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Canada-Port Saint John completes West Side Modernization
Project

29 Jan 2024

https.//www.porttechnoloqy.org/news/port-saint-john-completes-west-side-
modernization-project/

Port Saint John has successfully completed the $205 million West Side
Terminals Modernization Project to increase the terminal’s overall
capacity and bolster its attractiveness for investment,

Funded equally by the Federal Government, Province of New
Brunswick, and the port, this construction project has been completed
on time, on budget, and with increased scope despite challenges arising
auring the COVID-19 pandemic and global supply chain disruptions.
Thanks to this critical infrastructure investment, the west side container
terminal Is enfjoying increased laydown capacity of over 160 per cent or
325,000 TEU.

Other improvements include a 345-metre berth, the addition of new
refrigerated towers, dredged the main channel to be deeper and wider
and an expanded intermodal yard.

“Port Saint John is vital to the economy of the city and by extension to
the whole of Atlantic Canada,” said Wayne Long, Member of
Parliament for Saint John—Rothesay, on behalf of the Honourable Sean
Fraser, Minister of Housing, Infrastructure and Communities.

“This remarkable modernisation of the facility has already generated
substantial investments from the private sector, has created good
employment and has allowed the Port to nearly double the volume of
cargo it handles.

“This major upgrade of the port will help the economy locally,
provincially and nationally by connecting communities to global trade
opportunities. | am proud that this government continues to deliver for
Saint John-Rothesay.”

Cralg Bell Estabrooks, CEO of the port, further added: “The port is
proud to announce the completion of The Modernization Project that
has positioned us to be a critical part of Canada’s supply chain.

“In 2022 our terminal throughput nearly doubled to 151,000 TEU and
in 2023 we were one of the only ports in North America to see container
volumes grow as global trade was down.”

In February 2023, Md_a%d,EOLLSamr John_received two _new
post-Panamax _cranessas part ol _the g . CA$205 million ($154

million) modernisation project. .
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Panama Canal drought forces Maersk to start using ‘land
11 Jan 2024 bridge’ for Oceania cargo

https.//www.cnbc.com/2024/01/11/banama-canal-drought-moves-maersk-to-start-using-land-
bridge-for-cargo.html/

The Panama Canal drought conditions have led shipping giant Maersk to inform clients this week that
vessels with freight from Oceania (Australia and New Zealand) will no longer traverse the canal because
of the ongoing low water levels. Maersk will be servicing the client’s containers by using a “land bridge.”
Instead of going through the Panama Canal, the vessels would call the Ports of Balboa, Panama, on the
Pacific side — dropping off cargo heading for Latin America and North America and picking up cargo
heading for Australia and New Zealand. The Port of Manzanillo, Panama, on the Atlantic side, will be
used for dropping off cargo heading for Australia and New Zealand and picking up cargo heading for
Latin and North America. Once at the port, containers would be loaded or unloaded and would then
move via an existing rail over a distance of 80 kilometers across Panama to be picked up by another
vessel. The change in service covers two transits per week, according to Maersk.

A severe drought has led to water depth and weight restrictions on ships passing through the Panama
Canal, and additional container surcharges imposed by ocean carriers on shippers for months.

“Based on current and projected water levels in Gatun Lake, the Panama Canal Authority (ACP) has
needed to make reductions to the amount and weight of vessels that can pass through the canal. Whilst
we continue to work closely with the ACP, moderating and aligning our operations to fit the changes, we
have made changes to services to ensure that our customers are impacted as minimally as possible,”
Maersk’s client advisory stated.

Maersk emphasized there would be no delays for Northbound cargo stopping in Philadelphia and
Charleston. Companies like McDonald’s import their Wagqyu Beef from Australia and use this route to
import their beef into the East Coast.

For the Southbound vessels, Maersk cautioned customers may experience some delays.

The company is also eliminating the shipping route to Cartagena, Columbia.

The Panama Canal Authority has increased the number of transit slots to 24 daily this month after first
announcing a reduction of vessel transits to 18 in February. But this is far below the daily transits of 36.
The Panama Canal is popular for East Coast trade because it is faster than other options. The shipping
time for ocean cargo from Shenzhen, China, to Miami, Florida, using the Suez Canal takes 41 days.
Traveling through the Panama Canal takes only 35 days. The latest water level issues for the canal come
as It s expected to receive additional vessel traffic as ocean carriers avoid the Red Sea due to the
ongoing Houthi attack risk, with Maersk among shippers that recently had to halt Red Sea traffic.

Forty percent of all U.S. container traffic travels through the Panama Canal every year, which in all,
moves roughly $270 billion in cargo annually.

Late December to April is traditionally Panama’s dry season.
According to the PCA, it takes around 50 million gallons of fresh w; ‘_____ﬁ_.
the locks. The Panamax locks lose more water compared to the Ng W
locks have a water recovery system which can reclaim 60% of thgil
through the locks. The Panamax lanes do not have the water-re [g/m:;; ing a
locks. drought challenge
Maersk stressed that as a whole it is not bypassing the Panama e
Oceania frefght will impact the declining cargo volume passing through the Panama Canal. In 2023, it
was reported 510 million tons of cargo traversed the canal, which was eight million tons less than
2022, Even with the decrease in volumes, the Canal Authority reported record revenue from October
2022 to September 20, 2023, Surcharges and other charges added to cross the canal fueled the revenue
increase. From October 1, 2022- September 30, 2023, the PCA received $3.3 billion. That was $319
million higher than a year earlier.

The Panama Canal Authority said its multimodal transportation system is a way that maritime
customers, such as Maersk, and the PCA itself can cope with 2 cli
worldwide and the current water shortage at the canal. “We
operations. ... We are focused on delivering both short- and long-
when climate anomalies affect our operations,” it said in a stateme
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Canada-ZIM expands Asia-Canada-US connection via \iancouver
Gateway

26 Jan 2024

https.//www.porttechnology.org/news/zim-expanas-asia-canada-us-connection-
via-vancouver-gateway/

ZIM [Integrated Shipping Services Ltd. (ZIM) has announced the
launch of its ZIM PNW Xpress (ZPX), an independent service that
will connect Asia, Canada and the US via Vancouver Gateway.

ZPX commenced operations on 21 January 2024, from CaiMep,
Vietnam, with the following rotation.

CaiMep — Yantian — Kaohsiung — Xiamen — Ningbo — Shanghai —
Vancouver (Deltaport) — Pusan — CaiMep

The service introduces a Vietnam direct call and offers competitive
transit times from CaiMep and major Chinese ports to the Pacific
Northwest.

According to the company, its service features include significant
rail access to all important interior 1Pl locations in Canada and the
US, including East and Central Canada, the Midwest, the Ohio
Valle, and others.

Hani Kalinski, ZIM EVP Pacific BU, said: “ZIM remains
committed to providing agile premium solutions that cater to the
market’s evolving needs. The launch of ZPX reaffirms our
dedication to delivering unparalleled shipping solutions with
exclusive premium features.”
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Japan-Maersk upadates Sakura Port Service

19 Jan 2024

https.//www.porttechnoloqy.orqg/news/maersk-updates-sakura-service/

A.P. Moller — Maersk (Maersk) has decided to change the port
rotation of its Sakura Service to improve the client experience.

The network modification seeks to improve import and export
demands of the Japan market while ensuring a secure connection
to the essential core services In Shanghal, resulting in a more
efficient and dependable service.

According to the company, the new Sakura Service will
run Shanghai (Eastbound) — Kobe — Nagoya — Yokohama -
Shanghar (Westbound) on 24 February 2024.

The new rotation will take effect with the sailing of the Maersk
Baltimore.

This month, Hapag-Lloyd AG and Maersk signed an _agreement
for a new long-term operational partnership.

Additionally, the Danish giant just broke ground on its planned
Cold Store facility in Mehsana, Gujarat, in western India.
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Algeria, port of Oran . Exports have increased

25 Jan 2024

https.//jiac. it/blog/2024/01/25/algeria-port-of-oran-exports-have-increaseq/

Having experienced major movements of various kinds, the
port of Oran recorded results for the past year that were
considered more satisfactory, alberit with a slight decline,
estimated at 5%.

Mohamed DjaouedFasla, adviser to the Chairman and CEO
of EPO, reports that a total volume of 10,112,151 tonnes of
various goods was handled during 2023, compared with
10,695,159 tonnes in 2022.

Whether imports or exports, the same official pointed out that
“these goods represent products of all kinds”,

The same source pointed out that last year “the same port
company saw a significant increase In the movement of
containers”.

“This Increase was of the order of 21%”, it stated, pointing
out that “the port of Oran handled no fewer than 246,682
containers, compared with 203,294 recorded in 20227,

The gross weight of goods transported reached 1,469,172
tonnes, compared with 1,285,818 tonnes in 2022”, he added.
Referring to the overall volume of liquid bulk goods handled
aduring the same period by the port of Oran and the same
company, the same official revealed an increase of 20% in
2023 compared with the previous year.
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Sweden- Yilport bolsters Stockholm train connections with
26 Jan 2024 Europe

https.//www.porttechnoloqgy.orqg/news/yvilport-bolsters-stockholm-train-
connections-with-europe/

YILPORT has collaborated with Spedition Bode and Kombiverkehr
GmbH & Co. KG to double the number of departures between
Stockholm Nord and Europe as part of its investment in expanded train
service.

Its European shuttle will increase as of January from three to six
reqular departures per week. The connection welcomes all freight
forwarders for booking and paired with the Kombiverkehrs network of
over 110 terminals in Europe, freight forwarders can receive a
continuous  service from terminal hubs including Duisburyg,
Luawigshafen, Barcelona, or Verona.

“This Is a significant step forward that opens up opportunities for both
Importers and exporters that need reliable, consistent, and cost-effective
logistics solutions,” said Joseph Muhumuza, Regional Sales Manager at
YILPORT Nordic.

“We are happy to be part of the chain and to contribute to creating a
more interconnected and sustainable freight transport.”

“I’'m glad that our collaboration with Kombiverkehr has doubled our
weekly departures,” sald StevEtzrodt, Executive Managing Director at
Spedition Bode.

“Since 2015, we’ve proudly connected YILPORT Stockholm Nord to
Europe via Lubeck, and now to all major continental terminals.”

In February 2023, Yilport Holding announced that it had taken over the

operations at Port of Sibenik in Croatia. \
W :

More recently, Y//port expanded the /n/tia/ conf

from 540 meters to 630 meters.
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Jordan-AD Ports implements PCS at Agaba Port
26 Jan2024

https.//www.porttechnology.org/news/ad-ports-implements-pcs-at-agaba-port/

AD Ports Group has signed a shareholder agreement between its digital arm,
Magqgta Gateway, and Agaba Development Corporation (ADC) for their joint
venture, Maqgta Ayla, to establish a port community system (PCS) at the Port of
Agaba.

Magqta Gateway will control 51 per cent of Maqta Ayla, with ADC holding the
remaining 49 per cent. The joint venture business will transform Aqaba’s port
operations by deploying a new PCS that draws on Maqgta Gateway’s experierce, as
well as marking the first export of Abu Dhabi’s main port digitalisation solution.
The PCS Is expected to facilitate communications and transactions between the
Ports of Agaba, its terminal operators, the Agaba Special Economic Zone
Authority (ASEZA), ADC, and other stakeholders in the port’s ecosystem,
streamlining services and achieving next-level efficiencies for the port city of
Aqgaba and Joraan.

The solution iIs planned to be operational within 12 months, with carbon emission
reductions equivalent to 90,000 in-person visits within a year of deployment. The
Ports of Agaba, located at the crossroads of three continents, handle 80 per cent of
Jordan’s exports and 65 per cent of its imports. Agaba _Container Terminal IS
reportedly the second busiest along the Red Sea and the fourth largest in the area,
with an annual traffic of over 1.3 million TEU.

Captain Mohamed Juma Al Shamisi, Managing Director and Group CEO, AD
Ports Group, said. “Guided by our leadership, we remain steadfast in our
approach to support the economic development plans of the Hashemite Kingdom
of Jordan.

“We are excited to see our ports’ digitalisation expertise and advanced technology
know-how being leveraged for the Port of Agaba. We look forward to offering
them across more iInternational locations to continue on our mission of
transforming global trade.”

Dr. Noura Al Dhaheri, CEO of Digital Cluster and CEO of Maqgta Gateway, AD
Ports Group, stated: “This new agreement seeks to further strengthen our solid
partnership with the Agaba Development Corporation and fast-track our joint
efforts towards digitalising the Port of Agaba, making it more intelligent, resilient
and cost-efficient.

“With digitalisation of ports’ processes, customer and stakeholder experiences will
see a huge uplift, boosting trade and driving economic prosperity. Building on our
reputation of being an Al led nation and in-line wdth.the, direction. of otrF-wise
leadlership, we will continue our efforts towards de,val,ap t @a’ dep/oy@ent of
innovative solutions, locally and globally.” o . ﬂsﬂ oo _
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