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Valencia port sees growth in trade with China and US

13 Feb 2025
https://www.porttec|hnology.org/news/valenciaport-sees-growth-in-trade-with-china-and-us/

The Port of Valencia (PAV) has reported that China and the United States were its primary
commercial partners in 2024, contributing 34 per cent of total traffic.

China remains once again in first position with 702,633 containers handled in 2024 and
7.91 million tonnes, followed by the US with which 368,298 TEUs and 4.52 million
tonnes have been exchanged.

The Bulletin’s data were presented to the PAV Board of Directors on 12 February at its
first meeting of the year.

Representatives from PAV explained that the main goods exported from Valencian docks
to China are food, cars and their parts, wines and beverages, construction materials, paper
and chemicals.

The port recieves the following items from Asia: machinery and tools, construction
materials, autos and components, chemical goods, tobacco, cocoa, coffee, and spices.

With the US, the port noted that predominant cargo traffics are construction materials,
machinery and tools, food, wine and beverages, and chemicals.

Saudi Arabia (+59.64 per cent) and Ukraine (+44.02 per cent) are the nations with the
greatest rise in goods tonnage in 2024.

Algeria and Turkey have also improved their ‘statistical visibility’, with traffic (tonnes)
increases of 24.88 per cent and 23.73 per cent, respectively, Israel had a growth of 25.22
per cent.

The Board of Directors of the Port Authority of Valencia has access to this report, which
states that the data from the port PAV’s Statistical Bulletin for 2024 reveals that a total of
80.6 million tonnes of products entered and exited Valencian docks, 5.11 per cent higher
than in 2023.

The number of containers has also increased, reaching 5.47 million TEUs (6.1-metre-long
containers), representing a gain of +14.15 per cent: cargo traffic (export) has stayed
unchanged (+0.13 per cent), offloading (import) has increased by 10.60 per cent, and
marine transit has increased by 18.77 per cent.

The Bulletin also breaks down the accumulated data for 2024 by sector of activity. The
iron and steel and construction materials sectors have maintained similar management
figures to those of 2023.

The non-metallic minerals sector (+33.13 per cent), fertilisers (+4.19 per cent), chemical
products (+9 per cent) and agricultural, livestock and foodstuffs (+2.48 per cent) have
increased their traffic. The energy sector fell 40.41 per cent.

In terms of rail travel, the number of containers transported by train declined by 3.26 per
cent, and when we consider the overall quantity of products that have entered and exited
the Valencian docks, rail transport accounts for 6.67 per cent ofitgtal movement.

The Bulletin also reveals that Valenciaport’sRoRo traffic (mari
3.44 per cent greater in terms of tonnes than in 2023, as we ;
which increased by 13.65 per cent. WM.
Intermodal transport units (IULS) increased by 4.46 per Ct }’iilhf”'i[ 244 ¥.79,401
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Thessaloniki Port’s €180 Million Upgrade Gets Green Light
12 Feb 2025

https://news.gtp.gr/2025/02/12/thessaloniki-ports-e180-million-upgrade-gets-green-light/

“This Decree marks the beginning of a new era for the Port of Thessaloniki,
driven by significant infrastructure upgrades and major investments,” said
Thanos Liagkos, Executive Chairman of the Board and Managing Director of
ThPA SA.

He noted that ThPA has already invested over 71.3 million euros in
infrastructure upgrades as part of its development plan in recent years. These,
combined with the upcoming investments, will contribute significantly to the
economy at local, national, and international levels.

Additionally, the port’s operational capacity will be enhanced through
improved connections to the railway and road networks (Patras—Athens—
Thessaloniki-Evzoni and the Egnatia Motorway). Non-mandatory investments
will also promote cross-border synergies, strengthening the port’s competitive
edge and fostering Thessaloniki’s broader regional development.

“This Presidential Decree, which approves the development plan for
Thessaloniki Port, represents a milestone in its history and future,” said
Maritime Minister Christos Stylianides after the master plan’s approval.
Thessaloniki Port has cemented its position as a key maritime hub for Greece
and the Balkans, excelling in container and bulk cargo management, cruise
operations, and expanding into intermodal transport.

With the approval of both the updated master plan and the Strategic
Environmental Impact Assessment, Thessaloniki Port Authority (ThPA) is set
to invest 180 million euros in modernizing the port’s infrastructure, including
the Old Customs Station Building and Pier VI.

A key focus of these investments is the expansion of Pier VI, aimed at boosting
the port’s competitiveness and commercial activity. The upgrade will enable
Thessaloniki Port to accommodate main liner container vessels with capacities
of up to 24,000 TEU, significantly enhancing its international position.

The permitting process for the construction projects is set to begin
immediately, according to ThPA.

The master plan for upgrading the port of Thessaloniki, Northern Greece’s
Iargest has been approved:%hrou e _E’Iesui% Decree issued by Hellenic
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PSA achieves 10 million TEUs milestone at Tuas Port

25 Feb 2025

https://www.porttechnology.org/news/psa-singapore-achieves-10-million-teus-
milestone-at-tuas-port/

PSA Singapore (PSA) has marked a significant milestone, handling
10 million TEUs at Tuas Port since the commencement of operations
in September 2022.

Tuas Port, the world’s largest fully automated container terminal, was
designed to meet the increasing needs of international shipping,
aiming to enhance Singapore’s position as a leading transshipment
hub.

The port’s automated systems are a key feature in PSA’s strategy.
These systems reportedly allow for more streamlined operations,
contributing to faster processing times for ships and containers.
Additionally, the port’s focus on scalability is intended to ensure its
ability to handle future growth in global trade.

PSA’s Group CEO, Ong Kim Pong, stated that the port is “a vital
node in PSA’s global network” and is well-positioned to meet the
evolving needs of the supply chain industry.

He emphasised that the port’s size, capacity, and technological
advancements ensure long-term capacity assurance for customers.

In 2024, PSA achieved a record by handling over 40 million TEUs,
exceeding the previous annual high of 38.8 million TEUS set in 2023.
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Irag - ICTSI Basra acquires Konecranes mobile harbour crane

13 Feb 2025

https://www.porttechnology.org/news/ictsi-basra-acquires-konecranes-mobile-harbour-crane/

Basra Gateway Container Terminal (BGT), an International
Container Terminal Services, Inc. (ICTSI) facility at the Port of
Umm Qasr, Iraq, has received a new Konecranes Gottwald ESP.8
mobile harbour crane.

With a 125-tonne lifting capacity and a 54-metre boom, the crane
can serve vessels up to the post-Panamax class, enhancing BGT’s
operating capabilities.

This new acquisition is part of BGT’s ongoing commitment to
modernising lIraq’s busiest port and providing customers with
dependable, sustainable service.

Recently, Terminales Maritimas de Vigo, S.L.U. (Termavi)
ordered two hybrid Konecranes Rubber-Tyred Gantry (RTG) cranes
equipped with the complete range of Konecranes Smart Features.
MICT also received eight hybrid Rubber-Tyred Gantry (RTG)
cranes with near-zero emission technology this month.
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Port of VValencia runs on 18 per cent solar energy
21 Feb 2025

https://www.porttechnology.org/news/port-of-valencia-runs-on-20-per-cent-solar-enerqy/

The Port of Valencia has disclosed that 18 per cent of its total energy
consumption is powered by renewable solar energy.

This is thanks to the installation of a new photovoltaic system on the
vehicle silo at Valencia Terminal Europa (VTE), which alone generates
15 per cent of the port’s daily energy needs.

Additionally, the solar plant at Muelle Principe Felipe contributes
another 3 per cent, bringing the total sustainable energy supply for the
port to 18 per cent.

This move is part of the Port Authority of Valencia (PAV)’s broader
decarbonisation efforts aimed at reducing emissions and enhancing the
port’s environmental impact.

PAV has a 20 kilovolt (kV) Medium Voltage network, which distributes
electrical energy inside the Port of Valencia for its concessionaires, as
well as for the PAV’s own purposes.

Specifically, this installation will create around 8,380.00 megawatts per
hour/year (MWh/year), making it a new milestone in the zero
emissions plan, since it marks a further step towards the eventual target
of transforming the Port of Valencia into a 100 per cent green
enclosure.

Federico Torre, PAV’s Head of Energy Transition, said that with the
commissioning of this second solar plant “it has been observed that, in
the central hours of the day, the installation generates more energy than
the port precinct consumes.

“For this reason, we are considering storing the energy that is not
consumed, and which is now being fed into the electricity grid.”
Recently, PAV reported that China and the United States were its
primary commercial partners in 2024, contributing 34 per cent of total
traffic.
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Shandong port launches new port construction projects

18 Feb 2025

https://www.seatrade-maritime.com/ports-logistics/shandong-port-launches-new-port-
construction-projects

North Chinese port operator Shandong Port Group said it is accelerating
its port cluster construction in Qingdao with the commissioning of new
projects. The announcement was made at a ceremony to mark the
completion of key projects under 'World-Class Port Cluster' initiative.
Shandong Port has announced 29 projects in Qingdao, including some
projects already completed and operational in 2024, currently under
construction, and expected to commence construction in 2025. Total
investment across the projects is RMB93.4bn ($12.9bn), it said.

Ren Gang, Mayor of Qingdao said during the project launching
ceremony, "The successful completion of these projects, along with new
initiatives, will provide critical support in strengthening Qingdao Port as
a key maritime hub, as well as the development of Qingdao International
Shipping Centre and creating a world-class port cluster.*

Since the establishment of Shandong Port Group, the cargo throughput
and container volume at Qingdao port both achieved significant growth,
ranking top four and top five in the world, respectively.
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Bahrain, APMT ink LOI to deepen collaboration at Khalifa Bin Salman Port

20 Feb 2025

https://www.porttechnology.org/news/bahrain-apmt-ink-loi-to-deepen-collaboration-at-khalifa-
bin-salman-port/

APM Terminals (APMT) has signed the Letter of Intent (LOI) this week
with the Ministry of Transportation and Telecommunications to deepen
the company’s collaboration with Bahrain.

The aims of the letter are to more than double the terminal’s throughput
by 2030, expand trade flows with Saudi Arabia, and advise on and invest
in new growth segments that support Bahrain’s Economic Vision 2030
and beyond.

Managing Director of APMT in Bahrain, Matthew Luckhurst stated:
“APMT is committed to net zero operations by 2040, with Khalifa Bin
Salman Port leading the way. Our collaboration with the Government of
Bahrain, particularly through a 11.5 megawatt solar power project will
enable us to meet 100 per cent of our terminal’s energy needs the first
port in the region to achieve such a milestone.

“These initiatives will be supported by APM Terminals’ commitment to
upskilling local talent and creating high-quality, future-proof
employment opportunities. Our efforts have a proven track record of
generating direct and indirect jobs, in the communities we serve.”
Commenting on this, Dr. Shaikh Abdulla bin Ahmed Al Khalifa, Minister
of Transportation and Telecommunications, said: “This signing is a
significant step in further strengthening Bahrain’s economy in line with
Bahrain’s Economic Vision 2030. By utilising Bahrain’s strategic
location — particularly its direct links to Saudi Arabia and the Arabian
Gulf states — Bahrain is well positioned as a major regional centre for
trade distribution.

“The Ministry will provide its full support to APMT in achieving its
objectives and showcasing the potential that Bahrain has to offer.”

Earlier this month, APMT Maasvlakte Il and Rocsys joined forces to
deploy hands-free charging at Maasvlakte Il in the Port of Rotterdam.
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