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Port of Antwerp-Bruges suffers throughput drop in Q1

22 April 2025

https://www.porttechnology.org/news/port-of-antwerp-bruges-moves-68-million-tonnes-in-q1/

The Port of Antwerp-Bruges has handled 67.7 million tonnes of cargo in Q1 2025,
down 4 per cent year-over-year (YoY), driven primarily by a sharp drop in bulk
volumes.

Container throughput, however, saw growth. The port continues to face global
headwinds, including shifting markets, geopolitical tensions, and pressure on
Europe’s chemical sector.

As the US remains its second-largest trading partner, the port is monitoring potential
impacts of future tariffs.

Container throughput was a key growth driver in Q1, rising 4.6 per cent in tonnage
and 4.5 per cent in TEUs Y0Y, despite geopolitical uncertainty and container alliance
shifts.

The transition to new alliances, along with strikes and congestion at other ports, led
to longer dwell times and increased terminal pressure.

The Port of Antwerp-Bruges grew its market share in the Hamburg—Le Havre range
to 30.5 per cent in 2024 and rose from 15th to 14th among the world’s largest
container ports.

Conventional general cargo fell 5.4 per cent, driven by a 14.3 per cent drop in iron
and steel volumes amid a weak economy and import quotas.

RoRo throughput edged up 1.1 per cent, as gains in unaccompanied freight offset an
11.3 per cent decline in new car volumes, reflecting challenges in the European auto
sector. Dry bulk remained nearly flat, down just 0.8 per cent.

Jacques Vandermeiren, CEO of Port of Antwerp-Bruges, said: “Our port is showing
resilience and operational reliability. That stability is critical, both for our customers
and for the broader economy.

“At the same time, the protectionist measures taken by the US make it clear that
Europe needs to make a stronger commitment to robust economic policies in order
to strengthen our industry and anchor its strategic position.”

In recent news, the port signed a Memorandum of Understanding with the Maritime
and Port Authority of Singapore to collaborate on maritime decarbonisation and
digitalisation.
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Axpo conducts first LNG ship-to-ship transfer in Algeciras

24 April 2025

https://www.porttechnology.org/news/axpo-conducts-first-lng-ship-to-ship-transfer-in-
algeciras/

Axpo, Switzerland’s largest energy producer, has completed its first LNG ship-
to-ship delivery in the Port of Algeciras, expanding its bunkering operations to a
second Spanish port.

The 7,500-cubic-metre (cbm) vessel Avenir Aspiration supplied around 5,000
cbm of LNG to Mediterranean Shipping Company (MSC)’s Mariacristina,
reported Axpo.

This follows a 5,800-com LNG delivery to an MSC vessel in Malaga last
month.

Axpo’s Head of Small-Scale LNG, Daniele Corti said: “By expanding our
operations to a second port in Spain, we continue to implement AXpo’s
ambitious small-scale LNG growth strategy and strengthen our presence as a
reliable LNG partner.”

In August 2023, Axpo signed a 10-year deal to charter a liquefied natural gas
(LNG) bunkering vessel, with the ship expected to begin operations in 2025.
The long-term arrangement was negotiated with Gas and Heat SpA in Italy and
the San Giorgio del Porto shipyard, both of which are leaders in cryogenic
storage and vessel adaptations.

In recent news, AD Ports Group hosted its first ship-to-ship (STS) liquified
natural gas (LNG) bunkering operation at its flagship deep-water Khalifa Port.
The STS operation was executed in accordance with international practices and
regulatory standards, including LNG bunkering protocols and guidelines set by
the International Maritime Organization (IMO), the International Association of
Ports and Harbors, the International Organization for Standardization, and the
Society of International Gas Tanker and Terminal Operators.
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Thessaloniki Port records €100 million revenue in 2024

17 April 2025

https://www.porttechnology.org/news/thessaloniki-port-reports-record-e100-million-revenue-in-

2024/

The Thessaloniki Port Authority (ThPA S.A) has announced its fiscal year 2024
results, conveying a 17 per cent group revenue increase.

Strong operational performance drove record revenues and volumes, despite a
challenging environment marked by geopolitical instability, conflicts, and
supply chain disruptions.

The port delivered record-breaking performance in 2024 across nearly all core
sectors, achieving all-time highs in revenue, profit, throughput, and volumes.
Container Terminal throughput rose to 566,000 TEUs, up 46,000 TEUs (9 per
cent) year-over-year (YoY), while Conventional Cargo volumes reached 3.2
million tonnes, a 250,000-tonne (9 per cent) increase from 2023.

Group revenue surged to €100.7 million ($114.5 million), a €14.8 million ($16.8
million) increase from €85.9 million ($97 million) the previous year.

Growth was broad-based, with revenue gains across all main segments:
Container Terminal (+€11.5 million/$13 million, +19 per cent), Conventional
Cargo (+€2.9 million/$3.2 million, +14 per cent).

These results were driven by strong volume growth and improved operational
efficiency across key services.

The Executive Chairman of the BoD of ThPA S.A., Athanasios Liagkos, stated:
“2024 was another record year for ThPA S.A., confirming the consistent
implementation of our long-term business and investment plan to strengthen the
Port of Thessaloniki’s role in Southeastern Europe.

“The recent approval of the Master Plan marks a key milestone, enabling major
investments like the expansion of Pier 6, which will boost the port’s
international standing, create jobs, and generate broad economic and social
benefits.”

In September 2024, ThPA S.A. revealed its financial results for the first half of
2024, showing a growth increase of 17.3 per cent
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ONE unveils Intra-Greece Express service

4 April 2025

https://www.porttechnology.org/news/one-unveils-intra-greece-express-service/

Ocean Network Express (ONE) has launched its Intra-Greece
Express (IGX) service to enhance connectivity between
Thessaloniki and Piraeus.

This additional service aims to offer ONE’s customers with reliable
shipping solutions.

According to the Japanese shipping company, the route for the IGX
service is: Piraeus — Thessaloniki — Piraeus

The service’s estimated time of arrival is on 7 April via the M/V
Corelli vOO6N, Piraeus.

In March, ONE and the Singapore Maritime Foundation (SMF)
signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) to develop a talent
pipeline for the maritime sector.

More recently, ONE launched the enhanced Thailand Vietnam East
India 2 (TE2) service, building on the existing SV X service.
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Arkas Line enhances its West Africa service

14 April 2025

https://www.porttechnology.org/news/arkas-line-enhances-its-west-africa-service/

Arkas Line has announced that it will enhance its West Africa
operations by exclusively using its own fleet, boosting efficiency
and expanding its regional network.

After its recent expansion into India, Arkas will now operate the
West Africa Service (WAS) with four vessels — Mario A, Cristina
A, Jean Pierre A, and Diane A— each with a 1,600 TEU capacity.
The WAS, with weekly sailings, will offer shorter transit times and
more flexible solutions.

The wupdated route — Tangier, Casablanca, Dakar, Lagos
(Tincan/Apapa), Tema, Abidjan, Nouakchott, Tangier — supports
Arkas Line’s sustainable growth strategy.

In January, Arkas Line strengthened its international presence by
extending its route to India.

One month later, Arkas Line launched a new service, India Med
Service (IMS), which will deliver cargo from the Mundra and
Nheva Sheva ports to commercial centres in India’s railway
connection.
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Stolthaven Terminals to develop new terminal in Tirkiye

24 April 2025

https://www.porttechnoloqv.orq/news/stoIthaven-terminals-to-develop-new-termin'él-in-
turkiye/ \

‘r'

[
Stolthaven Terminals has partnered with Rénesans Holding on the dev

a new terminal located in Ceyhan, Adana, Turkiye.
The facility is part of a large-scale new development, valued at $2 billion, that also
includes a polypropylene (PP) production plant, which Rénesans Holding will
develop separately, with an expected annual production capacity of 472,500 metric
tonnes, meeting roughly 17 per cent of Turkiye’s PP demand.

Stolthaven Terminals and Rénesans Holding will jointly develop the terminal,
which will include a deep-sea jetty and feedstock storage services for the new
plant and incorporate environmentally advanced technology to support efficiency
and sustainability.

The terminal’s location in the Ceyhan Energy Specialised Industrial zone means it
will also be ideally positioned to provide other customers with efficient and
competitive storage and handling services in southern and central Turkiye.

The aim is to expand the facility into a chemical terminal to support the future
development of the industrial zone.

Guy Bessant, President of Stolthaven Terminals, said: “We are pleased to partner
with Ronesans Holding on this landmark project.

“Stolthaven Terminals has more than 50 years’ experience in the safe and efficient
handling and storage of bulk liquids and gases, and proven expertise in developing
complex and large-scale storage projects.

“This terminal will not only provide storage for the Ceyhan PP Plant but is also
part of the Ceyhan Energy Specialized Industrial zone which, in future, could
provide storage and logistics solutions for local and international companies
looking for distribution services in the region.”

Erman Ilicak, President of Ro6nesans Holding, said: “This development
exemplifies our commitment to sustainable, high-impact investments that support
Tirkiye’s economic and industrial ambitions.

“The Ceyhan PP Plant will not only bring hundreds of new jobs to the region but
also secure a more resilient and competitive supply chain for PP, which is a vital
raw material for industries across Turkiye and Europe.”

Last October, Asyaport became the first port in Tirkiye to offer shore power to

container vessels with its latest installation of Onshore Power Supply (OPS).
2 S\ PN &
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Oman inks deal for first liquid hydrogen corridor to Europe

17 April 2025

https://www.porttechnology.org/news/oman-inks-deal-for-first-liquid-hydrogen-corridor-to-
europe/

The Sultanate of Oman has signed a Joint Development Agreement (JDA) to establish the
world’s first commercial-scale liquid hydrogen corridor linking Oman to the Netherlands
and Germany.

Hamburger Hafen und Logistik AG (HHLA) is participating in this corridor project.

The corridor will enable the export of RFNBO-compliant liquid hydrogen from Oman’s Port
of Dugm to the Port of Amsterdam and key logistics hubs in Germany, including the Port of
Duisburg, and onward to other European countries.

At the heart of this corridor is reportedly the world’s largest hydrogen liquefaction,
storage, and export terminal to be established in the Port of Dugm.

0Q, Oman’s energy transition enabler, leading the liquefaction infrastructure, will develop
the hydrogen plant along with related storage and export facilities, contributing directly to
the corridor’s supply capabilities and Oman’s national hydrogen targets.

The centralised facility will draw from Dugm’s growing renewable hydrogen developments,
leveraging the port’s strategic location as a global maritime hub and Special Economic
Zone.

The centralised liquefaction plant will be supported by maritime transportation vessels
developed by ECOLOG to ship liquid hydrogen with zero boil-off, reportedly ensuring
greater efficiency and reduced losses.

On the European side, the corridor will be anchored by re-gasification import terminals in
the Port of Amsterdam, from which the hydrogen will be distributed to industrial off-takers
in the Netherlands and Germany via gas pipeline networks, rail connections, and barge
distribution through the Dutch canal network.

“Today’s landmark signing demonstrates how Oman is turning its hydrogen ambitions into
concrete projects aligned with global demand and national priorities,” said H.E. Eng. Salim
bin Nasser Al Aufi, Minister of Energy and Minerals and Chairman of Hydrom.

“While this corridor will enable the large-scale export of Omani hydrogen to Europe, its
true value lies in how it supports our broader vision of an integrated sector that advances
our national objectives.

“From industrial diversification and infrastructure development to job creation and
capacity building, we are committed to building a future-ready sector that will position
Oman at the centre of green hydrogen global supply chain and deliver tangible economic
value for the country.”

Last month, the Maritime and Port Authority of Singapore (MPA) and the Port of
Rotterdam signed an agreement to expand their collaboration on the Rotterdam-Singapore
Green and Digital Shipping Corridor.
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