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Mediterranean Sea designated emission control area
1 May 2025

https://www.porttechnology.org/news/mediterranean-sea-designated-emission-control-area/

As of 1 May 2025, the Mediterranean Sea has officially been designated an
Emission Control Area (ECA) under MARPOL Annex VI.

This new status mandates a stricter sulphur limit of 0.1 per cent in marine
fuel, compared to the 0.5 per cent allowed elsewhere, with the goal of
significantly reducing air pollution from shipping.

Ships sailing through the Mediterranean must now comply with tougher
measures aimed at curbing sulphur oxide (SOx) and particulate matter
emissions. This development is expected to deliver substantial health and
environmental benefits.

According to the International Maritime Organization (IMO), cutting SOx
emissions helps lower the risk of “lung cancer, cardiovascular disease,
strokes, and childhood asthma.”

The marine ecosystem also stands to gain, with reduced acidification
benefiting crops, forests, and aquatic life.

The Mediterranean is one of the busiest maritime regions globally, handling
around 20 per cent of seaborne trade. It also hosts 24 per cent of the world
fleet and over 17 per cent of global cruise activity, making this ECA
designation a significant move in terms of global shipping impact.

The Med SOx ECA becomes the fifth such area recognised under MARPOL
Annex VI, joining the Baltic Sea, North Sea, North American coastlines, and
the United States Caribbean.

In 2024, the IMO also designated the Canadian Arctic and the Norwegian Sea
as ECAs. Most recently, in April 2025, MEPC 83 approved a proposal for the
North-East Atlantic to become the next addition.

The regulation follows the global sulphur cap introduced on 1 January 2020,
which reduced the permitted sulphur content in fuel oil to 0.5 per cent outside
ECAs. That measure led to an estimated 70 per cent drop in total SOx
emissions from shipping.

With its net-zero framework set for adoption in October 2025, the IMO has
recently laid the groundwork for a global shift in shipping emissions
regulation—marking a decisive move towards decarbonising the industry by
2050.
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Wan Hai unveils India — East Mediterranean Service
7 May 2025

https://www.porttechnology.org/news/wan-hai-unveils-india-east-mediterranean-service/
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Wan Hai Lines has announced the launch of its latest initiative —
the India—East Mediterranean 2 Service (IM2), set to commence
operations.

This addition to Wan Hai’s global network is designed to offer a
direct and reliable link between India and key ports in the Eastern
Mediterranean, significantly boosting port coverage and regional
connectivity.

The IM2 service will be operated in partnership with Emirates
Shipping Line FZE and will deploy a total of four vessels, each with
a nominal capacity of 2,700 to 2,800 TEUs.

Wan Hai Lines will reportedly contribute one vessel to the rotation.
The inaugural sailing will depart from Mundra Port on 1 June 2025,
and the service will follow a consistent 28-day round-trip schedule.
The full port rotation includes: Mundra - Jeddah - Suez -
Alexandria — Mersin — Suez — Jeddah — Mundra.

Last month, Wan Hai Lines launched the Tamil Nadu — Thailand
Express (TTX) Service to expand its network with direct
connections from Vietnam and Thailand to East India.
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Piraeus Port Authority Posts 23% Increase in Profits in Q1 2025
1 May 2025

https://www.tovima.com/finance/piraeus-port-authority-posts-23-increase-in-profits-in-
g1-2025/

Piraeus Port Authority (OLP) posted a 23% increase in profits and a
14.6% rise in revenue for the first quarter of 2025, signaling steady
growth despite ongoing challenges, according to the company’s
announcement.

As the announcement points out, the company has continued its
upward trajectory from previous quarters, maintaining strong
performance amid a difficult operating environment.

Key elements of this quarter’s performance include a notable
improvement in revenue, effective cost management, and a
significant boost in profitability indicators. The company also
emphasized its continued financial robustness and strong liquidity,
even after fully repaying €26.5 million in bank debt.

The improved financial results and profit margins reflect not only
stronger revenue performance but also the company’s effective cost
management strategy, implemented by its leadership despite
persistent challenges in the Dbroader inflationary economic
environment.

Compared to the first quarter of 2024, the Piraeus Port Authority
recorded increased activity across most of its operational sectors.
Particularly noteworthy was the performance of the container
terminal, which saw a 53.0% rise in total cargo handling.

This upward trend was driven by both a 16.2% increase in domestic
cargo volumes—rising from 54,791 to 63,689 TEUs—fueled by the
growth of the Greek economy, and a striking 80.6% surge in
transshipment cargo, which jumped from 73,235 to 132,248 TEUs
year-over-year.
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Red Sea nations strengthen oil spill response measures

13 May 2025

https://www.porttechnology.org/news/red-sea-nations-strengthen-oil-spill-response-
measures/

Countries in the Red Sea region have worked to strengthen their preparedness
and response systems for major marine pollution incidents involving oil and
hazardous and noxious substance (HNS) spills.

From 5 — 8 May, a subregional workshop in Hurghada, Egypt, brought
together 18 officials from Djibouti, Egypt, Eritrea, Jordan, Saudi Arabia,
Somalia, and Yemen to develop technical skills, improve coordination, and
bolster contingency planning for these types of incidents.

As one of the world’s most critical shipping lanes, the Red Sea area continues
to face maritime security risks related to wider geopolitical tensions, which
have led to some maritime incidents.

The workshop aimed to strengthen regional preparedness for marine
pollution incidents by building skills in oil spill response, inter-agency
coordination, and contingency planning.

It emphasized the need for collaboration among Red Sea States, UN bodies,
and international partners.

Participants took part in expert-led sessions, table-top exercises, and case
study reviews of incidents involving the MV RUBYMAR, MV SOUNION,
and ASL BAUHINIA, highlighting the challenges of pollution response in a
geopolitically sensitive region.

Hosted by EMARSGA with support from PERSGA and International
Maritime Organization (IMO)’s ITCP, the event is expected to improve
coordination and enhance response capabilities across the Red Sea region.

In February, CMA CGM announced the launch of its new BIGEX 3 and
BIGEX 4 services, to provide the most comprehensive and fast offer of direct
links between India, the Middle East Gulf and the Red Sea.
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Hapag-Lloyd launches updated Quality Promises for 2030

9 May 2025

https://www.porttechnology.org/news/hapag-lloyd-launches-updated-quality-promises-for-
2030/

Hapag-Lloyd has introduced updated Quality Promises as part of its
Strategy 2030, to improve operational and service quality.

The initiative aims to reduce delays, increase reliability, and enhance
transparency and efficiency in its shipping services.

Efforts include optimising internal processes and expanding digital
tools.

In recent years, the company reports that 90 per cent of customer
bookings are now answered within one business hour (up from 60 per
cent in 2019), 93 per cent of calls are answered within 12 seconds, and
88 per cent of customer queries are resolved within eight business
hours.

Rolf Habben Jansen, CEO of Hapag-Lloyd, said: “It’s not only about
setting goals — it’s about setting clear standards for our industry and
delivering consistent high quality every day.

“With our unique set of Quality Promises we will be able to minimise
delays, elevate reliability, and provide our customers with the
predictability they rightly expect from us.”

In April, Hapag-Lloyd’s Q1 2025 EBITDA rose 17 per cent YoY to
€1.0 billion ($1.1 billion), while EBIT increased 24 per cent to €0.47
billion ($0.5 billion).
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Folk Maritime boosts regional connectivity with fleet expansion

15 May 2025

https://www.porttechnology.org/news/folk-maritime-boosts-regional-connectivity-with-
fleet-expansion/

Folk Maritime Services Company has announced the addition of three
container vessels to its fleet, with deployment scheduled over the
coming month,

The newly added ships are: M/V Folk Dammam (1,868 TEUs), M/V
Folk Yanbu (702 TEUSs), and M/V Folk Jubail (1,118 TEUS).

All three vessels are registered under the Saudi flag at Jeddah Islamic
Port.

This expansion enhances Folk Maritime’s operational capabilities
across the Red Sea, Arabian Gulf, Indian Subcontinent, and other key
regional trade corridors.

Poul Hestbaek, CEO of Folk Maritime, emphasized the strategic
importance of the acquisition:

“The addition of Folk Dammam, Folk Yanbu, and Folk Jubail to our
fleet strengthens our ability to deliver efficient and reliable shipping
solutions.

“These efforts directly align with Vision 2030°s objectives to build a
competitive, self-sufficient logistics sector.”

Last month, Folk Maritime Services Company officially acquired its
second vessel, M/V Folk Jazan.
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DP World seals agreement for $800m Syrian port development

17 May 2025
https://www.lloydslist.com/LL1153490/DP-World-inks-MOU-for-S800m-Syrian-port-development

DP World plans to develop, manage and operate a new multipurpose facility at
Syria’s second-largest port Tartus

UAE port and logistics giant follows CMA CGM in announcing intentions to invest in
the Middle East country, after signing deal with newly installed Syrian government
DUBAI-based port operator DP World has signed a memorandum of understanding
with the new Syrian government for an $800m investment at the port of Tartus.
According to Syrian state news agency SANA, the MOU includes investment in the
development, management and operation of a multipurpose terminal in Tartus, as
the government looks to strengthen port infrastructure and logistics services after
years of conflict.

The agreement follows the lifting of US sanctions against the country earlier this
week, and president Trump’s meeting with Syrian president Ahmed al-Sharaa in
Saudi Arabia shortly after.

SANA said that under the MOU DP World and Syria’s General Authority for Land and
Sea Ports will contribute to raising the port’s efficiency, increasing operational
capacity and enhancing its role as a regional hub for international trade. In addition,
the pair will co-operate to establish industrial zones and free zones, in addition to
dry ports and freight transit stations within Syria.

A spokesperson for DP World said the group looks “forward to bringing this MOU to
execution and we will work hard with colleagues in the government of Syria to
explore all potential opportunities to provide end-to-end solutions in the country”.
“DP World is committed to responsible investment to make trade flow around the
world and wherever we operate. Our work aligns with the evolving regulatory
framework in light of recent positive developments and signals of renewed
international engagement with Syria.”

News that DP World is planning significant investment at the port of Tartus follows
news from earlier this month that CMA CGM had signed a new 30-year agreement
with the new Syrian government to manage and expand the container terminal at
the port of Latakia, which the Marseille-headquartered company has managed since
2009. Tartus is Syria’s second-largest port city after Latakia, which is around 100 km
north.

On Wednesday, DP World also confirmed a further $760m pledge of investment
under another MOU with the government of t
Caucedo, where it has maintained a prese
enhance the Caribbean container port’s box
develop its free trade zone.
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Port of Fujairah, Endava ink digital transformation agreement

22 May 2025

https://www.porttechnology.org/news/port-of-fujairah-endava-ink-digital-transformation-
agreement/

The Port of Fujairah has signed a strategic agreement with Endava to
spearhead a comprehensive digital transformation initiative aimed at unifying
and modernising the port’s operational landscape.

Spanning five years and structured in six progressive modules, this initiative
will introduce digital solutions to optimise vessel call management, dry and
liquid bulk operations, gate pass security and real-time analytics, ensuring
world-class efficiency and transparency across all port operations. At the
initiative’s core is a new Port Community System branded “MarHub”,
signalling an inclusive, connected gateway for every stakeholder.

Endava will deliver MarHub as a platform that will enhance data accessibility
for all stakeholders, streamline workflows, and establish a strong foundation
for automation and continuous process improvement. Critically, the system’s
API-first, cloud-native, modular architecture will facilitate constant
innovation, enabling the port to introduce new eServices seamlessly, with
Phase 1 scheduled to go live in Q4 2025.

MarHub will be hosted in UAE-based Microsoft Azure regions, ensuring full
data residency and compliance. The deployment will leverage
containerisation, automated resource scaling, and centralised logging to
minimise infrastructure waste and support sustainable IT practices.

From a security standpoint, the system is designed to meet 1SO 27001
standards, incorporating end-to-end encryption and multi-level identity and
access controls to ensure the highest levels of protection.

Khalil Ebrahim, Deputy Managing Director at Port of Fujairah, said: “With
this transformation, we are not only optimising our processes but also
reinforcing full transparency, which ensures security, trust and streamlined
workflows.

David Boast, General Manager — UAE & KSA, Endava, said: “Large-scale
digital transformations require careful execution to ensure operational
continuity, and our expertise will enable a seamless transition, while
continuously delivering powerful new features.

“lI have no doubt that this project will serve as a benchmark for digital-led
logistics in the region, setting new standards in efficiency and innovation.”
Earlier this year, the International Maritime Organization (IMO) announced it
Is developing a comprehensive strategy to leverage-emerging-technologie
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Container Ship ‘Maersk Sana’ adrift near Bermuda after explosion

(1-18) May 2025

https://shippingtelegraph.com/container-news/container-ship-maersk-sana-adrift-near-bermuda-

after-explosion/

https://www.seatrade-maritime.com/accidents/maersk-sana-now-on-week-long-tow-to-bahamas

The 8,450 teu container ship, Maersk Sana which was
stranded in the Atlantic for three weeks is finally on the
move.

The Maersk Sana lost propulsive power after an engine
room explosion which injured three seafarers on April
28, and is now under tow, bound for the Bahamas.

The powerful Norwegian tug, Seal Ruby, is understood
to have taken the 21-year-old container ship in tow on
Friday, following an extended period during which the
laden vessel was ‘safely adrift at sea’ in the western
Atlantic, according to owner Maersk. According to the
container line’s latest statement, the tug is ‘in the
process of towing the Maersk Sana to a port of refuge in
the Bahamas, with an expected arrival in the last week of
May'.

The 2010-built 28,000bhp Seal Ruby, with a bollard pull
of 310 tonnes, was previously named Siem Ruby
(pictured) following the renaming of Siem Offshore to
Seal Offshore last year. Although Maersk did not name
the port in the Bahamas, it is thought that the stricken
container ship will be towed to Freeport.

The April 28 engine room explosion injured three
seafarers. Two were not seriously hurt but Maersk said in
its latest statement that a third crew member ‘who was
transported to a hospital in the US remains in stable but
critical condition and is receiving the best possible care’.
Maersk would not answer questions from Seatrade
Maritime News on Sunday, responding with its latest
boilerplate statement: “We cannot go into further details
about the incident until the investigation is concluded.
Safety is of paramount importance and will be an
important part of our investigation. We remain in
communication with our customers about mitigating
impacts to their supply chains”.

However, the incident raises questions about the supply
of powerful seagoing tugs on the US eastern seaboard.
Insurers must have been consulted and subsequently
agreed to Maersk’s “first time right’ strategy in which it
said that finding the right tug, hired on a long voyage
from Europe, rather than the closest vessel, was to be its
chosen strategy.

Crisis management personnel at the container line
should be relieved — weather conditions have remained
favourable. The Atlantic hurricane season begins in a few
days’ time and a month or two later, getting a towline on
the 335 metre-long Maersk Sana could have been very
different. As it is, Miami’s National Hurricane Weather
Center reported that “tropical cyclone formation is not
expected within the next seven days”.
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The Australian Transport Safety Bureau (ATSB) has released a
comprehensive report detailing the July 2022 incident where the
bulk carrier Portland Bay nearly stranded off Sydney’s coast,
revealing significant failures in emergency response coordination
and highlighting urgent safety recommendations.

The 170-meter vessel, carrying 950 tonnes of heavy fuel oil, lost
engine power just 12 nautical miles offshore — well short of the
prescribed 50 nautical mile safe distance. The incident began when
the ship departed Port Kembla on July 3, 2022, due to deteriorating
weather conditions that made it unsafe to remain in port.

“The stranding on pristine national park coastline would have had
internationally  significant  environmental and  economic
consequences, and as such this was one of the ATSB’s most
comprehensive marine occurrence investigations in nearly two
decades,” said ATSB Chief Commissioner Angus Mitchell.

Early on July 4, the vessel’s main engine failed while battling gale
force winds and rough seas. The emergency response that followed
exposed serious coordination issues between multiple agencies. The
initial delay in reporting by the ship’s master was compounded when
NSW authorities failed to immediately notify the Australian
Maritime Safety Authority (AMSA).

The first harbor tug arrived nearly five hours after the initial distress
call, lacking both an operational towing winch and suitable towline.
By this point, Portland Bay’s master had deployed both anchors
approximately one mile from the rocky shoreline of Royal National
Park — a desperate measure that ultimately prevented disaster.

Two additional harbor tugs arrived five hours later and attempted to
tow the vessel to safety. However, one towline failed, forcing the
master to again deploy both anchors as the ship drifted toward
Cronulla. Even with both anchors deployed and one tug still
connected, the vessel continued its slow drift toward the coastline.

A critical factor in prolonging the emergency was the delayed
deployment of the state’s designated ocean-going emergency
towage vessel, Svitzer Glenrock. Despite an initial request around
midday by the Port Authority, communication failures between
agency control rooms resulted in the vessel not being tasked until 13
hours into the emergency. Svitzer Glenrock finally arrived 30 hours
after the initial mayday calls, following a 90-nautical-mile journey
from Newcastle in severe weather.

The ATSB investigation identified eight safety issues, leading to
unprecedented formal recommendations to four organizations. The
investigation revealed that three legislated bodies had different
interpretations of their responsibilities under the same emergency
response plans.

“These differing understandings of responsibilities effectively left a
significant proportion of the emergency response in the hands of
commercial arrangements — arrangements that had inherent
limitations,” Mitchell explained.

The investigation’s findings have prompted eight safety
recommendations to four organizations, including the AMSA, the
Port Authority of NSW, NSW Maritime, and United Salvage. Key
issues include ineffective implementation of national response
procedures, inadequate coordination, and unclear communication of
salvage capabilities.

The ATSB will continue monitoring the implementation of these
recommendations as the organizations work to address the
identified safety concerns.



https://www.seatrade-maritime.com/keyword/maersk
https://www.seatrade-maritime.com/keyword/usa
https://shippingtelegraph.com/container-news/container-ship-maersk-sana-adrift-near-bermuda-after-explosion/
https://www.seatrade-maritime.com/accidents/maersk-sana-now-on-week-long-tow-to-bahamas
https://gcaptain.com/tag/atsb/
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