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Russia Claims New Record for Cargo on the Northern Sea Route

29 Dec 2023

https.//maritime-executive.comyarticle/russia-claims-new-record-for-carqo-on-the-
northern-sea-route

As of the last week of 2023, Russian officials were claiming to have reached a record level
of cargo moving along the Northern Sea Route while expecting to continue to increase the
total to the end of the year. The reports are saying that volumes recovered from the 2022
downturn which was due to “geopolitical factors” and laying the groundwork for the
continued expansion of the route.

On the night of December 20-21, the Talnakh(17,940 dwt), a Russian cargo ship, established
the record for the year. The vessel which operates for Norilsk Nickel between the inland
port of Dudinka on the Kara Sea and Murmansk on the Barents arrived in Murmansk
carrying 17,000 tons of cargo.

The trip was in part made possible by two of FSUE Atomflot’s nuclear icebreakers which
operate under long-term contract to Norilsk Nickel. The vessels were required to lay and
maintain a channel from Dudinka along the Yenisei River to the Kara Sea. It was one of 730
vessel supports provided by the icebreakers in 2023, which is up from 653 in 2022.

With the arrival of the cargo, FSUE Atomflot reports they surpassed 35 million tons of
cargo transported on the route in 2023. By comparison in 2022, 34.117 million tons of cargo
were moved on the route. While it is a 2.5 percent increase year-over-year, they report that
the target is to move 100,000 tons a day on the route. By the end of 2023, they expect the
increase could reach 2.127 million tons over last year.

The figure is also significant because it also passed the previous record of 34.9 million tons
transported along the route in 2021. They contend that freight traffic in the waters of the
Northern Sea Route is showing stable growth.

Russian officials highlight that it is part of the long-term plan to redirect cargo from the
Suez Canal and grow the Northern Sea Route, which is over 3,452 miles long connecting
the Barents Sea and the Bering Strait. They highlight that the route has grown from 7
million tons of cargo 36 years ago, in 1987, under the old Soviet Union.
President Vladimir Putin has named the growth of the Northern Se
Russia’s top priorities. In addition to the approval to begin year-rou
they point to plans to increase the infrastructure capacity to accom
by 2024 and 110 million tons by 2030. Russia’s goal is to reach 2
transported annually on the Northern Sea Route.
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Belgium - DP World completes third phase of Antwerp investment plan
worth €200 million

19 Dec 2023

https.://en.portnews. ru/news/357688/

DP World adds a new stacking crane module at its terminal in Antwerp and
completes the third phase of a €200 million-investment plan, according to the
company's release.

The end-to-end supply chain solutions provider commissioned new cranes and
equipment in Antwerp this year; three quay cranes to load and unload ships, six
automatic stacking cranes and 9 hybrid straddle carriers (container lifts). This new
infrastructure is part of a six-year investment plan for modernisation,
decarbonisation and expansion of the Antwerp Gateway Terminal at the
Deurganckdok area in the Port of Antwerp.

In 2026, DP World will be able to stack nearly 1 million additional containers on
the same surface area, using 100% green energy and emission-reducing technology
- thanks to these investments.

The €200-million green investment and improvement plan — supported by the
European Union — will continue next year under the leadership of incoming CEO
Nawaf Abdulla. During this phase, two final new ZPMC cranes will be shipped to
the port of Antwerp from Changxing, China and will arrive in summer 2024, This
will bring the final number of quay cranes on the DP World quay at the
Deurganckdock to 15, Another 24 automatic stacking cranes will also be added, 8
of which will be constructed next year.

These investments follow the terminal's recent introduction of other efficiency and
security- boosting services, such as an app for truck drivers and fingerprint
scanning technology for container collection.

Automatic stacking cranes create extra capacity as they can stack containers higher
and closer together than traditional straddle carriers, an advantage for terminals in
a port with capacity constraints. In addition to the convenience they offer, the
cranes also operate on 100% electricity. As the only terminal with this technology,
using 85% locally generated electricity, Antwerp Gateway is the greenest terminal
in the port of Antwerp. Electrification and decarbonisation of operations allowed
the port to cut its CO2 emissions per container movement by half in just eight
years, ensuring that it plays its part in DP World's ultimate goal of becoming net

zero by 2050. .
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Morocco -CMA CGM launches new service from Morocco to
North America

22 Dec 2023

https.//www.porttechnology.orqg/news/cma-cqom-launches-new-service-from-
morocco-to-north- america/

CMA CGM has announced it will launch a new seasonal service dedicated to
exports of fruits and vegetables from Morocco to North America.

The NAMEX service will have the following port rotation:

Tanger Med (Morocco) — Halifax (Canada) — New York (US) — Philadelphia (US)
— Norfolk (US) — Savannah (US) — Charleston (US) — Tanger Med .

The inaugural voyage of the service, set to begin from the port of Tanger Med on
9 January, will feature the CMA CGM Chile, a containership with a capacity of
15,128 TEU.

The French shipping line noted that Tanger-Halifax will need seven days and
Tanger- Philadelphia will need 13 days.

Last month, CMA CGM announced the revamping of its Asia West Africa &
South Africa Services effective first week of December.

More recently, CMA CGM implemented changes on its FAL1 and FAL3 services
connecting Asia with North Europe to improve operational efficiency.
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Cosoco Shipping Technoloqgy joining One Sea
22 Dec 2023

https.//www.seatrade-maritime.com/technology/cosco-shipping-technoloqy-joining-one-
sea

Cosoco Shipping Technology, a subsidiary of Cosoco Shipping, has announced
it is joining in One Sea autonomous shipping association, the first member
from China.

Cosoco Shipping Technology has strong advantages in maritime technology
innovation and has developed a variety of technologies supporting autonomous
vessel operation.

One Sea Secretary General, Sinikka Hartonen, said: “We are delighted to
welcome Cosoco Shipping Technology to the One Sea Association. Over the
last 12-months, One Sea has continued to grow and as an international
association, representation from across the global shipping sector has been key
to providing a comprehensive industry perspective to our work related to rule
and technology development throughout the maritime transport chain.”

“At Cosoco Shipping Technology, our mission is to push the boundaries of
maritime technology and develop solutions that have the power to enhance
safety, sustainability and efficiency. At a time when autonomous shipping
technology continues to develop at pace, international collaboration is
essential, and One Sea provides an established platform for stakeholders to
come together to address industry challenges and contribute to the development
of international regulations for Maritime  Autonomous  Surface
Ships (MASS),” according to Al Applications Department of Cosoco Shipping
Technology.

One Sea Association is a non-profit global alliance of leading commercial
manufacturers, integrators and operators of maritime technology, digital
solutions and automated and autonomous systems, promoting the
implementation and creation of conditions needed for an automated and
autonomous maritime transport system.

ABB, Avikus, Cargotec, Finnpilot Pilotage, Fintraffic, ELTA, Groke
Technologies, Haltian, Kongsberg, = MAHI,Monohakobi  Technology
Institute (MT]1), Orca Al and Tietoevry are the members of One Sea.
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Saudi Arabia - Mawani seals $266min marine services contract for
25 Dec 2023 Saudi ports

https.//www.zawya.comy/en/profects/industry/imawani-seals-266min-marine-services-contract-for-saudi-ports-
o0d4nwaq 7httos.//www.zawya.com/en/projects/industry/mawani-seals-266min-marine-services-contract-for-
saudi-ports-o0d4nwq7

Saudi Ports Authority (Mawani) has signed four contracts in cooperation with the Ministry of Transport and

Logistic Services and the National Center for Privatization, in bid to elevate Saudi ports' appeal for trade,

aligning them with global standards of efficiency and competence.

The deal, worth over SARL1 billion ($266 million), involving key entities Zamil Marine Services Company and

Naghi Marine Company, is aimed at providing diverse maritime services across eight Mawani ports, reported

SPA.

It was inked at Dammam under the patronage of Governor of the Eastern Region, Prince Saud bin Naif bin

Abdulaziz, and in the presence of Minister of Transport and Logistic Services and Chairman of the Saudi Ports

Authority, Eng. Saleh bin Nasser Al-Jasser.

As per the marine services contracts, Zamil Marine will be responsible for providing marine services at the

Jeddah Islamic Port, the Jazan Port, the Ras Al Khair Port, King Fahd Industrial Port in Jubail, and Jubail

Commercial Port, while Naghi Marine will take care of King Abdulaziz Port in Dammam, Yanbu Commercial

Port, and King Fahd Industrial Port in Yanbu.

Highlighting the government's commitment, the Governor of the Eastern Region emphasized the support from

King Salman bin Abdulaziz Al Saud, and the guidance of His Royal Highness Prince Mohammed bin Salman

bin Abdulaziz Al Saud, Crown Prince and Prime Minister, towards projects advancing Saudi ports' global

prominence, stated the report.

This endeavour aligns with the national transport and logistics strategy, aiming to establish a robust port

network, efficient logistics services, and bolster the logistics industry in line with Saudi Vision 2030.

The Minister of Transport and Logistic Services underscored that these contracts expand private sector

partnerships, fortify the competitive edge of Saudi ports, enhance operational efficiency, and rejuvenate

maritime assets through investments in 44 new units. These initiatives are geared towards supporting economic

growth and reinforcing the supply chain.

Moreover, these contracts signify a drive to empower the private sector in transportation and logistics,

exemplified by the substantial SAR17 billion participation in privatization projects in the first half of 2023,

stated Al-Jasser.

The Minister emphasized the ongoing commitment to increase investment opportunities across the

transportation and logistics system, fostering local participation and achieving the goals set by Saudi Vision

2030.

Mawani pointed out that these contracts aim to elevate the Kingdom's regional and global competitiveness by

leveraging port potential in value-added investment projects.

Emphasizing the significance of maritime services contracts, he outlined their role in strengthening the

maritime transport sector, diversifying the Kingdom's economy, and improving international performance

indicators.

CEO of the National Center for Privatization, MohanadBasudan, emphasized the comprehensive collaboration

and interaction between the privatization system and transportation and logistics services.

He highlighted the keen interest and competitive engagement from both local and international investors in the

proposed privatization and partnership projects, aiming to enhance service quality and operational efficiency,

reported SPA.

These contracts aim to introduce 27 new tugboats and 17 other maritime units, attracting new-shipping lines and

elevating the ports sector to meet international standards. They also aim to significantly in ssistance

operation times by 45% across the eight ports. ' ‘

Additionally, under the supervision of the Privatization Supervisory Commit ansport and Logistics
ptial maritime

uijon control,

crew transportation, fuel supply, and maintenance of marine units.
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MAERSK introgduces weekly service to the Port of Tunis Rages

20 Dec 2023

https://www.porttechnology.org/news/maersk-introduces-weekly-service-to-the-port-of-
tunis-rades/

A.P. Moller — Maersk (Maersk) has announced a new transport option that would
connect the expanding Tunisian market to its mainliner services to and from
Europe, the Middle East, and Asia.

Maersk noted that the new weekly service started recently and is operated with a
dedicated RoRo vessel between the Port of Rades and the connecting hub port of
Cagliari in Italy. Furthermore, the weekly service offers a good connection
between Morocco and Tunisia.

Ruben Moratinos, Maghreb Head of Sales at Maersk, said: “Our new offering is
reducing the transit times to and from Tunisia significantly while also adding
reliability and efficiency to the supply chains of our customers in this important
market.

“This new solution will also allow us to connect the Eastern part of Algeria as
from January 2024 with the reopening of the port of Annaba which will boost the
Intra-Mediterranean trade.”

According to Maersk, the RoRo vessel will leave the Port of Tunis Rades
(Tunisia) every Friday evening, calling the Cagliari (Italy) on Saturday and
connecting with our hub Port in Tangier (Morocco) on Thursday.

Maersk has built a comprehensive range of value-added services for customers in
Tunisia, including the provision of a bounded warehouse, airfreight, less than
container load cargo (LCL), supply chain, and 4PL solutions.

Maersk noted that customs service, inland transportation, insurance, depot
services, and cold chain logistics are some of the other integrated logistics
services that improve customer satisfaction.

In December, Maersk announced its plan to launch the first of its 18 large
methanol-enabled vessels currently on order.

Furthermore, Maersk chose Alfa Laval's FCM Methanol fuel supply system for its
pioneering methanol conversion project, which will allow the containership
Maersk Halifax to run on methanol fuel.
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Port of \Valencia approves tender for new container terminal

22 Dec 2023

https.//www.porttechnoloqy.orqg/news/port-of-valencia-approves-the-specifications-for-
the-tender- for-the-new-terminal/

The Council Port Authority of Valencia (PAV) has approved in an Extraordinary
Board of Directors meeting the specifications that comprise the legal and economic
criteria for the tender of the new terminal.

This new terminal will reportedly be located in the northern expansion of PAV.

This conference was convened after the PAV received the contracting authorisation
from the Spanish Government on 19 December, so that it could accept the
specifications that will allow it to begin the process leading to the building of the
new container terminal.

“We have got down to work, there is not a minute to lose,” emphasised Mar Chao,
President of the PAV after the end of the meeting.

According to PAV, the basic tender budget for the new terminal construction project
(dredging, quay, and consolidated fill) is more than €660 million ($726 million).

The new terminal project mentioned in the tender papers accepted was reportedly
approved by the PAV Board of Directors at its meeting on 2 December 2022.

In October, PAV promoted the development of a ..Sustainable Transport to Work
Plan' that aims to turn the port into an emission-free area.

More recently, PAV reported that traffic climbed by 19.31 per cent in November
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Norway - Island Offshore wins long-term vessel contract

26 Dec 2023

https.//splash247.com/island-offshore-wins-long-term-vessel-contract/

Island Offshore has secured long-term employment with an undisclosed
Norwegian contractor for the 2014-built offshore support vessel Island Condor.
The contract starts in the autumn of 2024, utilising the unit as a construction
vessel equipped with two remotely operated underwater vehicles (ROVs), an
offshore crane, a helideck, and a larger battery pack.

The Island Condor has worked as a walk-to-work vessel in the British sector
for many years, apart from Norwegian projects in the past year and it will now
be converted for its next assignment. The ship’s midsection, including interior
fittings, will be extended, and an ROV hangar will be built. The vessel will be
converted at Myklebust Yard and delivered in September 2024.

“We have good experience in adapting ships to new and attractive segments.
The conversion of one of our supply vessels for other activities results from
Initiative, innovative thinking, and highly skilled employees in the
organisation,” said Tommy Walaunet managing director of Island Offshore
Management.

Island Offshore operates 21 vessels, most well secured with work into 2024.
The company is expected to achieve a turnover of NOK2.3bn in 2023, with a
total fleet utilisation of around 93% so far this year.
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