge Marco Polo 802 ran aground off Tanjong Beach,
Sentosa, with no reports of damage, injuries, or pollution. A few
hours after the incident, MPA reported that the barge Marco Polo 802,
which had run aground off Tanjong Beach, was safely towed to an
anchorage for inspection and investigation.
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Crane topples over during delivery at Tuas Port

16 June 2025

https://www.seatrade-maritime.com/accidents/crane-topples-over-during-delivery-at-tuas-port

There were no injuries reported when a new quay crane crashed to the
ground while being delivered at PSA in Singapore.

The new quay crane toppled over at around 1:20 pm (SGT) on 15
June while being delivered to Tuas Port in Singapore, according to a
statement from the Maritime & Port Authority of Singapore. (MPA).
The MPA said there were no injuries or fatalities in the accident
which took place in berth that is not yet operational.

“No damage has been assessed to adjacent port equipment and
facilities. All of PSA Singapore (PSA)’s current operational berths
remain fully accessible, and all port operations and port development
works remain unaffected,” MPA said.

Video posted on Facebook showed the show the front portion of the
crane crashed onto the ground.

The incident is under investigation and MPA said it the authority and
terminal operator PSA would work with the relevant authorities.

Tuas Port is the newest and largest terminal in Singapore and being
phased into operation replacing existing terminals closer to the city
centre. Last year commissioning of new berths was accelerated to
tackle congestion at existing terminals caused by high demand and
supply chain disruption caused by the Red Sea crisis.

It is not the first accident during the terminal’s construction. In July
2023 a worker died during in the construction of the Phase II of the
port.

Tuas Port officially started operations in 2022 and is set to have a
capacity of 65 million teu when fully complete in the 2040s.
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Qil spill threat grows after tanker collision in Gulf of Oman
20 June 2025

https://www.porttechnology.org/news/oil-spill-threat-grows-after-tanker-collision-in-gulf-

of-oman/

Greenpeace Middle East and North Africa (MENA) has issued a warning over the threat of an
environmental disaster after two crude oil tankers collided off the coast between Iran and the
United Arab Emirates (UAE).

Satellite imagery shows a substantial oil slick, extending across roughly 1,500 hectares,
emerging from the site of the collision between the tankers Adalynn and Front Eagle.

The incident occurred in the Gulf of Oman, approximately 22 nautical miles east of Khor
Fakkan, near the Strait of Hormuz.

The Adalynn, a 23-year-old vessel, is reported to be part of the so-called Russian “shadow
fleet”™— a network of ageing tankers that frequently operate below international safety
standards and are used to transport Russian crude.

Although officially listed as in ballast, analysis of the vessel’s 9.3-metre draught indicates it
may be carrying around 70,000 tonnes of crude oil.

Farah Al Hattab, Campaigner at Greenpeace Middle East and North Africa, said: “This is just
one of many dangerous incidents to take place in the past years.

“The causes differ, but the result is often the same: oil spills endanger marine life, disrupt
delicate ecological balances and possibly the entire food web, and carry the potential to spark
widespread environmental damage that extends far beyond the immediate area.”

According to the UAE Ministry of Energy, the collision caused limited damage to the outer
structure of both ships. A fire ignited in the fuel tank of one vessel but was successfully
extinguished. No injuries among the crew were reported.

Al Hattab urged a swift and coordinated response: “Greenpeace MENA urges all concerned
authorities to act swiftly to contain the spill and assess its ecological impact. Environmental
security must be treated as national and regional security.

“The environmental fallout from this collision further highlights the urgent need to transition
away from fossil fuels. It’s time to rethink our global energy systems, shifting to renewable
energy as not just a climate solution but a pathway to sustainability and resilience.”

Recently, the Fort Kochi Coastal Police filed a First Information Report (FIR) against the
owner, captain, and crew of the Wan Hai 503 following the fire onboard.

Container Terminal Automation Conference Asia

Join us at the Container Terminal Automation Conference Asia in Kuala Lumpur on 8-9
September 2025 and engage in two days of expert panel discussions, keynote presentations,
and curated networking sessions. This premier event is designed to address the most critical
developments in terminal automation, including digital transformation, operational efficiency,
investment strategies, and the evolving demands of global trade and sustainability.

Featured discussions will include advanced optimisation technologies, such as Kaleris’ RTG
and terminal truck optimisation solutions, which have already delivered measurable
improvements at leading terminals, including the Port of Tanjung Pelepas.
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